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PREFACE 


HE defire of happineſs #s ſo 
coeſſential with our nature , 
(o interwoven and incorporate 
with it; that nothing but 
the diſſolution of the whole frame can 
extinguiſh it. This tuns thro the 
whole race of mankind ,\ and amids} 
the infinit variety of other inclina- 
tions, preſerves its ſelf entire. The 
mo$F various contradictory tempers do 


yet 


The Preface. 
yet conſpire in this , and men of the 


moſt - unequal fortunes , are yet equal 
in their wiſhes of being happy. 

But this concurrence as to the end 
i5 not more univerſal then the diſa- 
greement about the way. Every man 
would have happineſs , but wherein 
that conſiſts, or how it is to be at- 
tain'd, has bin very diver/ly opin'd. 
Indeed the ultimate ſupreme happi- 
neſs as it is originally inherent in 
God, ſo it is wrapt up in thoſe clouds 
and darkneſs , which, as the PjalmiSt 
ſaies, are round about him P/al. 18. 
Ii. Andwe can ſee nothing of it, but. 
in thoſe gleams and raies he is 
pleas'd to dart out upon us ; ſo that 
all our eStimates as to our final feli- 
city, muſt be meſur'd by thoſe revela- 
tions he has made of it. 


But 
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But one would think our temporal 
happineſs were as much a myStery as 
our eternal, to ſee what variety of 
blind purſuits are made after it. One 
man thinks. tis ſeated on the top pin- 


. nacle of honor , and climbs till per- 


haps he falls head-long. Another 
thinks it a mineral, that must be 
dig'd out of the earth, and toils tolade 
himſelf with thick clay , Hab. 2. 6. 
and at laſt finds a grave , where he 
fought his treſure. A third ſuppoſes 
it conſiſts in the wariety of pleſures, 
and wearies himſelf in that purſuit , 
which only cloies, and diſappoints, 
Yet every one of theſe can read you 
leures of the groſs miſtake and folly 
of the other , whilſt himſelf is -equal- 
ly deluded. 


Thus do men chaſe an imaginary 


good , 
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gocd , till they meet with real evils; 
hcrein expoſing themſelves to the ſame 
cheat Laban put upon Jacob, they 
ferve for Rachel , and are rewarded 
with Leah , court fancied beauty, and 
marry loath'd deformity. Such deluſroe 
felicities as theſe are the largeſſes of ' 
the Prince of the Air, who once at- 
temted to have enveigled even Chriſt 
himſelf, Mat. 4. 

But Gods propoſals are more jin- 
cere be knows how ſandy, how falſe 
a foundation all "theſe external things 
muſt make , and therefore warns us not 
to build ſo much as our preſent fatisfa- 
ion upon them, but fhews us @ more 
certain, a more compendious way to 
acquire what we gaſp after , by tel- 
ling us that as Godlineſs in reſpef 
of the next , ſo-contentment for this 

world 


Wal bai 
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world 1s great gain 1 Tim, 6. 6. It 
is indeed theunum neceſſarium , the 
one point in which all the lines- of 
worldly happineſs are concentred , and 
to complete its excellence , tis to be had 
at home : nay indeed only there. We 
need not ramble in wild purſuits after 
it , we may form it within our own 
breaſts: no man wants materials for 
it, that knows but how to put them 
together, 

And the direfling to that kill 
#5 the only deſign of the enſuing Tra, 
which coming upon ſo kind an er- 
rand, may at leaſt hope for an unpre- 
Judic'd reception. Contentment is a 
thing we all profeſs to aſpire to,, and 
therefore it cannot be thought an un- 
friendly office» to endeavor to condud? 
men toit. How far the enjuing con- 


fade- 


Fg 
{| 
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federations may tend to that end, I 
muft leave to the judgment , and ex- 
perience of the Reader, only deſiring 
him that he will -weigh them with 
that ſeriouſneſs which befits a thing 
wherein both his happineſs and duty 
are concern'd: for in this ( as in ma- 
ny other inſtances) God has ſo twiſt- 
ed them together , that wecannot be 
innocently miſerable. The preſent in- 
felicities of our murmurs and impa- 
tiencies, have an appendant guilt , 
which will conſign us to a more irre- 
verſible State of diſſatisfafion bere- 
after. 


THE 


ddr .couiceact 
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Of the neceſſary Connexion be- 
tween Happineſs and Con- 
tentment, 


OD who is eſſentially hap- 
py in himſelf, can receive 
no acceſſion to. his felicirty 
by the poor contributions 
of men. He cannot there- 
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ginal deſign is very viſible in all the parts 
of his Economy towards them, When 
lapſed man had counterplorted againſt 
himſelf, defeated the purpoſe of the Di- 
vine goodneſs, and plunged his whole 
nature into the oppoſite ſtate of endleſs mi- 
ſery ; he yet reintorc'd his firit deſign, and 
an expedient as full of wonder as mercy , 
the death of his Son, recovers him to 
his f-rmer capacity of blif. And that it 
might not only be a bare Capacity , he 
has added all other methods proper ro 
work upon a rational creature, He has 
ſhewed him his danger, ſet before him in 
perſpective that eternal Topher, - which 
he is advis'd to ſhun, On the other fide 
he has no leſs lively deſcrib'd the heavenly 
Jeruſalem}, the Celeſtial country to which 
he is to aſpire : nay farther has levell'd 
his road to it, leads himi' not as he did 
the Iſraelites thro the wilderneſs, thro 
intricate mazes to puzle 'his underſtand. 
ing; thro a land of- drought whereih were 
fiery Serpents and Scorpions, Deut. 8. 15. 
to diſcourage and affrighthim : but has in 
the Goſpel chalkt out: aplain ya ſafe, nay 
a pleſanrt path ; as much ſuperior both in 
the eaſe of the way, and in the end to 
which it leads, as heaven is to Canaan. 
: 2. By | 
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* parts 2. By doing this he has not only ſe. 
When { cured our grand and ultimate happineſs, 
painſt 5 bur ——_ for our intermedial alſo, 
e Di- | ThoſeChriſtian duties which are to Carry 
vhole | usto heaven, are our refreſhments, our 
15 mi- 7 viaticum in our journy : his.yoke is not 
, and } to gall and frer us, but an engine by which » 
ercys } we may with eaſe ( and almoſt inſenſibly) 


m to } draw all the clogs and incumbrances of 


hatit 5 humanelife. For whether we take Chri- 
» he | ſtianity in its whole complex, or in its 
er to © ſeveral and diſtinct branches , tis certain- 


e has ' 


1M 1n 


did 
thro 


and. | 


. 3 jet. 'Iſhall only ſingle out one 
* particular precept, wherein happineſs'is 


ly the moſt excellent, the moſt com- 


; pendious art of happy living: its very 
zhich © 
r fide * 
renly © 
hich 3 
eld | 


tasks are rewards, and its precepts are 
nothing bur a divine fort of Alchymy, to 
ſublime at once our nature and our ple. 


| ſures. 


3. Ty1s may be evidenc'd in every 
particular of the Evangelical law : but 
having formerly made ſome atremt to- 
wards it in another * tract, I ſhall . p.,, 


not here reaſſume the whole ſub. > o—_ 
iety. 


not (as inthe others) only implied , and 


7 muſt be catcht at the rebound by conſe. 


quence and event; but is literally expreſt, 


and is the very matter of the duty; I 
A 2 mean 
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mean the precepr of acquieſcence and 
Contentment. Happineſs and this true ge. 
nuine Contentment, being terms ſo con- 
vertible , that to bid us be content, . is bur 
another phraſe for bidding us be happy. 
4. TEMPOR AL enjoiments, ſuch as 
are pleſure, wealth, honor, and the reſt, 


tho they make ſpecious pretences to be ' 


the meſure of haman happineſs, are all of 
them juſtly diſcarded by the Philoſopher 
in his Ethics, upon this one confiderati- 
on, that coming from abroad they may be 
with-held or taken from us: and our tenure 
being precarious, we even for that rea. 
ſon are unhappy in our m6ſt deſirable poſe 
ſeſſions, becauſe we ſtill are liable to be 
ſo. And therefore he concludes, that fe. 
licity muſt be placed in the mind and ſoul, 
which ſtands without the reach of fortune; 
and in the practice of vertue, which in 
irs own nature, and got in its Contingent 
uſc is truly good, and therefore certainly 

renders the poſleſſors ſuch, 
5. Bur this practice being diffuſed 
thro the whole extent of Moral duty, E- 
iCtetus thought he had deſerved well of 
uman nature, when he drew it upin two 
ſhort words, to ſuftgin and abſtam: that 
is to bear with conſtancy adverſe my 
and 
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and with moderation enjoy thoſe that are 
roſperous. Which complexure of Phi- 
lolophy is yet more fully, as well as more 
compendiouſly expreſt in the fingle no. 
tion of Contentment : which involves the 
patient bearing of all miſadventures, and 
generous contemt of ſenſual illectives. 
This ſtate of mind the Greeks expreſs 
by Calling it avmpz«e or ſelf-ſuthciency, 
which, we know properly ſpeaking, is one 
of the incommunicable attributes of the 
divine nature : and the Stoics exprelly 
pretend, that by it mortal men are enabled 
to rival their Godsz in Seneca's phraſe, 
to make a controverſy with Jupiter hims- . 
ſelf. Bar abating the inſolent blaſphemy 
of an independent felicity, Chriſtianiry 
acknowledges a material truth in the al- 
ſertion : and St. Paul declares of himſelf, 
that having learnt how to want and how 
to abound, and in whatever ſtate he happens 
to be in, therewith to be content : he 1s a+ 
ble to do all things thro Chriſt that ſtrength. 
ens him, Phl. 4. 11. 124 13. and having no- 
thing, to poſseſs all things. 2 Cor. 6. 10. 

6. Waicn great event Comes about, 
not only becauſe all good things are emi. 
nently in the divine nature, and he who by 
Vertye and Religion poſſeſſes Him, there. 


by 
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by, in a full equivalence has every thing ; 
but alſo upon human meſures, and the 
principles of Philoſophy : the compendi» 
ous addreſs to wealth, as Plato rightly ob- 
ſerv'd, being not to encreaſe poſſeflions, 
bur leſſen defhres. And if ſo, twill follow 
that the contented man muſt be abundant- 
ly provided for, being ſo entirely ſatisfied 
with what he has, as to have no deſires at 
all. Indeed tis truly ſaid of covetous men, 
and is equally verified of all who have any 
defire to gratify , that they want no leſs 
what they have, then what they have not : 
but the reverſe of that Paradox is really 


, made good byContentment,which beſtowes 


on men the enjoiment of whatever they 
have, and alſo whatever they have not 
and by teaching to want nothing, abun- 
dantly ſecures not to want happineſs, 

7. On the other fide this one grace 
being abſent, it is not in the power of any 
ſucceſs or affluence to make life a tole- 
rable thing. Let all the materials of earth- 
ly happineſs be amaſt together and flung 
upon one man, they will without, con. 
rentment be but like the fatal prize of Tar 
peia's treaſon, who was preſt to death with 
the weight of her booty. He thar has the 
elements of felicity, and yet cannot __ 
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them into afatisfaction , 15 more deſpe. 
rately miſerable then he that wants them : 
for he who wants thee has yet ſomething 
to.hope for, and thinks it he had thery 
he might be happy ; but he who inſig. 
nificantly poſleiles them, has no reſerve, 
has not ſo much as the Flattery of an ex- 
_ for he has nothing left to de- 
ire, and yet can be as little ſaid to en- 
0 


8. He therefore that would have the 
extraQt, the quinteſſence of happineſs,muſt - 
ſeek it in Content, All outward acceſhions 
are bur the droſs and earthy part: this alone 
is the ſpirit,which when tis once ſeparated, 
ys = not upon the fate of, the other ; 
but preſerves its vigor when that is de. 
{ttoi'd. St. Paul whom I before mention'd, 
is a ready inſtance of it, who profeſles to 
be content in what ever fate.Contentment 


| being not fo inſeparately link'd to external 


things, but that they may ſubſiſt aparr. 
That thoſe are often without it we are 
too ſure, and that it may be without them 
is as Certainly rrue ; tho by our own de- 
fault we have not ſo many examples of 
it: A heart that rightly computes the 
difference between temporals and eter- 
nals, may reſolve with the Prophet, pra 

i129 
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tho the fegtree Shall not bloſſom , neither 
| shall fruit be in the vines , the labor of the 
| ol:ve shall fail , andthe fields shall yield no 
| . aneat ; the flocks shall be cut off from. the 
| fold , and there shall be no herds in the ſtall, 
| _ yet 1 will rejoice in the Lord, F will joy in 
| the God of my Salvation. Hab. 3. 17. 18, 
| Ho that has God need not much deplore 
the want of any thing elſe: nor can he that 
conſiders the plenty and glory of his fu- 
ture itate, be much deje&ted with the 
want or the abjectneſs of his preſent. 

9. YET ſo indulgent is God to: our 
infirmities, that knowing how unapt our 
impatient natures are to walk only by 
faith , and not at all by ſehr 2 Cor. 5. 7. he 
is pleas'd to give us fair antepafts of ſa- 
tisfaction here, diſpenſes his remporal 
| bleffings tho not equally, yet ſo univer- 
| ſally , that he that has leaſt, has enough to 
oblige not only his acquieſcence, but his 
thankfulneſs. Tho every man has not all 
he wiſhes, yet he has that which is more 
valuable then rhat he complains to want; 
nay which he himſelf could worſe ſpare 
were it put to his option. | 

10. AND now from ſuch a diſpoſure of 
things who would not expett that man- 
kind ſhould be the cheertulleſt part of the ©? 

creation? 
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creation : that the ſua Should not more 
refoice to run his courſe Plal. 19. 5. then 
man. ſhould to finiſh his : thar a journy 
which has ſo bleſſed an end, and ſack 
good accommodation by the way, ſhould 
be paſt with all imaginable alacriry, and 


! that we fſhoyld live here: practicers and 


learners , of that ſtate of unmix'd inter. 
minable joies to which we. aſpire. Bur 
alas if we look upon the. univerſality of 
men, we ſhalt find it nothing ſo; bur 


* while all other creatures gladiomly tol- 
> low the order of their creation, take ple- 
| ſure in thoſe things God: has affign'd tor 
| them, we with a 1ullen perverineſs quar. 


& rel at what we ſhould enjoy, and ineve- 


ry. thing make it our bufinefs, not to fit 


! it for our ule, but to find our forme Con. 
| celed quality which may render itunkir. 
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 & We look imfidiouſly upon our bleſſings, 
* like men that deſign'd only-ta pick a quar. 


rel, and ftart a pretence for matining. 
From hence it is that man who was de- 
fign*d the Lord of the wortd, to whofe 
ſatisfaction all inferior beings were ro 
contribute , is now the unhappielt of the 
creatures : nay as if the whole order of 
rhe univerſe were' inyerted; he becomes 
Hlave to his own 'Yaſſals, counts all theſe 

B little 
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little ſublunary things with ſuch paſſion , 
that it they =_ coy and fly his embra- 
ces, heis mad and deſperate: ifthey fling 
themſelves into his Arms , he is then glut- 
ted and fatiated; like Amnon he hates 


more then he loved 2 Sam.13.15. and is ficker | 


of his poſſeſlion, then he was of his deſire. 


10. AND thus will it ever be till we © 


Can = our defires more at home, and 
not ſu 


cr them to ramble after things # 


without our reach. That honeſt Roman * 


who from hisextraordinary induſtry up- | 


- Ws 


on his little ſpot of ground received ſuch # 
an increaſe as brought him under fuſpi- Þ 
cion of witchcraft, is a good example | 
for us. God has placed none of us in ſo? 
barren a ſoil, in 1o forlorn a ſtate, but ® 
there is ſomthing in it which may afford 7 
us comfort; let us husband that to the ut. 
moſt, andtis ſcarce imaginable what im-® 


provements, even he that appears the moſt ©? 
miſerable may make of his condition. 
Bur if in aſullen humor we will not cul- + 


tivate our own field, becauſe we have 
perhaps more mind to our neighbors, we 
may thank our ſelves if we ſtarve. The 


deſpiſing of what God has already given | 


us, is ſure-but a cold invitation to farther _ 


bounty, Men are indeed forced ſomtimes 
to; 


— 
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to reward the mutinous : þut God is not 
to be ſo attaqued, nor is it that ſort of vio- 
lence which can ever force heaven. The 
Heathen could ſay that Jupiter ſent his 
plagues among the poorer jo of men , 
becauſe they were alwaies repining : and 


} indeed there is ſo much of truth in rhe 
# obſervation, thar our impatience and dif- 


content at our preſent condition, is the 
greateſt provocation to God to make it 


s worſe. 


11. IT muſt therefore be reſolv'd to be 


$ very contrary to our intereſt, and ſurely 
# tisnoleſs too our duty. It is ſo if we do 
# butown our ſelves men, for in that is im- 
© plrd aſubordination and fubmiſhion to that 


wer which made us ſo; and to diſpute 
is managery of the world, to make other 


* diſtributions of it then he has don, is to 
Z renounce our ſubje&ion, and ſer up for 
> dominion, Bur this is yet more intole- 
= Table as we are Chriſtians, it being a ſpe- 
© Cial part of the Evangelical diſcipline, 


cherefully to conform to any condition: ta 


| know how tobe abaſed, and bow t0_ahound, 


fo be full and to be hungry, Phil. 4.12. 70 be 


; careful for nothing ver. 6. Nayſo little do's 
' Chriſt give countenance to our peeviſh diſ- 
> Contents, our wanton out-cries when we 


B 2 are 
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are not hurt , that he requires more then a 
contentment, an exulrancy and tranſport 
of joy even under the heavieſt preſſures, 


ander reproches and perſecutions. Re- | 
foice ye in that day, and leap for joy Ln: 6. | 


23. - And ſure nothing can be more con- 
trary to this, then to be alwaies whining 


and complaining, crying in the Prophets # 


{ 
; 


phraſe, my leanneſs my leanneſs, wo 15 me. | 
Ifa. 24. 16. When perhaps Moſes's fimile | 


do's better fir our ſtate, Jeſurun waxed fat ® 


and kicked, Deut, 32.15. 


12. AND as this querulous humor is # 
againlt our intereſt 'and duty, ſo is 1t vi- 3 
fibly againſt our eaſe. Tis a ſickneſs of F 
the mind, a perpetual gnawing and cra- 3 
ving of the appetite without any poſlibi- Z 
lity of ſatisfaction: and indeed is the ſame Z 
in the heart which the Canimus appetities | 


is in the ſtomach, to which we may aptly 
enough apply that deſcription we find in 


the Prophet, he shall ſnatch on the right ; 


hand arid be hungry, and he shall eat on the 


left and not be ſatisfied, Eſay. 9. 20. Where © 


this ſharp, this fretting humor abounds, 
nothing converts into nuriſhment: every 
new acceſiion do's but excite ſome. new 
defire ; and as tis obſerv'd of atrencher-fed 
dog, that he taſts not one bit for the gree- 
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dy expeQation of the next; ſo a diſcon- 
tented mind is ſo intent upon his purſuits, 
that he has no reliſh of his acqueſts. So. 
that what the Prophet ſpeaks of the Co- 
yetous , is equally appliable to alk other 
ſorts of Male-contents : he enlarges his 
deſire as hell, and is as death, and cannot 
be ſatisfied, Hab. 2.5. And ſure if the 
deſire accomplished be as Solomon faies 
Feveet to the ſoul, Prov. 13. 19. it muft 
be exceedingly bitter , to b2 thus con- 
demned to endleſs unaccompliſhable de-" 
fires; and yer this is the torture which e- 
very repining uncontented ſpirit provides 
forits ſelf. 

13. Wrar a madneſs is it then for 
men to be ſo deſperatly bent againſt their . 
intereſt and duty, as to renounce even 
their eaſe too for company ? One would 
think this age were ſenſual enough to be 
at defiance with the leaſt ſhadow of unea- 
ſinefs. It is fo I am ſure where it ought 
not, every thing 1s laborious when tis'in 
compliance with their duty, a few minates 
ipent in praier Oh what a wearineſs 1s it | 
Mal. 2 13. If they chance'burt to miſs a 
meal, they are ready to Cry our, their knees 


are. weak thro faſtmg. Pla. 109, 23, yet 
they can without regret, or any ſelf-com- 


paſſion, 


— 
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| paſſion, macerate and cruciate themſelves 
| with anxious Cares and vexations , and 
| as the Apoſtle ſpeaks 1 Tim. 6. 10. pierce 
themſelves thro with many ſorrows. That 
propoſal therefore which was very raſhly 
made by St. Peter to our Saviour, Maſter | 
pity thy ſelf, Mart. 16. 22. which we render # 
be it far from thee, would here be an ad- 
viſed motion to the generality of man- 
Kind, . who are commonly made unhap- 
| py not by any thing without them, but 3 
ll *by thoſe reitleſs impatiencies that are | 
within them, ; 
14. IT my therefore be a ſcaſonable 
office to endevor the appealing thoſe 
ſtorms, by recalling them to thoſe ſober 
rational conſiderations, which may ſhew 
as well the folly, as uneaſineſs of this re- 
pining unfatishable humor. Tis certain 
that 1n true reaſoning, we can find no- 
thing whereon to found it, but a great # 
deal to enforce the contrary. Indeed tis 
ſo much againſt the diate of reaſona- 
ble nature ro affe&t damage, ſin, and 


| 

| | torment, that were there nothing elſe to 
| be ſaid but what I have already menti- | 

on'd, 1t might comperently diſcover the © 

great unreaſonableneſs of this fin. = 

| 15. But weneed not confine aur ap» |} 


Un 
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| peal to reaſon, as it is only a judg ofu. 

tity and advantage; but enlarge it to a- 
F nother notion , as1t is judg of equity and 
G right: in which reſpec alſo it gives as 
f cleer and peremtory a ſentence againſt 
n all murmuring and impatience. To evince 
. this I ſhall infiſt upon thele particulars. 
4 1, that God is debtor to no man, and 


” # therefore what ever he affords to' any, ir 
T is upon bounty not of right, a benevo- 
F * lence not a due, 2!” that this bounty is 


not ftreight or narrow, coptin'd to ſome 
few particular perſons, and wholly over. 
-. | Skipping the ret , bur more or leſs univer- 
© Þ fally diffuſed to all. So that he who has 


I the leaſt, cannor juſtly ſay bat he has bin li- 
W berally dealt with. 3'! that if we compare 
- & our bleſſings with our allaics, our good 
n things with our evil, we ſhall find our 
” 7 ood far ſurmounting. 4? that we ſhall 
r jl find them yet more ſo, it we compare 


> them with the good we have don, as on 
Z the contrary we ſhall find our afflictions 
1d ſcarce diſcernible if balanced with our 
* fins. 5!) that as God is Rector of the uni. 
* verſe,foit appertainsto him to make ſuch 
allotments, ſich diſtributions, as may beſt 
preſerve the ſtate of the whole. 6'y that 
God notwithſtanding that univerſal care, 
has 


= 
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has alſo a peculiar aſpe& on every parti- 
cular Perſon, and difpoſes ro him what 
he diſcerns beſt for him in ſpecial. 7'y if 
we compare our adverlities, with thoſe | 
of other men, we ſhall alwaies find ſome |} 
thing that equals if not exceeds our own. 
All theſe are certain irrefragable truths , 
and there is none of ques a but may» 
if well preſt upon the mind, Charm it 
into a calmneis and reſignation; but 
when there is {nch a con{piration of argu- 
ments, it mult be a very obſtinate perverl- 
neſs that can refift them : or ſhould they | 
fail to enforce a full conviction ; will yet 
introduce thoſe ſubſidiary proofs which ® 
I have to alledg, ſo advantagioully , as | 
will being put altogerher , amount unto | 
perfect and uncontroulable Evidence, 


Y, 
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SECT, II, 


Of Gods Abſolute S overaignty. 


I. HE firſt propoſition that God is 

debtor co no man, is too clear and 
apparent to require much of il[uſ{tration : 
for as he is a free agens and may at as 
he pleaſes, 1o he is the fole proprietary 
and can wrongfully detain from none , 
becauſe all original right is in himſelt, 
This has bin ſo much acknowledged by 
the blindeſt Heathens, that none of them 
durſt make infolent addreſſes to their 
Gods, challenge any thing of them as of 
debt, but by ſacrifices and praiers own'd 
their dependance and wants, and tmplor'd 
ſupplies. And ſure Chriſtianiry teaches 
us not to be more ſawcy. If thoſe Dei- 
ties who ow'd their very b2ing ro their 
votaries, were yetacknowledged to be the 
ſpring and ſource of all, we can with no 
pretence deny it to that ſupreme power 
in whom we live, move, and have our b2- 
mg. Acts. 17. 28. For if it were merely an 

C a 


A. 


18 The Art of Contentment. 


— 


act of his choice to give us a being, all 


his ſubſequent bounties can have no other 3 


original then his own good plefure. We 


cauld put no obligation upon God before # 
we were: and when we began to be, we | 


l ” 
% 
*% 


"4 


were his creatures, and ſo by the moſt in- # 


diſputable right owe our ſelves to him, 
but can have no antecedent title on which 
to clame any thing from him : ſo that the 
Apoſtle might well make the challenge 
which he doth on Gods behalf, who hath 
given any thing unto him, and it shall be re. 
compenc'd to him again ? Rom. 11. 35. 

2. Now ordinary diſcretion teaches us 
not to be too bold in our expectations from 
one to whom we can plead no right. It has 
as little of prudence as modeſty, to preſs 
impudently upon the bounty of a Patron; 
and do's but give him temtation ( at leaſt 
prerence) to deny. Andifit be thus with 
men, who poſlibly may ſomtimes have an 
intereſt, ſometimes a vanity to oblige us; it 
muſt be much more ſo towards God, who 
- Cannot be in want of us, and therefore need 


not buy-us: our good, as the Pſalmiſt ſpeaks, ' 


extends not to him. Plal. 16. 2. He has a 
tundamental right 1n thar little we are, 


which will ſtand good tho it ſhould ne. | 


ver be corroborated-by greater benefits. | 
| With | 
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With what an humble baſhfulneſs ſhould 
we then ſue for any thing, who have no 
argument to invite the leaſt donation ? 
being already ſo preingag'd, that we Can- 
net mortgage ſo much as our ſelves in 
conſideration of any new tavor: and ſurely 
extravagant hopes do very ill befit people 
in this condition. We ſee the modelty 
of good Mephiboſheth , who tho he was 
by a ſlanderous accuſation outed of half 
the eſtate David had given him, yet upon 
a reflexion that he deriv'd it all trom his 
good —_ diſputed nor the ſentence, 

erefully reſign'd the whole to the 
ſame diſpoſure, from which he received 


ha it, ſaying, Tea, let him take all. 2 Sam. 19, 


30. - Arareexample and fit for imitation, 
as being adapted to the preſent caſe, not 
only in that one circumſtance of his ha. 
ving receiv'd all from the King, but alſo 


” inthatofthe attainder of his blood, which 


he confeſſes in the former part of the verſe, 
for all of my fathers _ were but dead men 
before my Lord, And alas may we not ſay 
the very ſame? was not our whole race 
tainted in our firſt Parent ? So that if God 


- had not the primary title of vaſlalage, 


he would in our fall have acquir'd that 
of confiſcation and eſcheat, And can we 
C 3 think 


ll | 
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think our ſelves then in terms to capitulate * | 
ll and make our own conditions , and ex- 7 
ql pet God ſhould humor us in all our wild F | 
| demands ? ...- 
3. THis is indeed ro keep up that old | 
rebellion-of our Progenitor, for that con- 
| fiſted in a diſcontent with that portion Þ 

God had affigr'd him, and covettng-what 

| he had reſtrein'd him. Nay indeed it 
| comes up to the height of the Devils pro» | 
poſal, the —_—_— to be as God. Gen. 
| 3.5. Fortis an endevor to wreſt the ma+ 
| nagery out of his hands, ro-ſuperſede his © 
| Autority of diſpenſing to us, and to carve | 
| for our (elves. This is ſo mad an infolence, © 
| that were it poſlible to ſtate a caſe exactly ': 
parallel between man and man , it would © 
raiſe the indignation of any that but pre» 
tended toingenuity, Yet this is, without 
Hyperbole,the true meaning of every mur-» 
muring repining thought we entertain. - *? 
4+. Bur as bad as it is, whois there ©: 
of us, thar-can in this particular ſay we * 


Ml! bave made our heart clean ? Prov, 20. 9. Tis | 

| | trae we make ſome forinal ackowledg- | 

Will ment ſometimes that we receive all from 

| | Gods gitt , cuſtom reaches us from our in-' 

| fancy after every meal weeat to give him | 

|| | thanks (tho even that 15 now thought too 2 
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much reſpett, and begins to be diſcarded 
as unfaſhionable. ) Yet ſure he cannot be 
thought to do that in earneſt , that has all 


| the time of hiseating bin grumbling that 


his table abounds not with ſuch delicacies 
as his neighbors. And yet at this rate 


Z God knows are molt of our thankſgivings. 


Indeed we have not ſo much ordinary ci- 
vility to God, as we have to men. 'The 
common proverb teaches us not too Curi- 
oully to pry into the blenuſhes of what 
is givenus: but on Gods gitts we fit as 
Cenſors, nicely examine every thing 
which is any way diſagreable to our 
fancies, and as if we dealt with him under 
the notion of chapmen , diſparage it, as 
Solomon fſaies buiers uſe-to do, zt is 
naught, it 1s naught, ſaith the buter Prov. 
20. 14, Nay we ſeem yet more abſurdly 
to change the fcene, and as if God were 
to make oblations to us, we as critically 
obſerve the defects of his benefactions, 
as the Levitical prieſts were to do thoſe 
oÞ the ſacrifice, and (like angry Dei- 
ties ) ſcornfully reje&, whatever do's not 

perte&tly anſwer our wanton appetites. 
5. AND now ſhould God take us at 
our words, withdraw all thoſe bleſhngs 
whuch we fo faſtidiouſly deſpiſe , what a 
CON- 


mm, 


ll | 
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condition were we in? Tis ſure we have ® 
j nothing to plead in reverſe of that judg. © 
ment, Thereis nothing in it againſt ju- | 
ſtice: for he takes but his own, This he 3 
intimates to Iſrael Hof. 2. 9. I will re- 
turn and take away my corn in the time 
thereof, and my wine in the ſeaſon thereof , 
and will recover my woot and my flax: in 
which he aſſerts his own propriety , my 
corn, my wine &c- and recalls them to the 
remembrance that they were bur uſufru- ® 
Ctuaries: and tis as evident - that our 
i tenure is but the ſame. Nay. this pro- © 
W'- ceeding would not be repugnant even to |: 
l 
| 
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mercy, for even that is not obliged 7 
| ſtill ro proſtitute its ſelf to our contemt. 7 
hl * I am ſure: ſuch a tolerance is beyond all A 
the meſures of humane lenity. Should * 
any of us offer an alms ro an indigent > 

wretch, and he when he ſees tis Silver, | 


ſhould murmur and exclame that it is * 

not Gold, would we not draw back our 

hand, and reſerve our Charity for a more 
I worthy obje&t? Tis true indeed Gods 
| thoughts are» not as our thoughts, nor 
i our narrow bowels equal meſures for the 
hl! 
lil 
| 
| 


divine Compaſſions, and we experimen- 
tally find that his —_— infinitly 
exceeds ours , yet we know he do's in the | 

para» 4 
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parable-of the Lord and the ſervant Mat, 
18, declare that he will proportion his 
mercy by ours, in that inſtance; and we 
have ' no promiſe that he will not do it 
in this: nay we have all reaſon to expect 


” he ſhould; for ſince his wiſdom promts 
* him ro-do nothing in vain, and all his 
© bounty to us is delign'd to make us hap- 


py , when he ſees that end utterly fru- 
{trated by our diſcontents, to what pur 
poſe ſhould he continue that to us which 
we will be never the better for ? 

6. BESIDES tho he be exceedingly 
patient, yet he is not negligent or in. 
ſenſible, he takes particular notice , nor 
only with what diligence we employ, 
but with what affections we reſent eye. 
ry of his bleffings. And as ingratitude is 
a vice-odious to men, 1o it is extremely 
provoking to God: ſo that in this ſenſe 
alſo, the words*'of our Savior are moſt 
true, from him that hath not ( 1.e. ) that 


' hath nat agrateful ſenſe and value, shall 


be taken away even that he hath Mat. 25, 
29. But we may find a threatning of this 
kind yet more expreſs to Iſrael , becauſe 


: thou ſervedſt not the Lord thy God with 


o ol ESE. f 
” $225. 


gladneſs and with joifulneſs of heart for 
the abundance of all things , therefore shalt 
thou 
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thou ſerve thine enemies, whom the Lord Þ | 
God will ſend among thee, in hunger and in % © 
thirſt and in nakedneſs and in want of all ® | 
things Deurt 28. 27. 28. a ſad and diſmal} 
inverſion, yet founded wholly in the want | 
of that cheertul recognition which God } 
expeted from them. And if Iſrael the & 
lot of his own inheritance, that 'people 
whom he had fingled our from all the na- 
tions. of the world , could thus forfeit his 
favor by unthanktulneſs , ſure none of us 3 
can ſuppoſe we have any ſurer entail of 
it. In a word as God loves a cheerful $ 
giver, ſo he alſo loves a cheerfal receiver. # 
One that complies with his end in be-® 
{towing, by taking a juſt complacence in 
his gitts. But the querulous and unſa. 
risfied, reproch his bounty : accuſe him of 
illiberality and narrowneſs of mind, So 
that he Gems even in his honor engag'd E 
to bring them to a righrer apprehenſion '? 
' of him, and by a deprivarion teach them '* 
the value of thoſe good things, which * 
they could nor learn by the enjoiment, 
7. IF therefore ingenuity and | 2m "2 
rude cannot, yet at leaſt let prudence 
and felf.love engage us againſt this fin 
of Murmuring , which we tee do's abun« '} 
dantly juſtify the character the Wiſe man 7 
SDS gIVes |: 
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# very manis ready to ſay how ill beggary 
; D 
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gives when he tells us tis unprofitable Wil. 
1.11. he might have ſaid pernicious alſo, for 


Z ſo itevidenly is in its effects. Ler us then 
# armour ſelves again{t it , and to that pur- 


poſe impreſs deeply upon our minds the 


| preſent conſideration , that God ows us 


nothing, and that what ever we receiveis 
an alms, and not a tribute. Diogenes be- 


E ing asked what wine drank the moſt ple. 
8 fant, anſwered, that which is drunk at a. 


nothers coſt. And this circumſtance we 


Z can never miſs of to recommend our good 
© things to us: for be they little or much, 
® they come gratis. When rherefore in 
© a pettiſh mood we find our ſelves apt to 


charge God fooliſhly, and to think him 
ftrait-handed towards us , let us ima- 
gine. we hear God expoſltulating with 
us, as the houſholder in the parable, Friend 
Tao thee no wrong : 15 it not lawful for me 


Z to do what I will with mine own? Mat. 20, 
2 15. It God have not the right-of diſpo- 
* ſing, let us find out thoſe that have, and 
: ſee how much better we ſhall ſpeed , but 
-* if he hath, let us take heed of diſputing 
; with him: we that ſubſiſt merely by his 
+ favor, had need Court and Cheriſh it by 


all the arts of humble obſervance, . E- 


an 


———— 
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and pride do agree. The firſt qualification * 
we Cannot pur off, Q let us not provide ! 
it of the other fo inconvenient fo odious | 
an adjun&. Let us leave off preſcribing ® 
to God ( which no ingenuous man Gould v 
do to an earthly benefaQtor ) and let us 7 
betake our ſelves to a more holy and ſuc. ® | 
cesful policy, the acknowledgment of & | 
paſt mercies, and our own unworthineſs. # | 
This was. Jacobs method , I am not wor. ® | 
thy of the leaſt of all the mercies , and of all 7-1 
1 
( 
1 


the truth which thou haſt shew'd unto thy * 
ſervant : for with my ſtaff” Ipaſſed over this 
Fordan , and now 1 am become two bands , | 
and with this humble preface he introduces 
his petition for reſcue in his preſent di. ©: 
ftreſs , Delrver me I pray thee from the hand L 
of my brother, &c. Gen. 32. 10. 11. An | 
excellent pattern of Divine Rhetozic , rt 
which the ſucceſs demonſtrates to have 
bin very prevalent, And we Cannot tran- *| 
ſcribe a better Copy , to render our de. 
fires as fuccesful. Indeed we are fo ut. 
terly deſtitute of all arguments from our 
ſelves, that we can make no reaſonable 
form of addreſs, if we found it not in 
fomriing of God: and there is nothing 
even 11 him adapted to our purpofe, but + 
his mercy ;z nor can that be ſo advan. - 
tage- 7 
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n 2 tageouſly urged by any thing, as by, the 
le | _ nes, it +4 nine of it ſelf: 
us 3 foras Godonly is fit to be a precedent to 
g * himſelf, ſo heloves to be ſo. Thus we 
d # find, not only Moſes, but God often re- 
us 3 colleting his miraculous fayors towards 


C- 3 Iſrael, as an argument to do more: let us 
of 2 therefore accoſt him in his own way 4 and 
$. | by a frequent and grateful recounting of 
r. ® his former mercies, engage him to future; 
/} 7 Nor need we be at a fo $s for matter of 
by 2 ſach recolleion , if we will bur ſeriouſl 


” 3 
zs | conſider what we have already teceived, 


', © which is the ſubje of the nexr SeQion, 
es | 
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Se cr, I... | 
Of Gods Unlimited Bounty, 


1. Þ T is the known characterof an un. 
worthy nature, to write 1njuries in| 
Marble, and benefits in duſt : and how. 
everſome( as Seneca well obſerves) may 
acquit themlelves of this imputation as 
to man, yet ſcarce any do ſo in relation 
to God. Tis true indeed the charge muſt # 
be a little varied ; for God neither will ® 
nor can do us injury : yet we receive a- ® 
ny thing that is adverſe with ſuch a re-% 
ſentment as if it were, and engrave that 
in- our memories with indelible chara-# 
&ters, whilſt his great and reall benefits 
are either not at all obſerv'd, or with ſoj 


our memories J cannot obtain our notice. 

2, WERE it not thus, it were impol. 

ſible for men to be ſo perpetually in the 
COIs | 
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* complaining Key, as it their voices were 


# Capable bt no other ſound. One wants 


this, and another that, and a third ſom- 


# thing beyond them both, and ſo on'ad 
3 mnfinitum; when all this while every one 
& of them enjoies a multitude of good things 
# without any remark. That very breath 


wherewith they utter their complaints, is 
a bleffing, and a fundamental one too : tor 
if God ſhould withdraw that, they were 


& incapable of whatſoever elſe they either 


ASS 
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have, or defire. Tis true that ſome mens 


| Impatiencies have riſen ſo high, as to cait 
{ away life, becauſe it was not clothed with 
> all circumſtances they wiſht. Yet theſe 


are rare inſtances, and do only ſhew ſuch 


& mens depraved judgment of things. A 
& rich Jewel is not the lefs valuable, becauſe 


a mad man in his raving fir flings it into 
the fire-: but as to the generality of men, 
the devil (thoaliar) gave a true account 
of their ſenſe, when he ſaid, Skin for skin, 
and all that a man hath will he | for his 


| life. Job. 2.4. And tho perhaps in an 


-* angry fit many men have with Jonas Chap. 
— 4-3. wishttodie, yet ten to one ſhould 
, > deaththen come, they would be as willing 
+ todivert it,as was the man in the Apologue, 


4 whowearied with his burden of {ticks,flung 


It 


. 
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it down and call'd for death, but when Z 
he came, own'd no other occaſion for him, Z 
but to be helpt up again with his bundle. | 
I dare in this ap KF to rhe experience of 7 
thoſe, who have ſcemed very weary of lite, } 
whether when any ſuddain danger has ſur. | 
priſed them, it has not as ſuddenly altered 

their mind, and made rhem more deſire 
life, then before they abhor'd it. Tis the 
common ſaying , As long as there is life 
there is hope : there is ſo as to ſecular Con- | 
cerns, for what ſtrange revolutions do we * 
often ſee in the age >. man ? from what © 


deſpicable beginnings have many arriv'd /Z ! 
to the moſt ſplendid conditions ? Of which 7 
we have divers modern as well as. ancient © 
inſtances. And indeed tis admirable to ſee F « 
what time and induſtry will (with Gods 3 
bleſſing )effet. But there us no work, nor | 
device, nor knowledg , nor wiſdom in the 
grave. E.CC. 9. 10 .we can improve No more 2 
when we are once tranſplanted thither. * 
3. Bur this is yet much more conſt- | 
derable in reſpe& of our ſpiritual ſtate. *: \ 
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Our life is the 4ay wherein we are to work. | 
Joh. 9.4. (yea to work out our Salvation:) © 
but when the night comes (when death os 1 

: 


[2 


vertakes ) no man can work. Now alas |: 
when tis conſider'd how mach of TY 
the 2 
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* the moſt of us have loiterd away , how 
Z many of us have ſtood idle trill rhe fixc 
S or ninth hour, 1t will be our concern 
* not to have our day cloſe before the e. 
& leventh. Nay alas tis yet worſe with us: 
* we havenotonly bin idle, but very often 

' ill bufied; ſo that we have a great part 


of our time to unravel, and that is not 
tobedonin a moment. For tho our works 
may fitly enough be + np by the 
Prophets compariſon of a ſpiders web, 1. 


® fay. 59.5. yet they want the beft pro- 


perry even of that; they cannot be fo toon 


# undon., Vices that are radicated by time 
Z and cuſtom, lie too deep ro be lightly 
Z ſwept away. Tis no ealy thing to perlwade 
© our ſelves to the will-of parting with 
Z them. Many violences we muſt offer to 
Z our ſelves , a long and ſtrict courſe of 
* mortification muft be gon thro, ere we 
2 can findin ourhearts to bid them be gon : 
Z and yet when we do 1o, they are not fo 
' traQtable as the Centurions ſervants. They 
: will indeed come when-ever we bid them, 
» bur they will fcarce go fo: they muſt be 
- expelPd by force and by flow degrees, we 
= muſt fight for every inch of ground we 


gain from them: and as God could not 


= affiſt the Hfaclites to ſabdue the Canaa. 


nires 
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| 
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nites, at once Deut, 7. 22. ſo neither ordi- 
narily do's he us to matter perte&tly our 
corruptions. Now a proceſs of this difficul- 
ty is not to be diſpatcht on a ſudden. And 
yet this is not all our rask, for we have not 
only 111 habits to extirpate, but we have 
alio good ones to acquire : tis not- a mere 
negative vertue will ſerve our turns, nor 
will emty lamps enter us into the marriage 
chamber, Mart. 25. 10. We mus#t add to our 
faith wvertue, and to vertue knowledge, and to | 
knowledge temperance , &C. 2 Pet. 1.5. No 
link mutt be wanting of that ſacred chain, 
but we muſt (as the ſame Apoſtle advi- 5 

{es) be holy in all manner of converſation. 
x Pct. 1.15. ; 
4. AND nowl would deſire the Rea- | 
der ſeriouſly to conſider, whether he can | 

upon good grounds tell himſelt that rhis 
{o dificult Nd yet ſo neceſſary) a work 
is effectually wrought in him. It it be, | 
he is a happy man, and can with no pre- Þ 
tence complain of any external want : 8 
(he thar is fed with Manna,mutt be ſtrange- * 
ly pray if he murmur for a belly-full of 
leeks and onions.Num.11.5.) But on the con- 
trary he owes infinite thanks to God, that 
has yy him time for this important bu- |} 
fincſs, and did nor put a period to his na; | 
Ll. 
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tural life, before he had begua a ſpiritual. 
For I fear there are among the bett of us 
few of ſoentire an innocence, but the 
may remember ſome, either habits or abs 
of tin, in which'iit would have bin-dread. 
ful for them to have bin ſnatcht away, 
And then how comprehenfive, how pro» 
likc a mercy has lite bin to them, whea 
it has Carried eternity in 3ts womb, and 
their continuance on carth has quatiified 
them for heaven? Neither ace ſuch per+ 
ſons only to look or. it as a bleſling ia 
the retrofpect , as it relates to the pat, 
bur alfo in the preſent and future : which 
if they continue to employ well, do's not 
only confirm, but advance their reward, 
des God may pleaſe by rliem to glo. 
rify himſelf, make them inftrumental tg 
his ſervice ; which as it is the greateſt ho. 
nor, ſo it s alfo the greateft fatistaftion 
to a good heart. He ſhews himſelf roo 
mercenary that fo longs for his reward, as 
to grow impatient of his attendances: he 
that loves God, thinks himdelf bleft in the 
opportunity of doing work , as well as 
in receiving wages. 'Thns- we ſee how 
life is under all theſe afpects a mercy ro 
2 pious man, and fuch as nor only obliges 
hun tocamentment, but gcatitude. 
E 5. BUT 
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. Burt ſuppoſing a man cannot give 
FR. Patt as on Anon of his life a 
1s conſcious that he has ſpent it to a very 
different purpoſe , yet do's not that at all 
leſſen his obligations to God, who meant 
he ſhould have emploi'd it better , and 
that he has not don ſo is merely his own 
fault, Nay indeed the worle his ſtate 
is, the greater mercy itis, that God has 
not yet made it irreverſible, that he has 
not cut him off at once from the earth and 
the poſſibility of heaven too , bur affords 
him yet alonger day, if yet he will hear his 
voice Plal.95.7. This long-luffering is one 
of the moſt tranſcendent acts ot divine * 
goodneſs, & therefore the Apoſtle rightly | 
{tiles it the riches of his goodneſs and long- 
ſuffering and forbearance | pay 2. 4. and fo 
at laſt we commonly acknowledg it, when 
we have worn it out, and can no longer 
receive advantage by it. What a value } 
do's a gaſping deſpairing ſoul put upon a | 
ſmall parcel of that time , which before 
he knew not how faſt enough to ſquan- ? 
der? Oh that men would ſet the ſame e- | 
ſtimate on it before, and then certainly, as 
it would make them better husbands of ® 
it, ſo 1t would alſo render chem more ® 
thankful for it , Accounting that the long- 


fuſe 
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ſuffering of our Lord us Satvation. 2 Pet, 
3.15. | 

6. InDE tp did men but rightly come. 
pute the benefit of life upon this ſcore, 
all ſecular encumbrances and uneaſfineſles. 
of it would be overwhelmed, and ftand 
only as Cyphers in the account. What 
a ſhame is it then that we ſhould ſpend 
our breath in ſighs and out-cries ? which 
if we would employ to thoſe nobler ends 
for which twas given, would ſuperſede 
our complaints, and make us conteſs we 
were well dealt with, that our hfe (tho 
bare and ftriprt of all outward acceſſaries) 
5 given us for a pre: Jer. 45. 5. And indeed 
he that has yet the great work of life to 
do, can very ill ſpare time or ſorrow to 
beſtow upon the regretting any temporal 
diſtreſs, Fnce his whole ſtock is little e- 
nough to bewail and repair his neglects 
of his eternal 'concerns, Were our lives 
therefore deſtitute of all outward com- 
fort, nay were they nothing but a ſcene 
of perpetual diſaſters, yet this one ad- 
vantage of life would infinitly outweigh 
them all, and render our murmurings very 
inexculable, - 
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7. BuT God has not put this to the 


ntmoſt trial, has never plac'd any. man 
m ſach a ſtate of unmixt calamity, but 
that he (till affords many and great allaies: 
he finds it fit ſomtimes ro detalk ſome of 
our outward comforts, and perhaps im- 
bitter others, but he never takes all a- 
way. This muft be acknowledged, if 
we do bur conſider how many things 
there are in which the whole race of man- 
kind do in common partake. The four 


— 


Elements, fire and water, air and earth, do 
not more make up every mans compoſi- i 
tion, then they ſupply his needs : the whole Þ 


hoſt of heaven, the Sun , Moon, and Stars, 
Aofes will tell us, are by God divided to 
all nations imder the whole Heaven, Dcur. 
4- 19. Thoſe reſplendent bodies, equall 
afford their light and influence 0 al. 
The fun ſhines as bright on the poor Cot- 
tage, as on the moſt magnificent Palace; 
and the ſtars have their benign Aſpects, as 
well for him , that 4s beh:nd the MiH, as for 
him that ſitteth on the Throne. Ex.11.5.Pro- 
priety ( the great 1ncendiary below) breeds 
no confuſion in thoſe celeſtial Orbs, bur 
they are every mans treſure , yet no mans 
peculiar( as1f they meant to teach us, that 
our love of appropriation deſcends not es 
avove 


f1 
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above Jam. 3. 15. isno heavenly quality. ) 
8. AND as they make no dittindtion 
of the ranks and degrees of men, ſo nei- 
ther do they of their vertues. Our Sa- 
vior, tells us God cauſes his Sun to riſe on 
the good and on the evil, and ſendeth rain 
on the juft and on the unjuſt, Mat 5.45. If 
now we deſcend lower to the —_ 
creatures, they equall their homa 
to man, do <A a Cladn ou dominion S 
the poor, and ſubmit to that of rhe rich, 
but ſhew us that thar their inſtin& extends 
to the whole nature. . An horſe draws the 
poor mans plough , as tamely as the Prin- 
ces Chariot, and the beggars hungry cur 
follows him with as much obſequiouſneſs 
and affection as the per'd lap-dogs of 
the nice Ladies, The ſheep obey'a ou 
mercenary ſhepherd as well as they did the 
Danghters of the wealthy Laban Gen. 29. 
9. or of Zethro a Prince Exod. 2. 16. and ag 
willingly yield their fleece to clothe La- 
Zarns, as to make purple for Dives, And 


= as animals, ſo vegetables are as communica- 
& tive of their qualities to one man as ano- 
= ther. "The corn nariſhes, the fruits re- 
freſh, the flowers delight, the fimples 
2 cure the poor man as well as the rich, 


9. Bv x I foreſce it will be _—_ 
that 
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that theſe natural privileges are inſig- 
nificant, becauſe they are evacuated by 
thoſe poſitive laws which bound proprie- 
ty , and that therefore tho one man could 
uſe the creatures as well as another, yet e. 
very man has them not to uſe, I anſwer, 
thar for ſome of the things 1 have menti. 
on'd , they are ſtill in their native latitude, 
cannot be incloſed or monopoliz'd. The 
moſt ravenous oppreſſor could never yet 
lock up the ſun-in his cheſt : he that lates 
houſe to houſe and land to land, till there be 
20 place Elay. 5. 8. cannot incloſe the 
common air : and the like may be ſaid of 
divers of the reſt , ſo that there are ſome 
(and thoſe no mean) bleſſings, which con- 
tinue ſtill the indefeiſible right of man- 
kind in general. - 

Io. As for thoſe other things which 
are liable to the reſtrictive terms of meum 
and Zwum, tis not to be deni'd but there 
is vaſt difference in the ——_— them; 
as great as Nathans parable deſcribes, when 


he ſpeaks of the numerous flocks of the | 


rich man, and the ſingle ewe lamb of the 


Poor,” 2 Sam. 12. 2, yet there is ſcarce any Z 
{o deplorably indigent, but that by one | 
means or other, he has or may have the ® 


neceſſary ſupports of lite, Perhaps rey : 


ol 
Z 


Sect. Ill. Of Gods Unlimited Bounty. 29 


fall -not into his lap by birth-right and 
inheritance, yer they are acquirable by 
labor and induſtry, which. is perhaps the 
þetter tenure, They cannot it may be 
arrive to Sodoms fulneſs of bread : yet if 
they have not her abundance of 1dleneſs, 
Ez. 16.49. they commonly need not want 
that, which was the height of Agurs wiſh, 


food convenient, Pro. 30.8, Tis true indeed, 


if they will fold their hands in their bo- 
ſom,it with Solomons Shuggard, they will not 
Plough by reaſon of the cold , they muſt take 
his tate in the ſummer,as they have his eaſe 
in the winter, they may beg in harveſt, and 
have nothing, Prov. 20. 4. But then tis 
viſible they are the Authors of their own 
neceſlities, And indeed to men of ſuch 
lazy careleſs natures, tis hard to ſay, what 
degree of Gods bounty can keep them from 
want, ſince we often ſee the faireſt for- 
tunes diſſipared as well by the ſupine neg- 
ligence, as the riotous prodigality of the 
owners. And therefore if men will be 
idle, they are not to accuſe God, but them- 
ſelves if they be tndigent. 

-11, Bur then there isone caſe where- 
in men ſeem more inevitably expogd, and 
that is when by age, ſickneſs, or decre- 
pitneſs, they are diſabled from work; 

or 
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or when their family is roo numerous for 
their work to maintain. And this indeed 
ſeems the moſt forlorn ſtate of poverty : 
yet God has provided for them alſo, by 
aſligning ſuch perſons to the care of the 
rich; nay he has put an extraordinary tnark 
of favor on them, given them the honor of 
being his proxies and repreſentatives,made 
them letters of Attorny (as it were) to 
demand relief in his name, and upon his 
account. And tho tis too true, that even 


. * that Autority will not prevail with many 


of the rich to open their purſes, yet even 
in this Age of frozen charity , there are 
ſtill fome who remember upon what terms 
they received their wealth, and employ 
it accordingly. ' And tho the number of 
them is not 7 great as were to be witſhrt, 

et there are in all parts. ſome ſcattered 
[a and there like C;7zes of refuge in the 
Land, Deurt. 19. 2, to which theſe poor 
diftreſſed creatures way flee for ſuccour. 
And I think I may ſay, that between # 
the legal provifions that are made in this 
caſe and voluntary contributions, there 
are not very many that want the things 
that are of abſolure neceflity : and we 
know St. Paul comprizes thoſe in a ſmall 
compals, food and raiment , and ay . 
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them as ſufficient materials of Content. 
': Tim. 6. 8. 1 fay notthis to contract 
any mans bowels, or leſſen his cotapaſſions 
to ſuch poor wretches, For how much 
ſoever they lend, I wiſh as Foab didin an- 
other caſe tro David , the Lord increafe 
it 4 handred-fold, 2 Sam. 24. 3. 1 only 
urge it as an evidence of the aſſertion I 
am to/prove, that tio man is ſo preter- 


mitted by God or his diſpoſal of rempo. 


rals, but that even he that ſeems the moſt 
abandon'd has a ſhare in his providehtce, 
and conſequently cannot juſtly murmus, 
fince even this ſtate which is the higheft 
inſtatice of haman indigence, ts not with- 
our its receits from God. 

12. Bux the number in this form are 


but few, compar'd to thoſe in a higher, 


tor between this and the higheſt afluence, 
how many intermedial degrees are there, 
in which men partake not only of the ne- 
ceſſaries, but comforts of life, that have 
not only food and raiment; but their di- 
ftintion of holy-day and working. day 
fare and apparel? He thar is but one ſtep * 
advanced from beggery has ſo much, he 


* Thar has got to a ſecond has more then is 


neceflary , and ſo every degree riſes in 


plenty rill it Comes to vanity and excels, 


F and 


in the Go 


42 + The Art of Contentment, 


and even there too there are gradual ri- 
fings , ſome having ſo much fewel for 
luxury, that they are at as great a loſle for 
invention, as others can be for materjals, 
and complain that there are no farther rj- 


.ots left for them to eſſay. How many 


are there who have fo cloi'd and glutred 
their ſenſes, that they want ſome other 
inlets for pleſure, and with the rich man 
| , Are in diſtreſs where to be- 

ſtow their abundance ? | 
13. AND ſure ſuch as theſe cannot de- 
ny that they have reciev'd good things, 
yet generally there are none leſs conten- 


ted, which is a clear demonftration that 


our repinings proceed not from any de- 
fet of bounty in God, but from the ma- 
lignant temper of our own hearts. . And as 
it is ancaſier thing to ſatisfy the Cravings 
of an hungry, then to cure the nauſeous 


ancallings of a ſurfeired ſtomach; ſo cer-# 
ie diſcontents of the poor, are? 


tainly t 
much eafier allar'd then rhoſe of the rich; 
the indigence of the one has contracted 


his deſires, and has tanght him not tolook# 
farther then alittle beyond bare neceſla-% 
ries, ſo that a moderate Alms ſatisfies, and 
a liberal tranſports him : but he who by a? 
perpetual repletion has his deſires ſtretcht ® 


* aud? 
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and extended, is capable of no ſuch ſa- 
tistacion ; when his enjoiments fore- 
ſtall all particular purſuits, and he knows 
1, # nor upon what to faſten his next wiſh; 
yet even then he has ſome confusd un- 
form'd appetites, and thinks himſelf mi- 
24 & ſerable becauſe he cannot tell what would 
make him more happy. And yet this is 
that _—_ _ which men with ſo = 
greedineſs aſpire to, every man looks on 
it as the to Df telicity x4 have nothing 
a. more to wiſh in the world. And yet alas 
'Z even that when attain'd, would be their 
> torment. Let men never think then that 
contentment is to be caught by long and 
le. forreign chaces; he is liklieſt to find it 
2. & who fits at home, and duly contemplates 
thoſe bleſlings which God has brought 
os Within his reach, of which every man has 
& a fair proportion, if he will advert to ir. 
14. FoR beſides theſe external acceſ- 
-& ſions ( of which the meaneſt have ſome, 
the middle fort a great deale, and the 
1 uppermoſt rather too much ) mian is a 
| prncipatig within himſelf, and has in 
= his compoſure ſo many excellent impreſſes 
1 of his Makers power and goodnefs, that 
2 he need nor ask leave of any exterior thing 
to be happy, if he know but aright how 
F. 3 


to 
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to value himſelf : the very meaneſt part 
of him, his body is a ptece of admira- 
ble workman-ſhip, of a moſt incom-« 
prehenſible contrivance, as the Pſalmiſt 
faics,he is fearfully'and wonderfully made; 
and tis aſtoniſhing to think of what a ſym- 
metry of parts this beauriful fabric is made 
up. Nor are they only for ſhew, bur-ule : 
every member, every limb is endowed 
with a particular faculty to render it fer- 
viceable to the whole; and that admira- 
ble contexture of veins and arteries fi} 
nues and muſcles, nerves -and tendons 
- none are ſuperfluous, but ſome way or 0s 
ther contribates to vegetation, denſe, or F 
motion , nay the moſt -noble and moſt 
uſeful parts are all of them double, not 
only asa reſerve in caſe of miſadventure 
of one part; but alfo* as an inftance of the 
bounty of the Donor. Aad indeed it is 
obſervable of Galen in his writings, that 
after he had taken grear care to exemt} 
himſelf.and all of his Profeſſion from tas } 
king notice of the Deity , by ſaying that® 
to diſcourſe concermng the Gods, was} 
the task of ſpeculative Philoſophers; yer 
coming to write de uſu partium, and cons 
ſidering the frame of humane. bodics, 
and therein-:diſcovering the wonderful} 
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conrtrivance of every part 'in reference to 
its ſelf, and alſo to the whole; their 
ſtrength, agility, and yarious movement, 
infinitly ſurpaſſing the powers of all Me- 
chanic engines ; he ſeems to have had the 
fate we read of Saul in holy Scripture, and 
againſt his genius and purpole, to be- 
come a Prophet; breaking frequently out 
into Hymns and ſacred _—_— ſaying, 
theſe Myſteries are more divine then the 
Samothracian or Eluſinian ; and conteſling 
they both ſtrictly require, and infinitly 
excell the low returnes. of human praiſe, 
But beyond the fabric of parts as organic, 
what an extratt of wonder are our lenſes, 
thoſe five operations of the Lord as the ſon 
of Syrach rightly ( and by way of emi- 
nence ) ſtiles them, Ecclus. 17. 5? By theſe 
we draw all outward objects to our ſelves; 
what were the beauties of the univerſe to 
us, if we had not ſight ro behold them, or 
the moſt melodious ſounds, if we had not 
hearing? and ſo of the reſt. Andyet theſe 
are not only generally given ,*but -alſo 


Preſerv'd to the greater part'of men, and 


perhaps would be to more, did not our 
baſe undervaluing of common mercies, 
force God ſomtimes to inſtruct us in their 
worth, by making us feel what it is to 
want them, - 15. MuL- 
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i5. MULTITUDE of refreſhments 
alſo. God has provided for our bodies, 
panty that of fleep, of. which he 
as bin ſo conſiderate, as in his diſtribu+ 
tions of time, to make a ſolemn allotment 
for it: yet who almoſt when-he hes down 
conſiders the mercy, or when he riſes re- 
frelhr , riſes thankful alſo ? But if our reſt 
at any time be interrupted by the cares 
of our mind , or pains of our bodies, then, 
C.and not till then ) we confider, thar tis 
God who gives hu belev'd ſleep Pal. 127,32: 
and think it a bleſſing worth ourefteem. 
Thus it is with health, ſtrength, and every 
thing elſe, we deſpiſe it whilſt we have 
it, and impatiently defirg it whileſt we 
have it not; but in the.interim} ſure we 
cannot complain , that Gods hand is ſhort. 
ned towards us, . when in the ordinary 
courſe of his providence we commonl 
enjoy theſe mercies many years , which 
we find ſo much mils. of , if they be with. 
drawn but for a few houres. And in- 
deed there is not a greater 'inſtance of 
human pravity then our ſenſeleſs cons 
remt of bleſſings, merely becauſe they 


are cuſtomary; which in true reaſon is an 


argument why we ſhould prize them the | 
more, - When we deal with men, = x 
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diſcern it well enough , he that gives me 
once a 100. pounds, I account not 1o much - 
my benefa&tor , as if he made it m 
annual revenue ; yet God muſt loſe his 
thanks , by. multiplying his favors; and 
his benefirs grow more invilible by their 
being alwaics before us. 

'16. BUT the body ( with its enjoi- 
ment ) is but the- lowelt inſtance of Gods 
bounty, tis but a decent caſe for that 
ineſtimable Jewel he has put in ir : the 
ſout, like the Ark, is the thing for which 
this whole tabernacle was frained, and 
thatis a ſpark of Divinity. in which alone 
it is that God accompliſhed bis deſign of 
making man .iu Iu ewn image Gen, 1. 26. 
Twould be too long to attemt an exact 
ſurvey of its particular excellencies, the 
mere intellectual powers wherewith it is 
indued , have exerciſed the curiofity and 
raiſed the admiration of the great con- 
templators of nature in all ages, yer af- 
ter all , .of ſo ſubtile compoſure-is che ſoul, 
that it 1s iaſcrutable even to it ſelf ; and 


* tho the ſimpleſt man. knows he has the 
= faculties of Imagination , A , 


Memory , Reflecting ; yet the learnedit 
cannot aſlign where they are ſeated, orb 


23 what means they operate, Tis enoug 


ro 
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to us that we have them, and many ex- 
cellent uſes for themz one whereof ( and 
a moſt neceſſary one ) is a thankful re. 
flexion on the goodneſs of God who gave 
them. He might have made us in the ve- 
loweſt form of creatures, inſenfible 
Rocks or ſtones; or if he had advanc'd 
us a ftep-higher, he might have fixt us 
among mere animals, made us perhaps of 
the noxious, at beſt of the tamer ſort of 
beaſts ; but he has plac'd us in the higheſt 
rank of viſible creatures, and not only 
ven Dominion over the works of hut 
ands Plal. 8. 6. but has given us reaſon 
wherewith ro manage thar ſoveraigrity, 
without which we had only bin the more 
maſterful fort of brures. | 
17.'YzT ftillthe ſoul is to be confi 
derd in a higher notion, that of its im- 
mortality and capacity of endleſs bliſs : 
and here indeed it owns its extraction 
and is an image of the firſt being, whoſe 
feliciry is coexiftent with himſelf ; this 
aS it is the moft tranſcendent accompliſh- 
ment of our nature, ſo it is moſt univer- 
ſal. Whatever diſparity there may be be. 
tween man and man in other : reſpects, 
yer in this all are equal, the poor begs 
ger at the gatehas a ſoul as capacious of Þ 
| Ctet- 
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eternal happineſs, as he whoſe crumbs he 
begs for ( nay ſomrtimes better prepar'd 
for it, asthat parable ſhews Luke 16.21. ) 
And tho the dignities of earth are the 
prize of the rich and noble, the ſubtle and- - 
deſigning; yet heaven is as cafily mounted 
from the dung-hill as the throne, and an 
honeſt ſimplis ty will ſooner bring us thi- 
ther , then all the Machiavelian policy. 
Nay God has not only delign'd us to fo 

glorious an end , but. has don all on his 
part to ſecure-us of it , ſent his Son to lead 
us the way , his ſpirit to quicken us in 
it. - We need not diſpute how univerſal 
this is; - tis ſure it concerns all to whom 
I am now ſpeaking, thoſe that are within 
the-pale of the church: and if it ſhould 
prove confin'd only to them, the more 
eculiar is their obligation, that are thus, 
Engled out from the reſt of the world, 
and the. greater ought to be their thank- 
fulneſs. The heathen Philoſopher made 
it matter of his folema acknowledgment 
to fortune, that he was born a Grecian and 
not a Barbarian : and ſure the advantages 
of our Chriſtianity are of a much higher 
ſtrein, and ought to be infinitly more 
celebrated. The Apoſtle we find often ap- 
plauding this glorious privilege, as that 
G which , 


. the ſun worthy his notice, much leſs his de 
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which makes fellow citizens with the 
Saints, and of the houshold of God, Ephel, 3 
19. nay which elevates us to a higher ſtate, 
the adoption of ſons, Gal. 4. 5. nor only 
Sons, but Heirs alſo of God, and joint Heirs 
with Chriſt, Rom. 8. 17. And what ambi- 
tion is there ſo greedy which this will 
not ſatisfy ? yet this is ourCommon ſtate, 
the birth-right of our regeneration, if 
wedo not degrade our ſelves, and with 
Eſau baſely ſell -our tirle. ; 

18. AND now methinks every man 
may interrogate himſelf in the ſame form; 
wherein 7Jonadab dide Ammon 2 Sam 1 3:4 
why art thou, being the Kings ſon, thus lean 
from day to day? Why ſhould a Perſon whe 
is adopted by the King of Kings, thuz 
languiſh and pine? What 4s there below 


fires, that hath a Kingdom above ir ? Cer- 
tainly did we but know how to eſtimate 
our ſelves upon this account, twere im. 
poſſible for us with ſuch ſordid  condef- 
centions to Court eyery petty wordly in- 
tereſt, 'and ſo impatiently vex our ſelves 
when we cannot attain ir. Alas how uns 
worthily do we bear the name of Chri- 
ſtians, when that which carried the Fore- 
fathers of our Faith thro the molt fiery tri» 
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als,cannot ſupport us under the diſappoint- 
ment of any-extravagant defire ? They had 
ſach reſpect to the recompence of the reward, 
Heb. 11. 26. as made them cheerfully ex- 
pole their Fame to ignominy, their Goods 
to rapine,»their Bodies to the moſt exqui- 
fitetortures, and their Lives to death. Yet 
the ſame hopes cannot work us to any 
tolerable degree of patience , when we 
ſuffer but the ſmalleſt diminution in any 
of theſe. What ſhall we ſay ? Is Heaven 
grown leſs valuable, or Earth more then 
t was then? No ſurely, but we are more 
infatuated in our eſtimates : we have ſo 
long abetred the rivalry of the hand-maid, 
that the Miſtreſs , like Sarah , appears 
deſpicable. Like Jonah we fit down ſul- 
ten upon the withering of a gourd, never 
conſidering that God has provided us a 

better ſhelter, & building of God eternal in 
the Heavens. 2 Cor. 5.1. Indeed there 
can be no temporal deſtitution ſo great, 
which ſuch. an expeQation cannot make 
ſupportable. - Were we in Fobs condition 
fitting upon a dunghil, and ſcraping our 

ſelves with a potsheard, yet as long as we 

ean ſay with him our Redeemer [zveth. Job. 

19. 25. we have all reaſon to ſay with 


$ him alſo, bleſſed be the name of the Lord. 


Chap, 
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Chap. 1.21. What a madneſs is it then 
for us to expole our. ſelves to be pierc'd 
and wounded by every temporal adverſi. 
ty, who have ſo impenetrable an armour? 
nay what an ungrateful contumely is it 
to that goodneſs of God, to ſhew that we 
cannot make him a counterpoiſe to the 
moſt trivial ſecular ſatisfaftion ? on which 
account ſure he may again take up that 
exprobrating complaint we find in the Pro- 
phet, A goodly price that I was valued at by 
them. Zac.11.13. 

19, BuT how mean ſoever he is in our 
cies, tho Chriſt ſeem the ſame to us in his 
glory which he did in his abjeQion, to 
have no beauty that we ſhould defire him; 
yet he puts another rate upon himſelf, 
and tells us that he that loves Father or 
Mother , Son or Daughter more then me, 
ts not wonthy of me, Mart. 10. 37. Now out 
love and our joy are paſſions coincident, 
and therefore whatever we joy more in 
then we do in him, we may be preſum'd 
to love better; and if he cannot endure 
the competition of thoſe more ingenuous 
_ objects of our love he there mentions, how 
will he ſuffer that of our vanities, out 
childiſh wanton appetites? And'yet thoſs 
are the thipgs after which we ſo impati- 

ently 
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ently rave. For-I believe I may trul 
affirm, thar” if there were a ſcrutiny made 
into all the diſcontents of mankind, for 
one that were faſtned upon any great con- 
ſiderable calamity, there are many thar | 
are founded only in the irregularity of 
our own defires. | 
20, By what has bin ſaid we may juſt- 
ly conclude in the Prophets phraſe, God 
hath not bin to us a wilderneſs, a land of 
darkneſs , Jer. 2.31. but has graciouſly 
diſpen'ſ to us in all our intereſts, Yet the 
inſtances here given are only common, 
ſuch as relate to all, or at leaſt the far 
greater part of mankind : but what vo- 
lums might be made, ſhould every man 
ſer down his own particular experiences 


+» of mercy? In that caſe twould be no ex- 


travagant Hyperbole we find Joh. 22. 25. 
1 hat even the world it ſelf could not contam 
the books which Should be written. God 
knows our memories are very frail, and our 
obſervations flight in this point : yet ab- 
ftracting from all the forgotten or negle- 
Qed favors, what vaſt catalogues may every 
man make to himſelf, if he would be yet 


recolleCt, what effects he has had of Gods 
bounty in giving, of his providence in 
protecting, of his grace in _ 
* an 
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andexciting , of his patience in forbear- ' 


ing? And certainly all theſe productions 
of the divine goodneſs were never de- 
ſign'd to die in the birth. The Pſalmiſt 
will tell us, the Lord hath ſo don his mar- 
wvellous works, that they ought to h# had in 
remembrance. P\.11.4. Let every man then 
make it his daily care to recount to him- 
ſelf the wonders God hath don, as for the 
children of men in general, ſo for him- 
ſelf in particular. hen the Iſraelites 
murmured under their bondage » Pha- 
raoh imputes it to their idleneſs, and 
preſcribes them more work , as the rea- 
dieft cure : a piece indeed of inhuman 
Tyranny in him, but may with equity 
and ſucceſs be praCticed by us upon our 
ſelves. When we find our appetites mu« 
tinous, Complaining of our preſent con- 
dition, let us ſet our ſelves to work, ime 
poſe it as a task upon our ſelves to re- 
colle& the many inſtances of Gods mer- 
Cies. And ſurely if we do it ſincerely, 
and with intention , we cannot have paſt 
thro half our ſtages, before our ſullen 
murmurs will be beat out of counte«- 
nance, and retire with ſhame, when they 
are confronted with ſuch a cloud of wits 
neſſes, ſuch fignal teſtimonies of Gods 


goods 
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oodneſs to us: for when we have mu- 

er'd up all our little grievances, moſt 
critically examin'd all our wants, we ſhall 
find them very unproportionable to our 
camforts, and to our recEits; in which 
comparative notion , the next Seftion” is 
to confider them, 


SECY. 
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Of the Surpluſage of our Enjoiments | 
above our Sufferings. | 


I, O regulate our eſtimate of thoſe 
things which we either enjoy or 
ſuffer, there are three precedent queries to 
be made: the firſt of their number or plen- 
ty , the ſecond of their weight, the third 
of their conſtancy and continuance ; for 
according as they partake more of theſe 
properties, every goodis more good, and 
every evil is moreevil. It will therefore 
be our beſt method of trial in the pre. 
ſent caſe, to compare our bleſſings and our 
calamities in theſe three reſpþeQs. 

2. AND firſt in that of plenty , the 
mercies of God are the ſource of all our 
good, are ſerout to us in holy ſcripture 
inthe moſt ſuperlative ſtrein, They are mul- 
titudes, Plal. 102. 20. Plenteons redemtion, 
Pal. 130. 7. as high as the heaven, Pſal. 
103, 11. He fills all things living with 
plenteouſneſs, Plal, 145. 16, His —_— -- 

ce 
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deed are ſuch as come not within the . 
compaſs of number , but ſtrerch them. 
ſelves to infinity , and are beſt repreſent- 
ed by ſuch a calculation as God made ro 
Abraham , when he ſhew'd him the nu. 
merouſneſs of his poſterity by the innu- 
merableneſs of the ſtars, Gen. 15. 5. Were 
there but a ſingle mercy apportion'd to 
each minute of our lives, the ſum would 
ariſe very high : but how 1s our Arithme- 
tic confounded , when every minute has 
more then we Can diſtin&tly number ? 
for beſides the original ſtock mention'd 
in the laſt ſeftion, and rhe acceſſion of 
new bounty, the giving us ſomewhat 
which we had not before; what an accu- 
mulative mercy is it , the preſerving what 
we have? We are made up of ſo many 
Pieces , have ſuch varieties of intereſts , 
ſpiritual, remporal, public, and private; for 
ourſelves, for our friends, and dependants; 
that it is not a confuſed general regard that 
will keep all theſe in ſecurity one moment, 
We are like a vaſt building , which coſts 
as much to maintain ; as to erect, And in- 
deed-conſidering the corruptibleneſs of 
our materials, our preſervation is no leſs 
a work of omniporence, then our firſt 
forming : nay perhaps tis rather a-greater. 

- Our 
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Our original clay tho it had no aptneſs, 
yet it had no averhions to the receiving 
2 human form ; but was in th hand of the 
potter to make'it what hepleaſed: but we 
now have principles of decay within ns, 
which vehemently tend to diffolution 
we want the ſupplies of ſeveral things 
without us, the failing whereof rerurns us 
again to our duſt, Nay we do not only 
need the aid, but we fear the hoſtility of 
outward things. That very air which ſom. 
times refreſhes us, may at another ſtarve 
and freeze us: that which warms and 
comforts ,us, has alſo a power of conſu. 
ming us. Yea that very meat which nu. 
riſes, may choak and ſtifle us. In a 
word, there is no creature ſo deſpicable, ſo 
inconſiderable, whi ch may not ſomtimez 
ſerve us, and which may not at any time 
(1t God permit) ruine us. Now whence 
is it that we ſo conſtantly, ſo frequently 
find the good, the benign efficacy of theſe 
things , and fo ſeldom, ſo rarely the evil? 
whence I ſay is it, but from the active 
nnwearied providence, which draws forth 
the berter properties of the creatures. for 
our uie, and reſtrains the worſer for qur 
ſecurity ? which with a particular adver- 


tence watChes not only over every Per- | 
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ſon , but over every ſeveral concern of 
that perſon. And how aſtoniſhing a con. 
templation is this ? If the mere ebbing and 
flowing of the ſea, put the Philoſopher 
into ſuch an extaſy , that he flung him- 
ſelf into it, becauſe he could not com. 
prehend the inſcrutable cauſe of it; in 
what perpetuall raptures of admiration 
may we be, who haveevery minute within 
ns, and about us, more and greater won» 
ders, and thoſe too in our favor, when we 
deſerve rather the divine power] ſhould 
exert it ſelf in our deſtruCtion ? 

3. Bur alas our danger from the vi. 
ſible creatures, is lirtle compar'd with 
thoſe from the ſpirits of darkneſs. We wre- 
ftle not only with flesh and blood, but with 
Principalities Powers, with ſpiritual 
wickedneſs, &c, Eph. 6. 12. So inveterate 
is the enmity between the Serpent and the 
ſeed of the Woman in general , that he 
watches all advantages againſt us, not on. 
ly in our ſouls, bur even our bodies, our 

oods , and in every part of our concerns. 
has we ſee he not only aſſaulted Jobs 
ſoul by the wicked infinuations of his 
Wife, but ( with more effect ) his body 
with boiles and ſores, his poſlefions by 
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mages of himſelf, his deareſt Children, by 
a wind from the wilderneſs. Job. 1. Ang 
can we think his malice is now worn out? 
no ſurely he till wiſhes as ill ro manki nd 
as ever, and we ſhould ſoon ſee the woful 
effects of it, did not the ſame power w hich 
let him looſe for Fobs trial, reſtrain hin 
for our ſafety, Nay had he but power 
to affright, tho not to hurt us, even that 
would make our lives very uncomfortable, 
We cannot hear the relation of Spright 
or apparitions, but our blood chills upon 
it, and a horror runs thro our veins: what 
ſhould we then do if he ſhould make his 
night-walks thro our chambers, and with 
his illuſory terrory diſturb our reſt? Yet 
all this and much more he would do, if 
God did not chain up this of4 Dragon, 
Rev, 20. + Nay if he were not at the ex. 
pence of a guard about us, and thoſe no 
leſs then Angels. I ſhall not diſpute whi- 
ther every perſon hath not his peculia 
Guardian : for tho many have not impro. 
bably aſſerted it, we have ground enough 
of acquieſcence in the general affirmation 
of the Apoſtle, that they are all miniſtring 
Spirits, ſent forth to mimiter for them, why 
Shall be heires of Salvation, Heb. I. 14 
And now if the Reader pleale to ſum® 
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up how many are his concerns, and how 
many are the dangers which await him in 
them all, he cannot ſure render the ac- 
count of thoſe mercies which preſerve 
the one, and divert the other, in any other 
phraſe then rhat of the Pſalmift. 7 hey are 
more then I am able to expreſs. Pa. 40. 7. 

4. WE may now challenge the moſt 
miſerable, or the moſt querulous man 
living, to produce cauſes of complaint, 
pr to thoſe of thanks.giving. 

e that has the greateſt ſtock of calami- 
ties, Can never vye with the heaps of be- 
nefits; the diſproportion is greater then 
that of the Armies of Ahab and Benha- 
dad. 1 Kings. 20. 27. whereof the one 
was like two little flocks of Kids, the ot her 
filled the country. God has rold us that 
he af/iitts not willingly, nor grieves the chil- 
dren of men. Lam. 3. 33. whereas on the 
contrary, he delighteth in mercy. Mich. 7. 
18. We may judge by our ſelves. which 
he is likelieſt often to repete, thoſe ats 
which he doth with regret and relu&tancy, 
or thoſe which he do's with pleſure and 
delight. But we need no inferences where 
we have the atteſtation of experience. 
Let every man therefore make this his 
judge in this caſe, let hin every night 

re- 
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recolle&, how many things within and 
about him he is concern'd in, and cons 
ſider how many of thoſe have bin preſerv'd 
intire to him, ſtill accounting every thing 
ſo continued as a new donation. -If he 
begin with his Spiritual ſtate, tis too poſ. 
ſible he may ſomtimes find he has loſt his 
innocence , committed ſome, perhaps 
many fins : but even in theſe he will find 


Cauſe to juſtify God, if he do but recol- 


le& with what inward checks and admo- 
nitions, and outward reſtraints, God has 
endevored to bridle him. It he will break 
thro thoſe fences, that do's not at all de. 
rogare from the mercy of God which ſo 
guarded him, bur it rather illuſtrates his 
goodneſs, that after ſo many quenchings 
of his Spirit , do's yet continue its influ- 
ence. So thar even he that has the moſt 
deplorably violated his integrity, is yet to 
confeſs that Gods purpoſe was to have 
PR—_ it intire: and he might really ſo 

ave kept it, had he compli'd. with thoſe 
aids which were afforded him. But in tem- 
poral concerns we are not ſo apt to under- 
mine our ſelves, and therefore ſhall much 
more rarely find we have fuffer'd detris 
ment in them, rhen in our ſpiritual; but 


are there ordinarily like to meet with a | 
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tter account. Let a man therefore con. 
der what is lacking to him of all the ſe. 


| Cular good things he had in the morn- 


ing, and tell me whither for the moſt 
part he may not give ſuch an account, 
as the Ifraelitish otficers did of their men 
after the ſlaughter of the M:dianites, that 
he hath not loſs one. Nam. 31. 39. Or if 
ſomtimes he do ſuffer a diminution , yet 
at the worſt he will find that many more 
good things have bin preſerv'd to him, 
then have bin taken from him. A man 
may perhaps meet with ſome dammage in 
his eſtate, yet tis manifold odds that that 
dammage is but partial, and that he has 
ſtill more left then is loft, Or if it be 
more intire ; yet if he have his health, his 
limbs, his ſenſes, his friends, and all things 
beſide his eſtate left him, fo that for one 
thing he has loſt, he ſtill retains a multj- 
tude, he ntay ſay of it as the Diſciples of 
the few Loaves,what ts this among ſo many? 
Mat. 14.17. Ariftippus being bemoan'd for 
the loſſe of a Farm, repli'd with ſome ſharp. 
neſs upon his Condoler, you have but one 
field, and I haveyer three left, why ſhould 
I not rather grieve for you ? intimaring 
that a man is not ſo'much to eſtimate what 
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of wiſdom which if we would tranſcribe, 
we might quickly convince our ſelves, that 
even 1n our moſt adyerſe eſtate there are as 
E jad {peaks, more with us then againFt us, 
2 King.6.16. that our enjoiments are more 
then our ſufferings,and Gods acts of grace, 
do far out-number thole of his ſeverity. 

5. AND as they do out-number, ſo alſo 
do they out-weigh them. The mercies 
we receive from God are ( as the laſt Se- 
Ction has ſhew'd) of the greateſt impor. 
tance; the moſt ſubſtantial ſolid goods, and 
the greateft of all, I mean thoſe which 
concern our eternal ſtate, are ſo firmly fixt 
on us, that unleſs we will voluntarily quit 
our clame, tis not in the power of men 
or devils to defeat us. Light bodies are 
eaſily blown away by every guſt of wind, 
but this weight of glory, as the Apoitle calls 
it,, 2 Cor. 4. 17. continues firm and ſta- 
ble, is proof againſt all ſtorms, like the 
Shadow of a great rock in a weary Land, 
Hai. 32. 2. Thoſe dark adumbrations we 
have of it, might have ſerved to refreſh and 
deceive the tediouſneſs of our pilgrimage, 
and therefore the moſt formidable cala- 
mities of this life are below all meſures of 
compariſon with this hope of our callingy 
this riches of the glory of our inheritance. 

Eply 
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Eph, 3. 16. The heavieſt and moſt preſling 
of our afflitions are to that, but like the 


ſmall duff of the balance : Eſa. 40. 15. fo + 


that if we ſhould here ſtop our inquiſition, 
we have a ſufficient reſolution of the pre. 
ſent queſtion, and muſt conchude, that 
God has given us an abundant counter. 
poiſe of all, we either do or Can ſuffer 
here. 

6, Ir therefore there be any ſo for- 
lorn as to remporals, that he can fetch 
thence no evidenee of Gods fatherly care 
of him, yet this one conſideration may 
ſolve his doubts, and convince him that 
he isnot abdicated by him. We read of 
no gifts Abraham gave Iſaac, yet tothe 
ſons of the concubins tis ſaid he did Gen. 
25. 6, It hadbin a very fallacious infe- 
rence, it 1/aac ſhould have concluded 
himſelf neglected, becauſe his far greater 

rtion was but in reyerſions. And it 
will be the ſame in any of us, if we argue 
an unkindneſs from any temporal wants 
who have the entail of an eternal inheri- 
tance. But ſurely God do's not leave himſelf 
without witneſs, At, 14.17. even in ſecu- 
{ar things; there is no man breathing but 
has ſome bleflings of his left hand , as well 
as his right, as I have already mention'd - 

1 an 
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and unleſs it be ſome tew prodigies of 
Calamity in whoſe punithment or ps 
ence God deſigns fignally to glorify him. 
ſelf, there are none who enjoy not great 
et comforts of life then thoſe they wanr, 


' I mean ſuch as are really greater, tho per- 


haps, to their prejudicate fancies they do 
not appear ſo. - Thus in point of health, 
if a man bediſaffected in one part, yet 
all the reſt of his body may be (and of. 
tenis ) well; or if he have a complica- 
tion, and have more then one diſeaſe , 
yet there is no man that has all, or half 
ſo many a are incident to human bo. 
dies, fo that. he is comparatively more 
healthy then fick. So again it is not ve- 
common for a man to looſe alimb , or 
ſenſe , the generaliry of men keep then 
to their laſt; and they who do, have in 
that an ovetbalance to moſt outward 
adverſities; and even they who are 6 
unhappy tro looſe one, yet commonly 
keep the refty ar leaſt the Major part:'ori 
at any time any man is left a mere breath. 
ing trunk, yerit is by ſuch ſtupitying 
diſeaſes as dead the ſenſe , or ſuch mor- 
tal ones as ſoon take them away ;z and 
the remedy overtakes the Malady, Be- 
ſides it pleaſes God very often, to make 
COM- 
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tt 


compenſation; tor the want of one mem- 
ber or faculty- by improving the uſe, of 
another. We have ſeen feet ſupply all 
the neceſſary uſes of hands to thoſe who 
have had none; and it is athing of daily 
obſervation that men that areblind , have 
tho greater internal light : have their in. 
telle&ts more yigorous and active , by their 
abſtractions from viſible objects. 

7, Tuvs allo it is in the matter of 
wealth, he that is forced to get his bread 
by the {wet of his browes, tis true he 
cannot have thoſe delicacies wherewith 
rich men abound; yet his labor helps him 
to a more poignant, more ſavory ſauce 
then a whole College of Epicures can 
compound. His hunger gives a higher 
guſt to his dry cruſt, then the ſurfeited 
ftomach can find in the moſt coſtly, moſt 
elaborate mixtures : ſo verifying the ob. 
ſervation of Solomon , the full ſoul loatheth 
the heny comb , but to the hungry ſoul e- 
very bitter thing us ſweet , Prov, 27. 7. He 
cannot indeed ſtretch biwſelf upon. his bed of 
Tuory, Am. 6. 4. yet his fleeps are ſoun- 
der then thoſe that can. The wiſeman 
rells us, and experience dos, ſo too , that 
the ſleep of a laboring man 1s feeet. Eccles, 
5. 12, He is not _— Gorgeoully , 
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has not the ſplendor of glittering appa- 
rel, ſo neither has he the”Tare of con- 
triving it, the fears of being foreſtal'd 
in a new invention , or any of thoſe un- 
manly ſolicitudes which attend that va- 
nity. Hehas the proper genuine uſe of 
clothing z the preventing ſhame and cold, 
and is happily determin'd to that which 
the wiſer men of the world have volun. 
tarily choſen. To conclude, he has one 
advantage beyond all theſe ; his neceſſi. 
ties reſcue him from idleneſs, and all its 
conſequent temtations z which is ſo great 
a benefit, that if rich men be not rheir 
own taskmaſters as his wants are his, if 
they do not provide themſelves of buſi 
neſs; that one want of theirs is infinitly 
more deplorable then all his : and he 
is not only happy comparatively with 
himſelf, in having better things then he 
wants , but with them alſo. 

8. IF we come now to reputation 
and fame, the account will be much the 
lame, hethat is eminent in the world for 
ſome great" atchievement, is ſer up. as' an 
objec of every mans remark ; when as his 
excellencies on the one hand are viſible, 
ſo his faults and blemiſhes are on the 0- 
ther, And as human frailty makes irtoo 

, pro- 
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robable theſe later will be really more, ſo 
p— envy makes it ſure that they ſhall 
be more preciſely , more curiouſly obſer- 
ved, and more loudly blazon'd. So that 
upon the- whole, a good quier ſecurity , 
tho it be not the road to glory , yet is the 
liklieft fence. againſt infamy. And 1n- 
deed he that can keep up the repute of 
a ſober integrity within his own pri- 
vate ſphere, need not envy the trium- 
phant fallies of others, which often meet 
with a fatall turn at the later end of the 


day. But twill be faid that even that 


more moderate ſort of reputation is not 
every mans portion , bur that many lie un» 
der great ignominy and ſcandals. I ſhall 
here ask whither thoſe be juſt or unjuſt : 
If they be juſt they belong not to our 
preſent ſubje&t, which ne Ao only to 
thoſe inflictions which are the effects of 
Gods immediate providence , not of our 
own.crimes for 1 never doubted but that 
by thoſe we may diveſt our ſelves of any, 
nay of all the good things God has de- 
fign'd us: But if the obloquy beunjuſt, 
tis probable that tis taken up only by ill 
men, and. that the good paſs a more e- 
quitable ſentence; and then ſurely the at. 
reltation. of 'a few ſuch, is able to out- 

weigh 
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weigh a multitude of the others, And in 
this caſe a man may not only find pati. 
ence bur pleſure in reproches. Socrates 
lookt with trouble and jealouſy on him. 
ſelf when ill men commended him, ſay. 
ing what ill have I don ? and ſure a Chri- 
ſtian has a farther reaſon to be pleas'd 
with their revilings, rhey being his ſecu- 


againſts the woe pronounc'd to thoſe 


r1 

whom all men ſpeak well of , Luke 6, 26, 
Bur ſomrtimes it happens, that even good 
men are ſeduc'd, and either by the artifie 
ces of the wicked, or their own too haſty 
credulity, give Credit to unjuſt reports. And 
this I confeſs, is a ſharp triat tothe injur'd 
perſon , yeteven this cannot often be uni- 
verſal, there can ſcarce be any innocence 
ſo forlorn but thar there may boopporre; 
nities of cleering it to ſome orother, and 
by them propagating it to more, andif the 
cloud ever come to be diſpers'd, their fame 
will appear with the brighter luſter, Bat 
if none. of this happen, they have yet a 
certain and more bleſſed retreat , even an 
appeal to the unerring judg, who never 
beholds us with more approbation, then 


when we areunder the unjuſt condemnas 


tion of men. Indeed we haye then 2 
double tie upon him , not only his png 
| ut 
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but. his pity is concern'd in our canſe. 


e of the oppreſſed, and there is ſcarce 
arper and more ſenſible oppreſſion then 
this of Calumny : yet even this proves ad- 
vantage, whiPſt it procures Gods imme. 
diate patronage, makes us the objects of 
his more peculiar care and Compaſhon, who 
can make our righteouſneſs as cleer as the 
light, Pſa. 37.6. if he fee it fit; but if in 
his wiſdom he chuſe not that for us, tis 
comfort enough for us that we have ap. 
prov'd it to him. Twas Elkanahs que- 
ftion to Hannah in her diſconſolation, 
Am not I better to thee then ten Sons? 1 
Sam. 1.8, And ſure we may ſay the like 
of Gods approbation, that tis betrer to us 
I ſay not then ten, but ten thouſand Eu- 
logies of men. The very Echo of it in 
the teſtimony of a good conſcience is an 
unſpeakable comfort,and this voice ſounds 
more audibly, more ſweetly, among the 
loudeſt, the harſheſt accuſations of men. 
So that we ſee even this. aſſault too is not 
without irs gnard , and theſe waters of 
Marah. Exod. 15. 23. may be render'd not 

only wholſome but pleaſant. 
9. I have now inſtanced in the three 
moſt general concerns of human life, rhe 
Body, 


God particularly owns himſelf as the re. 
fu 
a 
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Body, Goods, and Fame, to which headg 


— 


may bz reduced moſt of the afflitiong 


incident to our- out-ward ſtate, as far as 
immediately concerns our ſelves. Bur, 
there is no man ſtands ſo fingle in the 
world, but he has ſome relations or friends 
in which he thinks himſelt intereſled, and 
many times thoſe oblique ſtrokes which 
wound us thro them, are as painful as 
the more dire : yet here allo God is 


ordinarily pleas'd to provide ſome allaies, 


if we would but rake notice of them. He 
who has had one friend die, has ordina. 
rily divers others ſarviving or if he have 
not that, uſually God raiſes him up others, 
Tis true we Cannot have a ſucceſſion of 
Fathers and Mothers, yet we often have 
of other friends that are no leſs helpful 
rous : and indeed there are ſcarce in a- 
ny thing more remarkable evidences of 
Providence, then in this particular. He 
that ts able out of ſtones to raiſe up chit. 
dren to Abraham, Mat. 3 9. do's many 
times by as unexpetted a production ſup. 
ply friends to the deſolate. But we do ſom- 
times looſe our friends while they are liv. 
ing, they withdray their kindneſs which 
is the ſoul of friendſhip : and if this hap- 
pen by our own demerit, we can accuſe 

nel- 
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neither God nor them for it: nor can we 
rationally expe thar God ſhall provide 
ſapplies,' when we wilfully deſpoile our 
ſelves. But when they are unkind with- 
out provocation, .then is the ſeaſon for 
hisjnterpoſition, who nles to take up hoſe 
whom Father and Mother forſake,Pſa.27 ao. 
and we trequently ſee ſignal proofs of his 
care in exciting the compaſſions of other 
friends and relatives, or perhaps of mere 
ſtrangers. Nay ſomrimes God makes the 
inhamanity of a 'mans relations, the oc- 
cafion' of his advantage. Thus the bar- 
barous malice of Zoſephs brethren was the 
firſt ſtep to his Dominion over Egypt. 
Andit1s a common obſervation-in Fami- 
hes,” rhar the moſt diſcounrenanc'd child 
oft" makes- better proof, then the dearl- 
mow m | 
"20: Ws are yet liable toa third affli- 
Rtion'by the calamity of our friends , 
which by the Sympathy of Kindneſs pref- 
ſes' us" no leſs (perhaps more ) ſenhibly 
their 'our own : but then tis to be conft- 
der'd, that theirs are capable of the ſame 
auaying, circumftances' that ours are, and 
God has the ſame arts of alleviating their 
burdens, fo that we haverhe farite argu« 
mefits'for acquiefcence * their __ 
_ tat 
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that we have in our-own, and ſhall: doa 
more friendly office. in, impreſling thoſe 
upon them, then in the molt pallionate 
adopting their ſorrows. | | 
11, T 1 laſt and greateſt diſcomfort 
from friends, is that of their fin: and if 
ever we may be allow'd that diſconſolate 
ſtrein of the Prophet, Eſa. 22.4. Turs 
away from me, I will weep bitterly; labor 
not to comfort me ; this ſeems to be-the 
time: yet even this wally. of Achor- «510 
without a door of hope, Hol. 2.15; A vici- 
ous perſon may” be recalled , multitudes Il 
have bin; ſo that as long as God conti- i 
nues life, we ought no; more to depaſite WM 
our hope, then to quit our endevor., i Be-M 
ſides there are few that make this, cons | 
plaint that have not ſomthing to balance, 
or at leaſt to lighten it. I ſhall inſtance { 
in that relation which is the neareſt and [ 
moſt tender, that of a Parent. He. that F 
has one bad child may have divers good 8 + 
If he have but one virtuous tis a very gr t 
mercy, and tis another that he. may. bel t 
th2 better taught ro value it by;the op-M þ 
poſition of the contrary, But it;any be 
ſo-unhappy as to have many children, and 
all to conſume hus eies and grieve big, heart, 
I Sam:2:33.1t may be a ſea 0nahle FINER 
T 
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for him to examin how far he has contri. 
buted to it either by Ehkes fond indulgence, 
or by a remiſs and careleſs education : or 
which is worſt of all, by his moſt impious 
example. If any, or all of rheſe be tound 
the cauſe, he is not ſo much to ſeek for 
allaies to his grief, as for pardon of his fin: 
and when he has penitenrly retra&ted his 
own faults,he may then have better ground 
of hope that God may reform thoſe of 
his children. In the mean time he ma 
look on his own affliction in them as Gods 
diſcipline on him , and gather at leaſt this 
comfort from it , thac his heavenly Fa- 
ther has more Care of him, then he had 
of his z* and do's not leave him uncorre- 
ed. 

T2. Tavs we ſec in all the concerns 
( which are the moſt common and im. 
portant of haman life, and wherein the 
jaſteſt of our complaints are uſually tound. 
ed there is ſuch a temperature and mix. 
tare, 'that the good do's more then equal 
the ill, and that not only in- the groſier 
bulk , 'when our whole ſtate is weighed 
together , but in every fingle brunch of 
it. God having herein dealt with this 
little world Man, as he has don wirh the 
greater, wherein he is obſerv'd to: have 
K 2 fur- 
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furniſhed every country with Specific .xc- 
medies for their Peoahar diſeaſes. -L haye 
only given theſe ſhort hints by way of 
eſſay and pattern for the Readers con. 
templation, which when he ſhall have ex- 
rended to all thoſe more minute particu- 
lars wherein he is eſpecially 'concern'd, 
more curioufly compar'd his ſufferings 
with his allaies and comforts; I cannot 
doubt bur he will own himſelf an inſtance 
of the truth of the preſent Theſis, and 
confeſs, that he has much more cauſe of 
thankfulneſs then complaint. 

13. Taxis I fay ſuppoſing his afflicti- 
ons to be of thoſe more ſolid and conſide. 
rable ſorts I have before mention'd, But 
how many are there who have few or none 
of ſuch; who ſeem to be ſeated inthe land 
of Goshen, ina place exemt from all the 
plagues thar inteſt rheir Neighbors ? And 
thoſe one would think ſhould give a rea 
dy ſuffrage to this concluſion, as having 
no temtation to oppugn it; yet 1 doubt 
tis far otherwiſe, and that ſuch men are 
of all the moſt unſatisfied, For tho they 
have no croſſes. of Gods impoſing, they 
uſually .create a multitude to themſelves. 
And here we may ſay with David, it u« 
better to fall into the hand of God, then in- 

| | {0 
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tothe band of man, 2 Sam. 24. 14. tis eaher 
to. bear the afflictions God ſends, then 
thoſe we-make-to our ſelves, His are li» 
mited both for quantity and quality, but 
our own are as boundleſs as thoſe extrava- 
gaat defires from which they ſpring. 

14. AND this is the true cauſe why 
contentment is ſo much a ſtranger to thoſe 
who have all the outward caules of it, 
they have no definite meſure of their de- 
ſires ; tis not the ſupply of all their real 
wants will ſerve their turn, their appe- 
tites are precarious and depend upon con- 
tingencies. They hunger not becauſe 
they are emty, but becauſe others are full. 
Many a man could have liked his own 
portion well enough, had he not ſeen an- 
other have ſomthing he liked better. Nay 
even the moſt inconſiderable things ac. 
quire a value by being anothers, when 
we deſpiſe much greater of our own. A- 
hab might well have ſatisfied himſelf with 
the Kingdom of Iſrael, had not Naboths 
poor plor lain in his eie : but ſo raving 
were his deſires after it, that he diſreliſhes 
all the pomps of a Crown, yea the ordi- 
nary refreſhments of Nature, can eat 10 
bread till he have that to furniſh him with 
Sallads, 1 King. 21.2, And how many 

are 
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are there now” adaies: whoſe cloths'fir un. 
ealy if they ſee another have had bur the 
lack to be alittle more ingemuoully vain; 
whoſe meat is unſavory it they have ſeen 


bur a greater rarity, a newer Cookery 'at 


anothers Table : in a word who make 
other peoples exceſſes the ſtandard of their 
own felicities. - | | 

15. Nok are our appetites only ex- 
Cited thus by our outward objects, but 
precipirated and hurried on by our-inward 
luſts. The proud man ſo longs for ho- 
mage and adoration, -that nothing can 
pleaſe him it that. be wanting: ' Hamas 
can find no guſt in all the ſenfualities of 
the Perſian Court, becauſe a poor deſpi- 
cable Jew denies his abaiſance; Eſt. 5.13. 
The luitful. ſo impatiently purſues his im- 
pure deſigns, that any difficulty he meets 
in them, makes him pine and languiſh 
like Amnon , who could no way recover 
his own health but by violating his ſiſters 
honor, 2 Sam, 13. 14. The revengeful la- 
bors under an Hydropic thirſt till he have 
the blood of his enemy : all the. liquor of 
Abſaloms ſheep-ſheering could not quench 
his, without the ſlaughter of his brother, 
2 Sam.i>.29. Andthus every one of our pal- 
ſions keeps us upon the rack till they have 
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obtained their defigns. Nay when they 
have, the very emrineſs of thoſe acqui- 
ſitions is a new torment, and puts us up. 
on freſh} purſuits. Thus between the 1m- 

neſs of our deſires, and the emti. 
neſs of our enjouments, We ſtill d;ſquiet 
our ſelves in vain, Pla. 39. 7. And whil't 
we have ſuch cruel :rask-maſters,- tis not 
ſtrange to find us groaning under our bur. 
dens.. If we will indulge to all our vi. 
cious or fooliſh appetites, think our lives 
bound up with them, and fſolicite the 
ſatisfaction of them with as impatient a 
vehemence, as Rachel did for children, 
_— I.giuve methem or 1 die: no won- 
der that we are alwaies complaining of 
diſappointments, fince in theſe the yery 
ſucceisis adetear, and is but the exchang. 
ing the pain of a craving ravenous fto- 
mach, for that of a cloi'd and nauſeated, 
Indeed men of this temper condemn them. 
ſelves/to. a-perpetual reſtleſsneſs , they- are 
like phantaſtic mutineers, who when their 
ſuperiors ſend them blanks to write their 
own conditions, know not what will pleaſe 
them. .;,..and. even - Omnipotence it ſelf 
cannot, ſatisfy , theſe till it have new 
moulded them, and reducod their deſires 
0 a Cextainty, 
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16. BuT in the mean time how an- 
juſtly do they accuſe God of illiberaliry; 
becauſe every thing anſwers not their hu. 
mor ? He hasznade them reaſonable crea« 
tures, and has provided them farrsfac&ti« 
ons proportionable to their natareybur if 
they will have wild irrational expe&ta® 
tions, neither his wiſdom , nor his Y $ 
neſs is concern'd to ſatisfy thoſe. Hil 1 
ſupplies are real and folid, and therefore 
have no Correſpondence to imaginary il| * 
wants. If we will createfuch ro our felves'f * 
why do we not create an imaginary" ſatis 
faction to them ?”T were the metrier frens 
zy of the two, tobe likethe mad 4h 
n4an that thought all the ſhips"thar Came 
into the harbor his own: and 'twett bet! 
ter Zxion like to have our Arms fiPd with 
a cloud, then to have them ney encpe q 
beating our own breaſts , and be ſtill r6r- 


menting our ſelyes with unſatisfiable des 2: 
ſires. Yer this is the ſtare ro whichme io 
voluntarily ſubje& themſelves, and'then 
quarrel ar God becauſe they will-not let {u 
themſelves be happy. Bur ſore rheir ve- 
ry complaints juſtify God, and argue'thak - 


he has dealt very kindly with' ther, ati 

afforded them all the neceſſary kecomo+B< 

dations of life: for did they want _ 
ef 
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: B they would not be fo ſenſible of the want 
of the other. He that 1s art perfect eaſe may 
feel with ſome vexation the biting of a 
fleaor gnat , which would not be ar all ob. 
ſervable ifhe were upon the rack. And. 
ſhould God change the ſcene, and make 
theſe nice people fcel the deſtitution of 
neceſſaries z all theſe regrets about ſuper- 
fluities would be overwhelmed. In the 
mean time: how deplorable a thing is it, 
that we are ſtll the poorer for Gods boun« 
ty, that thoſe to whom he has opened his 
hand wideſt, ſhould open their mouth ſo 
too, in outcries and murmurs? For I 
think I may ſay that generally , thoſe that 
are the fartheſt remoy'd from want, are 
ſo from content too ; they take no notige 
of all the real ſubſtantial bleflings they 
enjoy , leave theſe ( like the ninty nine 
ſheep in the wilderneſs ) forgotten and 
neglected, to go in queſt after ſome fu- 
a geve ſatisfaftion , which like a ſhadow 
wi = ſtill faſter in proportion to their pur- 
uit, | 

17. AND now would God they could 
be recalled from this unprofitable chace, 
and infteed of the Horſleeches note, G:ve 
gzve, Prov. 30.15. take up that of the 
Pſalmiſt, what shall T render tothe Lord 
L for 
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for all the benefits he hath don unto me ? Pla, 
116. 12. Let them count how many va« 
tuable or rather 1neftimable things, they 
have received from his mercy y and theq 
confront them with thoſe corre&ions't 
have found from his juſtices and if th 
do this impartially , 1 doubt not t | 
find wherewithal to check their highet 
mutinies ; and will join with me in con 
feſling, that their good things abundantly 
outweigh their 111, 

18, IF now wecarry on the compari 
ſon to the laſt circumſtance, and confide 
the conſtancy,we ſhall find as wide a diffe 
rence, Let us take the Pſalmiſts teſti 
mony, and there will appear a very diſtant 
date of his mercies an _— | 
mercies endure for ever Pal. 136. where 
his wrath endures but the twinklmmg of an i 
Pfal. 3o. 5. And accordingly God own 
his acts of ſeverity as his ſfrange work 
Iſa.28.21.that which he reſorts toonly up 
on ſpecial emergencies; bur his mercie 
are renewed every morning, Lam..3. 25 
and doubtleſs we may all upon trial afhro 
the ſame. There are many of the moſt 1 
ceſlary comforts of life which do not on 
ly ſomtimes viſit us as guefts, but dwel 
with us as inmates and domelſtics, He 
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many are there who have lived in a per- 
perual affluence from their cradles. to 


- their graves s have never known what it 


is to want? And tho the goods of fortune 
arg perhaps leſs conſtant ro ſome , yet the 
refreſhments of nature are uſually ſo to 
us.al, We eatand drink, we ſleep, we 
recreate, we converſe in a continued Cir« 
Cle, and go our round almoſt as conſtant- 
ly as the ſun do's his. Or if God do's 
omrtimes a little interrupt us in it, pat 
lome ſhort reſtrain: upon our refreſhe 
ments, yet that comparatively to the 
time we enjoy them, is but proportiona» 
ble, to the ttop he has ſomtimes made of 
theSun, Jol. 10.13. 2 Kings 20.8. orof 
the ſea, Exod. 14-21. which as they were 
no ſubyerſions of the courſe of nature , 
ſp. neither are thoſe ſhort pauſes he ſom- 
timcs makes, a repeal of thoſe fixt and 
cuſtomary benefits his providence uſually 
allats us. Bur who is there can ſay that any 
one of his afflictions has bin of equal con- 
tUnuance, or has preſt him with fo few in- 
termiſhons ? Perhaps he may have miſt 
lome few nights ſleep : but what is that to 
a twelve-months, or perhaps a whole lives 
9nJ9ying it? Tis poſſible his ſtomach and 
lis meat have not alwaics bin ready to- 
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gether; but how much oftner have uy 

met to his delight? and- generally tho 
things that are moſt uſetul, are but rarely 
interrupted. Nay to a great many-even 
the delicacies of life are no lefs conſtant, 
and their luxuries are as quotidian as their 
bread ; whereas unleſs their vices or- their 
fancies Create uneaſineſles ro them, thoſe 
that come immediately from Gods hand, 
make long intermiſhions aud ſhort ſtaies, 
Yet for all this they that ſhould meſure 
by the unceflantneis of mens complaints, 
would judge that the ſcene was quite-re« 
verſt , and that our good things are as 
ob ſpeaks, ſwifter then a wavers Shuttle, 
ob. 7. 6. whileſt our ill, like Gehazies 
Leproſy, cleave inſeparably to us. 2. King; 

5. 10. , 
19. THE truth is we will not let our 
ſelves _ thoſe intervals God allowes 
as, but when a calamity do's retire we 
will ſtill Keep it in fiction and imagina» 
tion ; revolve it in our nunds, and be- 
eauſe tis poſlible it may return, look up- 
on it as not gon, Like Aguiſh patients 
we count our ſelves fick on our well-day, 
becauſe we expect a fit the next. A ſtrange 
ſtupid folly thus to court vexation, and 
be miſerable in Chimera, Do's any man 
or 
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or indeed any beaft defire to keep a di- 
ſftaftful reliſh fill in his mouth, to chew 
the cud upon gall and wormwood ? yet 
certainly there are a multitude of people 
whoſe lives are imbittcr'd to them merely 
by theſe fantaſtic imaginary ſufferings. 
Nor do we only fright our ſelves with i- 
mages and Ideas of paſt calamities, but 
we-dreis up new bugbears and mormoes, 
are Poetic and aerial in our inventions, 
and lay Romantic ſcenes of diſtreſles. 
This is a thing very incident to jealous 
natures, who are alwaies raiſing alarms 
to themſelves. A ſuſpicious man looks 
en every body with dread. One man he 
fears has deſigns upon .his fortune , an- 
other on his-reputation, perhaps a third 
upon his life : whilſt in the mean time, 
the only ill deſign againſt him is ma- 
naged by himfelt z his own cauſelels fears 
and jealouſies' which pur him .in a ftate 
of hoſtility with all he world ; and do 
efren betray him to the very things he 
groundleſly ſuſpefted. For it is not fel- 
dom. ſeen 'that men have incurr'd reall 
miſchiefs by a fond follicirude of as 
voiding imaginary ones. I do not que- 
ſtion but this is a ftate calamitous e- 
nough , and ſhall acknowledg it _y 
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likely that ſuch perſons ſhall have little 
or no truce from their troubles , who 
have ſuch an unexhauſted ſpring within 
themſelves; yet we may ſay to them as 
the Prophet did to the houſe of Faced, 
Is the ſpirit of the Lord ſtraitned ? are 
theſe his doings? Mich, 2, 7. Such men 
muſt not cry out that Gods hand hes 
heavy upon them, but their own; and 
ſo can be no impeachment to the truth 
of our obſervation , that Gods bleſlings 
are of a longer duration, keep a more 
fixt ſteddy courſe then his puniſhments, 
The reſult of all is, that the genera. 
lity of mankind have- good things ( e- 
ven as to temporals) which do in the three 
reſpe&ts fore-mention'd exceed the ill, 
I mean the true and real ills which God 
ſends, tho not thoſe fanciful ones they 
raiſe to themſelves. 
20. AND now why ſhould it not ap- 
pear a reaſonable propoſition that men 
ſhould entertain themſelves with the ple- 
fanter parts of Gods diſpenſations to 
them, and not alwajes pore upon the 
| harſher: eſpecially fince the former are 
ſo much a fairer obje& , and perpetual- 
ly in their cie, why ſhould we look as 
rac 
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the more ſadening ſpeCacles of human 
frailry or misfortune , thro all the mag. 
nifying optics our fancies Can ſupply , 
an perverſly turn away our eies trom 
the cheerfuller? Yet this God knows is 
too much the caſe with mot of us. How 
nicely and crirically do we obſetve eve- 
ry little adverſe accident of our lives ? 
what tragical ſtories of them do our me. 
mories preſent us with? When alas a 
whole current of proſperity glides by 
without our notice, Like little children 
our fingers are never off the ſore place , 
till bags va pickt every light ſcratch in. 
to an Ulcer, Nay like the leuder fort 
of beggers, we make artificial ſores to 
give us a pretence of complaint. And 
can we then expeCt God ſhould concern 
himſelfin the cure? Indeed in the courſe 
of his ordinary providence there is no 
cure for ſuch people, unleſs it be by re. 
vulſion , the making them feel the ſmart 
of ſome very great and preſling affliti. 
on. They therefore put themſelves un- 
der an unhappy dilemma, either to con- 
tinue their own tormentors, or to en- 
dure the ſevereſt courſe of Gods diſci- 
pline, Tis true the laſt is the more 

Cli- 
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eligible, bur I am ſure the beſt way is 
to prevent both, by a juſt and grateful 
ſenſe of Gods mercies, which will be 
yet farther illuſtrated if we compare them 
with our own demerts. 


SECT. 
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Of our-Demerit towards God. 


SECT. V. 


1. T T is the common fault of our na 
ture, that we are very apt to be par- 

tial to our ſelves, and to ſquare our expe. 
Qations more by what we.wiſh, then by 
what we deſerve. Somthing of this is viz 
ſible in our dealings with men. We oft /ook 
fo reap where we have not fowed, Mat. 25. 
25. expect benefits where we do none : yet 
in Civil tranſactions there are {till remain. 
ing ſuch footſteps of natural juftice, that 
we are not univerſally 1o unreafonabſe : 
all traſhc and commerce ſubſilting upon 
the principle of equal retribution , giving 
one good thing for another equivalent ; 
ſo that no man expects to buy-corn with 
chaff, or Gold with drofſs. Burt in our 
dealings with God, we put off even this 
common equity; are vaſt in- ottr expecta- 
tions , but penurious and baſe in ourre- 
turns; andas if God were our ſteward not 
our Lord, we require of him with a con« 
fidence proper only to thoſe who ask theit 
M own 
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own : whilſt in the interim , what we of. 

fer ro him is with ſuch a diſdainful flight. 
neſs, as if we meant ir rather an alms then 
an homage. - | 
2. Gop indeed is ſo munificent, that he I |, 
prevents us with his bleſſings,Plal.21.3.gives 
us many things before we ask : had he not 
don ſo, we could not have bin ſo much s 
in a capacity of asking. But tho the firſt & 
fundamental mercies are abſolute and free; 
yet the ſubſequent are conditional: and 
accordingly we find in ſcripture, that God 
makes no promiſe either concerning this 
life or a better , but on condition of Obe. 
dience.The jews who had much larger pro 
_ of temporal happineſs thenChriſtians 
ave, yet never had them upon other terms, 
Godexpreſsly articled for the preformance 
of his commands, and made all their en. 
joiments forfeitable upon the failure, a 
we may ſee at large inthe book of Deu- 
teronomy, And under the Goſpel $, 
Paul appropriates the promiſes as well of 
this life as of that to come unto godlineſs, 
1 Tim. 4. 8. It will therefore be a mate- 
rial inquiry for every man, whether he 
have kept his title entire, and have not 
by breach of the condition forfeited his 


- 


clame, cyento the moſt common ordin 


OY te 0 Fo fad 33: 22: ih ty fg fre ing fre popes ares ind ie es feds eel eu 


> be © 


—_— 
7 


PO ana BPRSOEPETO © GR. AHH 


_ 
- 


> =. 


Sect. V. Of our Demerit towards God. 91 


7 bleſſings ; for if he have, common rea- 
on will tell him he can challenge none: 
and that the utmoſt he can hope for , muſt 


. be only upon a new ſcore of unmerited 


favor. 

3. And here certainly every mouth muſt 
be gs and all the world become guilty 
before God, Rom. 3. 19, For alas who 1s 
there that can ſay his obedience has bin 
in any degree proportionable to his obli- 
gation? Tis manifeſt we have all received 
abundantly from Gods hand, but what 
has he had fromjours? I may challenge the 
beſt man, to caſt up the account of his 
beſt day , and tell me whether his receits 
have not infinztly exceeded - his disburſ.. 
ments: whether for any one good thing 
he has don, he has not received many. 
Nor is the diſparity only in number, but 
much more in value, Gods works are per- 
fe, all he do's for us like the firſt 6 Cine 
produCtions , are all very good, Gen. 1. but 
alaſs our very righeeonſae S 1s 4s filthy rags, 
Eſai. 64. 6. we offer kim the blind and the 
lame, Mal.1.9. a few yawning drowſy prai- 
ers perhaps , wherein he has the leſt ſhare : 
the fuller current of our thoughts running 
towards our ſecular or finful concerns, 
We drop it may be a ſcanty Alms , where- 
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in tis oddg. gur vain-glory ſcrambles for 
a ſhare with him, if it do not wholly in- 
groſs it, We ſit an hour at a ſermon, 


bur tis rather to hear the wit or eloquence, 


of the preacher, then the word of God. 
Like the duller ſort of animals, we like 
well to have our itching ears ſcratcht, 
but grow ſturdy and rettive when we 
ſhould do what we are there taught. In 
a wordall qur ſervices at the beſt are mi» 
ferably maim'd,and imperfect; and too of. 
ten corrupt and unſonnd, So that God 
may well upbraid usas he did 1/rael, of- 
fer it now ts thy governor, will he be pleas'd 
with it ? Mal. 1. 8. Theſe yery iniquitiesof 
our holy things, are enongh to defeat all 
our pretences to any good from Gods 
hand; yet God knows this is much the beſt 
fide of us : tis not every one that Can 
make fo fair an appearance as this amounts 
to. With many, there is no place to com« 
plain of the blemiſhes of rheir ſacrifices, 
for they offer none ; of whom we may ſay 
in the words of the Pſalmiſt , God z5 not i# 
all their thoughts, Pal. 10. 4. I fear there 
want not thoſe who drive away the day, 
the week , nay the year , without remem- 
bring in whoſe hand their time is, Pial, 
31. 18, or paying him any folemn Ay” 
| 0 
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of it; who enjoy the ſervices of all infe. 
rior Creatures, without conſidering that 
theirs are more due to the ſupreme Lord : 


. ina word, who live as if they were abſo. 


lutly independent; had their exiſtence 
purely from themſelves, and had no Crea- 
tor to whom they owed their being, or 
any conſequent duty. And ſure men who 
thus diſcard themſelves from Gods fami- 
ly , have- very little reaſon to expect the 

rovifions of it: yet even ſuch as theſe 

ave the impudence to complain , if any 
thing be vn to their needs CO 
ſay ) or to their luſts; can ravingly pro- 
fane Gods name in their impatiencies, 
which they know not how to uſe in their 
praiers: as if the Deity were confiderable 
1n no other notion, then that of their ca» 
terer or ſteward. 

4- I £ now we ſeriouſly refle&t, what 
can be more admirable then that infinit 
patience of God; who notwithitanding 
the miſerable infirmities of the pious, and 
the leud contemt of the 1mpious, ſtill goes 
on reſolutly in his bounty, and conti. 
nues to all mankind ſome, and to ſome 
all his temporal bleſſings £ He has no ob- 
ligation of juſtice to © ſo, for it is no 
part of his compact; he has zone of gra» 


titude, 
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titude, for he is perpetually affronted and 
— Surely we may well fay with 
David , Is thus after the manner of men, 
O Lord? 1 Chro. 17.17. Canthe high- 
eſt human indulgence bear any proportion 
with this divine Clemency ? no certainly, 
no finite patience but would be exhauſted 
with the thouſandth part of our provo. 
- Cations, 

5. BUT is not our dealing too as lit- 
tle after the manner of men? I meanof 
reaſonable Creatures : for us who have for. 
feited onr right to all, and yet by mere 
favor are ftill kept in the poſſeſſion of 
many great bleſſings: for us to grow mu. 
tinous, becauſe there is perhaps ſomthin 
more trifling which is deni'd us, is ſuc 
a ſtupid ingratitude, as one would think 
impoſſible to haman nature. Should a Te- 
nant with us have at once forfeited his 
leaſe and maliciouſly affronted his Land- 
lord, he would ſure think himſelf very 
gently dealt with , if he were ſuffer'd to 
—— but a part of his firſt eſtate ; but 
we ſhould think him not only inſolent, 
but mad, who when the whole were left 
him, ſhould quarrel and clamor ifhe might 
not have his Cottage adorn'd with mar- 
þle floors, and gilded roofs, Yet at this wild 

rate 


Sect. V. Of our Demerit towards God. 95 


rate we behave our ſelves to our grear 
Landlord, grow pettiſh and angry if we 
have not every thing we can fancy, tho 
we enjoy many more uſeful , merely by 
his indulgence. And can there be any 
thing imagin'd more unreaſonable? Let us 
therefore if not for piety, yet at leaſt ro 
juſtify our clame to rationality , be more 
ingenuous ; let us not conſult only with 
our fond appetites, and be thus perpetu- 
ally ſolliciting their fatisfa@tion ; but ra. 
ther reflet on what tenure we hold 
what we already have, even that of ſu- 
perabundant mercy z and fear, leaſt like 
inſolent beggers by the impudence of our 
demands we divert even that Charity 
which was deſign'd us. In ſhort letevery 
man when he computes what he wants 
of his deſires, xeckon as exactly how much 
he is ſhort of his duty ; and when he has 
duly ponder'd both, he will think it a 
very gentle compoſition to have the one 
unſupplied, fo he may have the other re. 
mitted; and will ſee cauſe contentedly to 
ſit down and ſay with honeſt Mephibosbeth, 
What right have 1 to cry any more unto the 
King? 2 Sam. 19-28. But if it be thus with us 
upon the mere ſcore of our imperfe&ionsor 
omiſſions, what an obnoxious ſtate: do our 

in- 
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innumerable actual fins put us in? If the 
{pots of our ſacrifices are provoking, what 
are our {acrileges and bold profanations? If 
thoſe who neglect or forger God are liſted 
among his enemies, what are thoſe who 
avowedly defy him ? Jndeed he thar fo. 
berly conſiders the world, and ſees how 
daringly the divine Majeſty is daily at. 
fronted, cannot but wonder that the per. 
verſions of our manners, thoſe prodigi 
in morality, ſhould not be anſwer'd with 
as great — in calamity too ; that 
we ſhould ever have other ruin then that 
of Sodom, or the earth ſerve us for an 
other purpole then to be,as it was to Korah, 
Num. 16. our living ſepulcher. 

6. Nog is this longanimity of God 
obſervable only towards the maſs and col. 
lective body of mankind, but to every 
man in particular. Who is there that if 
he ranſack his conſcience, ſhall not fiad 
guilts enow to Juſtify God in the utmoſt 
leverities towards him ? ſo that how mach 
ſoever his puniſhments are thort of thar, 
ſo much he evidently owes to the lenity 
and compaſſion of God. And who is 
there that ſuffers in this world the utmoſt 
that God can inflict ? We have a great 
many ſuffering Capacities, and if thoſe 
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were- all filfd up to the height, our con- 
dition would ſcarce differ trom that of 
the damned in any thing bur duration, 
But God is more merciful, and never in- 
fits at that rate on us here. Every mans 
experience Can tell him, that God diſchar- 
ges not his whole quiver at once upon him, 
but exemrs him in many more partiCulars 
then he afflits him; and yet the ſame 
experience will probably tell moſt of us, 
that we are not ſo modeſt in our aflaulrs 
upon God; we attacque him in all his con. 
cerns ( as far as our feeble malice can 
reach) in his Sovereignty, in his honor, 
in his relatives, nay ſomtimes in his very 
eſſence and being. And as they are uni- 
verſal in reſpec of him, ſo alſo in regard 
of our ſelves: we engage all our powers 
in this war, do not only-y:eld ( as the A- 
poltle ſpeaks) our members miiruments of 
unrighteouſneſs, Rom. 6. 18. but we pres 
them upon the ſervice of ſenſual and vile 
laſts, even beyond our native propenſions, 
Nor are only the members of our body, 
but the faculties of our fouls alſo thns em- 
ploied; our underſtandings are bufied firſt 
in contriving fins, and then excuſes and 
diſguiſes for them; our wills are yet more 
ſturdy rebels, and when the underſtand- 
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ing is beat out of all irs out-works, yet 
ſullenly keep their hold in ſpight of all 
conviction; and our affetions madly ruſh 
on like the horſe into the batteh, Jer. 8. 6. 
dererred by nothing of danger, fo there be 
but fin enough in the atremr. 

7. AND now with what face can peo- 
ple that thus purſue an hoſtility , expect 
thar it ſhould not be return'd to them? 
do's any man denounce war, and yet 
expedt from his adverſary all the careſles, 
the obligements of friendſhip ? fſelf-de. 
fence will promteven the meekeſt nature 
to deſpoile his enemy at leaſt of thoſe 
things which he uſes to his annoiance; 
aud if God ſhould give way even to that 
loweſt degree of anger , where or what 
were we? for fince we imploy our whole 
ſelves againſt him, nothing but deſtru. 
ion can avert our injuries. But tis hap» 
py for us we have to do with one who 
Cannot fearus, who knows the impotence 
of our wild attemts, and fo allai's his re- 
ſentment of our inſolence, with his pity 
of our follies. Were it not for this, we 
ſhould not be lett in a poſhibility ſo oft to 
iterate our provocations ; every wicked 
imagination and black deſign, would be 
at once defeared and puniſht by infatuati» 

on 
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on and frenzy : every bia{phemous Arthe. 
iſtical ſpeech would wither the tongue, 
like that arm of Feroboam which he {tretchr 
againſt the Prophet, 2 King. 13. 4. and 
every impious aCt would like the prohi- 
bited retroſpe&t of Lots Witesfix us perpe- 
tual monuments of divine vengeance. 

8. AnD then how mach do we owe 
to the mercy and commilſeration of our 
God, that he ſuffers not his whole diſple- 
ſure to ariſe, Pla. 78. 39. that he abartes 
any thing of that juſt ſeverity he mighr 
uſe toward us? He that is condemned to 
the Gallowes, would think it a mercy to 
{cape with any inferior penalty : why have 
we then ſuch mean thoughts of Gods Cle- 
mency, when he deſcends to ſuch low 
compoſitions with us ? corre&s us ſo light. 
ly as if twere only matter of ceremony and 
punctilioe, the regard of his honor, rather 
then the execution of his wrath. For alas 
lethim among us that is the moſt innocent, 
and undeſervedly afflicted , muſter up his 
fins and ſufferings, and he will ſee a valt in- 
—_— and Chad he not other grounds 
of aſſurance) would be almoſt temted to 
think thoſe were not the provoking cauſe, 
they are ſo unproportionably anſwered. 
He fins in innumerable inſtances, and is 

N 2 pu- 
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puniſhe in tew; he fins habitually and per. 
perually , and ſuffers rarely and ſeldom; 
nay perhaps he has ſomtimes fin'd with 
greedineſs, and yet God has puniſht with 
regret and reluctancy, How $shall I give 
thee up O Ephraim? Hol. 11. 8. And when 
all theſe diſparities are confider'd ,we muft 
certainly join heartily in Ezras confel. 
tion, ThouO God has punisþt us leſs then on 
mniquities deſerve, Ezra. 9.13. 

9. Nay beſides all our antecedent , we 
have after guilts .no leſs provoking , 1 
mean our ungracious repinings at the 
light chaſtiſemenrs of our former fins, 
our out-cries upon every little uneaſinels, W t 
which may juſtly cauſe God ro turn owt y 
whips into ſcorpions ; and according ail y 
he threatned 7/rael Lev. 26. 18. to punidhÞ t| 
us yet ſeven times more. And yet ever 0 
this do's not immediately exaſperate him: © 
The Jews were an inſtance how long hel b 
could bear with a murmuring generation;ſ u 

. bur certainly we of this nation. are 4}ſ p 
greater , yer let us not be high-minided but tl 
fear, Row. 11. 20. for we ſee at lait the oi 
doom tell heavy tho it was protracted, 
a \ncceſſion of miraculous judgments puts 
ſued thoſe murmurers, ſo that not- one 


of them enter'd Canaan, And. gis very 
Obs 
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obſervable that whereas to other ſins Gods 
denunciations are in ſcripture conditio- 
nal and reverſible ; this was abſolure and 
bound with an oath , He ſware in his wrath 
that they Should not enter into his ref, Pla. 
95. 11. And yet if we compare the hard» 
ſhips of the Iſraelites in the wilderneſs, 
with moſt of our ſufferings, we ſhall be 
forced to confeſs our mutinies have leſs 
remration , and conſequently lefs excule; 
from whence tis very reaſonable to infer, 
as the greatneſs of our danger if we per- 
fiſt, ſo the greatneſs of Gods long ſutfer- 
ing towards ns, who yet allows us ſpace 
to reform : and ſure new complaints ſound 
very ill fromus, who are liable to ſo ſe- 
vere an account for our old ones. I fear 
the moſt refign'd perſons of us will up- 
on recollection find , they have upon 
one occahon or other out-wed the num- 
ber of the Iſraclites murmurs, therefore 
unleſs we will emulate them in their 
plagues, let us fear to add one more, leſt 
that make up the fatal ſum, and render 
our deſtruction irrevocable. 

10. Uron all theſe conſiderations it 
appears how little reaſon any of us have 
to repine at our heavieſt preſſures;but there 
1s yet a farther circumſtance to be _— 

ec 


— — — - —_——  — _—— 


102 The Art of Contentment. 


—— 
—_ 


edto, and is too applicable to many of 
us, that is;, that our fins are not only the 
conſtant meritorious cauſe of our ſuffer. 
ings, but they are alſo very often the in- 
ſtrumental cauſe alſo ; and produce rhem 
not only by way of retaliation from God, 
but by a natural efficacy. Solomon tells us 
he that /oves pleſure , shall be a poor man, 
and that a whorich woman will bring 4 
man to apiece of bread Prov. 6. 26. that 
he that ſits long at the wine shall have red- 
neſs of eies, Chap. 23. 29. 30. that the 
flothful ſoul shall ſuffer hunger , 19. 15. and 
all theſe not by immediate ſupernatural 
infliction from God , but as the proper 
genuine effects of thoſe reſpetive vices 
Indeed God in his original eftabliſhment t: 
of things, has made ſo cloſe a connexion w 
between fin and puniſhment , that he is} c| 
not ofcen put to exert his power in any n 
extraordinary way , but may truſt us tofſ r: 
be our own Lictors, our own back/{:ding: i hi 
reprove us Jer. 2.19. and our miquities arti 0 
of themſelves enough to become our rume ff as 
Exod, 18. 38. ( 

11. It may therefore be a ſeaſonable 
queſtion for every man to put to himſelt, ha 
whether the troubles he labors under, be 


not of this ſort, whether the poverty he 
COM- 
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complains of , be not the effect of his riot 
and profuſion , his floth and negligence? 
whether when he cries out that his comel;. 
neſs is turn'd into corruptien » Dan. 10. 8. he 
may not an{wer himſelf, that they are 
his viſits to the harlots houſes which have 
thas made rottenneſs enter into his bones, 
Hab. 3. 16. whether when he is beſet with 
contentions, and has wounds withour 
cauſe , he have not tarried long at the wine; 
when he has loſt his friend , whether he 
have not by ſome frecherous wound Eccle, 
22, 22. forced him to depart: or when 
he lies under infamy , whether it be not 
only the Echo of his own ſcandalous 
Crithes. If hefind it thus with him, cer- 
tainly his mouth is ſtopt, and he cannot 


without the moſt diſingenuous impudence 


complain of any but himſelf. He could 
not be ignorant that ſuch effects did natu- 
rally attend ſuch cauſes, and therefore if 
he would take the one , he muſt rake the 
otheralſo., No man ſure can be ſo mad, 
as to think God ſhould work miracles 
( diſunite thoſe things which nature hath 
conjoin'd )only that he may fin at eaſe, 
have all the beſtial pleſures he can pro- 
x&, and none of the conſequent {rnarr. 
Wereadindeed God divided the ſea , but 
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it was to make the way for the Ranſomed 
of the Lord to paſs over 11a. 51. 10, thoſe 
who were his own people, and went in at 
his command ; -but: when they were ſecu- 
red, we find the waters immediatly re. 
turn'd to their chanel , and overwhelmed 
the Egyptians, who ventured without 
the ſame warrant, And ſure the caſe js 
alike here, when any man can produce 
Gods mandate for him to run into all ex. 
ceſs of riot , to deſecrate the temple of the 
holy Gholt, and make his body the member of 
an harlot,1 Cor.6.15. In a word when God 
bids him do any of thoſe things, which 
God and good men abhor, rhen and not 
betore he may hope he may ſever ſuch 
acts from their native penal eftects ; for 
till then ( how profuſe ſoever ſome Le 
gendary ſtories repreſent him ) he wil 
ccrtainly never ſo beſtow his miracles, 
12. But I fearupon ſcrutiny there wil 
appear a yet farther circumſtance upon 
which to arraign our mutinies , for thoit 
be unreaſonable enough to Charge God 
with the ill effefts of our own leudnefs, 
yet tis a higher ſtep to murmur becauk 
we have not marerials to be wicked e 
nough. And thisI tear is the caſe witl 
too many of us, who tho they are = 
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ſo diſpoil'd by their fins, bur thar they 
can keep up their round of vicious ple- 
ſures, yet are diſcontented becauſe they 
think ſome others have them more exqui- 
fite, think their vices are not Gentile e- 
nough , unleſs they be very expenſive, and 
are Covetous only that they may be more 
Luxurious, Theſe are ſuch as St Fames 
ſpeaks of, who ask amiſs, that they may 
conſume it upon their luſts. Jam. 4. 3. and 
ſure to be mutinous on this account is one 
of the higheſt piecesof freazy. Would 
any man in his wits tell another he will 
cut his throat, and then expect he ſhould 
furniſh him with a knife for it ? And yet to 
this amount our murmurs againſt God, for 
his not giving us thoſe things wherewith 
we only deſign to wage war with him. 
For ſurely if the diſcontents of mankind 
were cloſely inſpected, I doubt a great 
many would be found of rhis kind. It 
concerns the Reader therefore to make 
the inquiſition in his own breaſt, both in 
this and all the former particulars, and 
I doubt not , if he do it with -any in- 
genuity and uprightneſs, he will be 
abundantly convinced that tor his few 
mites of obedience he paies to God, h2 
receives talents of mercies ( even tempo- 
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ral ) trom him : and that on the other 
fide , that God as much underpaies his 
fins, as he overpaies his ſervices : by which 
God do's ſufficiently atteſt how httle he 
delights in our affliction , how gladly he 
takes any light occaſion of careiling and 
cheriſhing , and over-skips thoſe of pu- 
niſhing us. Which ſure ought to make us 
convert all our diſpleſures againſt our ſins, 
which extort thoſe acts of ſeverity from 
him, to which his nature is moſt averſe, 
And here indeed out reſentments cannot 
be too ſharp, but towards God our fit» 
teſt addreſs will be in the penitential form 
of the prophet Daniel, O Lord, to ws be. 
longeth confuſion of face , but to the Lord 
our God belong mercies and forgiveneſs, 
tho we have rebelled againſt him , Dan. 9. 
$.9. And as his juſtice is to be revered 
in his inflitions, ſo is his wiſdom alſo, 
in ſo diſpoſing of events to- particular per- 
fons ,'as may beft conſiſt with the univer- 
ſal Oeconomy and managery of the world, 
the conlideration whereof is the deſign of 
the nexr Section. | 
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7 Hr n God made the univerſe, 
he intended not only to glority 
himſelf in one tranſient at of his power, 
and then leave this great and wonderful 
production of his, as the Oſtrich her eggs 
in the wilderneſs, Lam. 4. 3. but havin 
drawn it out of irs firſt Chaos, he ſecur 
it from returning thither again ,. by eſta 
bliſhing as a due ſymmetry ot parts, ſo al- 
{o a regular order of motion : hence it is 
that the heavens have their conſtant re- 
volutions, the earth its ſucceflion of de. 
terminate ſeaſons, animals their alternate 


courſe of | / —— and corruption : and 


by this wife Oeconomy , the world after fo 
many thouſand years, ſeems ſtill in its 
ſpring and firſt beauty. Bur it had bin 
in vain ta have thus ſecured the defe- 
Qion of the creatures, if man for whoſe 
ſake they were made had bin excluded 
from this care. His faculty of reaſon would 
Q 2 
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have made him but the more fatal inſtru. 
ment of contuſion , and taught him the 
more compendious waies of diſturbing the 
world. 7ob compares him to the wild aſſes 
colt. Job 11. 12, which takes its range 
without adverting to any thing of the 
common good. God has theretore dqu- 
bly hedged in this unruly creature, made 
a fence of laws about him ( both' natural 
and politive ) and beſides has raken- him 
into the common circle of his providence, 
ſo that he, as well as the reſt of the crea» 
tion, has his particular ſtation afſign'd 
him; and that not only in reference to 
other creatures, but himſelf, ,has put a 
difference between one man and another, 
ordained ſeveral ranks and Claſſes of men, 
and endowed them with ſpecial and ap- 
propriate qualifications for thoſe ſtations 
wherein he has ſet them, 

2. THI1s, aSitisa workof infinit wif 
dom in God, fo it is of unſpeakable ad- 
vantage to men. Without this regular dif- 
poſure, the world would have bin in the 
ſame confuſion which we read of in the 
hoſt of the Midianites, every mans ſword 
againſt his fellow, Jud. 7. 32. Nothing but 
| could determine who $hould do, or 
enjoy any thing; and even that _ 
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alſo would have bin repelable by a grea- 
ter force: ſo that we have all reaſon to 
confeſs the utility of that order God has 
ſer among men : and even he that bears 
the loweit and moſt deipicable place in it, 


_ is certainly infinitly more happy by con. 


tributing to that general Harmony , then 
he could be in any ſtate of diſcord. 

3. WERE this now well conſider'd, 
methinks it ſhould ſilence all our com- 
plaints, and men ſhould nor be ſo vehe. 
mently concern'd in what part of the ſtru« 
Cture it pleaſes the great Architect to put 
them : for every man is to look on him- 
ſelf only as a ſmall parcel of thoſe mate. 
rials which- God is to put into form. E- 
yery ſtone is not fit for the'cornex, nor 
every little rafter for the main beam : the 
wiſdom of the Maſter builder is alone to 
determin that. And ſure there cannot 
be a more vile contemt of the divine wil- 
dom then to diſpute his choice. Had God 
wiſdom enough to contrive this vaſt and 
beautiful fabric, and may he not be truſted 
with one of us poor worms ? Did he by his 
wiſdom make the heavens , and by his un- 
derſtandimg ſtretch out the clouds , Pro. 3. 
19. and ſhall he not know where to place 
alittle lump of figur'd earth ? this is ccr- 

| tainly 
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rainly the moſt abſurd diſtruſt imagina. 
ble, and yet this is really the true mean. 
ing of our repining at the condition he has 
placed us in. 

4. Tue truth is, we are fo full of our 
felves, that we can ſee nothing beyond 
it : every man expedts God ſhould place 
him where he has a mind to be, tho by it 
he diſcompoſe the whole ſcheme of his 
providence. But tho we are ſo ſenſeleſsly 
partial, yet God 15 not ſo : he that com- 
prehends at once the whole concern of 
mankind, _ himſelf to the accomo. 
dating thoſe, not rhe humoring any par- 
ticular perſoh, He has made the great and 
the ſmall and careth for all alike , Wild, 
6. 7. He is 'the common Father of man- 
kind, and diſpoſes things for the public 
advantage of this great family , and ris not 
all the impatient cravings of a froward 
child that ſhall make him recede from his 
deligned method. We are apt enough, 
I am ſure, to tax it not only as a weak 
neſs, but injuſtice too in a Prince, when 
he indulges any _ to a private favo- 
rite to the public diſadvantage ; yet fo 
unequal are we, that we murmur at 
for not doing thar, which we murmur at 


men for doing. . 
5, DE- 
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5. BB$1DES a man is to conſider, 
that other men have the ſame appetites 
with himſelf, If he diſlike an inferior ſtate, 
why ſhould he not think others do ſo too? 
dl then as the wiſe man ſpeaks, whoſe 
voice shall the Lord hear? Ecclus, 34. 24. 
Tis ſure great infolence in me to expect 
that God ſhonld be more concern'd to 
humor me, then thoſe multitudes of others 
who have the ſame deſires, And the more 
impatient my longings are, the leſs in 
reaſon ſhould be my hopes ; for muriny 
is no ſuch endearing quality as to render 
any man a dearling to God. But ifall men 
Should have equal fatisfations, we should 
puzle even Omnipotence it ſelf, Every 
man would be above and ſuperior , yet 
thoſe are comparative terms , and if no 
man were below, no man could be above. 
So in wealth, moſt men defire more, but 
every man do's at leaſt defire to keep what 
he hasz how then $hall one part of the 
world be ſupplied without the diminuti. 
on of rhe other, unleſs there should be 
as miraculous a multiplication of treſure 
for mens avarice, as there was of Loaves 
fortheir hunger, Mat. 16.9. It was a good 
anſwer which the Ambaſſadors of an op- 
preſt Proyince made to entony, If O 

| Em- 
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Emperor,thou wilt have double taxes from 
us, thou muſt help us to double Springs 
and Harveſts, And ſure God mult be at 
the expence of a new Creation, make us 
a double world, if he should oblige him. 
{elf ro ſatisfy all the unreaſonable appe. 
tites of men : and if he ſatisfy not all, why 
Should any particular perſon look that his 
alone should be indulged to? 


6. YE r as unreaſonable as it is, the 


moſt of us do betray ſuch a perſwaſion. 


No man is diſcontented that there are 
lower, as well as higher degrees in the 
world, that there are poor as well as rich, 
but all ſenſible men afſent to the firneb 
of it: yet if themſelves happen to be ſet 
in the lower form, they exclame as if the 
whole order of the world were ſubvertedg 
which is a palpable indication that they 
think that Providence which governs 0. 
thers, should ſerve them, and diſtribute 
to them not what it, but themſelves think 
good. This immoderate ſelf-love is the 
fpring and root of moſt of our complaints, 
makes us ſuch unequal judges in our own 
concerns, and promts us to put in Caveats 
and exceptions on our own behalf, as 
David d1d on his ſons, See that thou hurt 


not the young man Abſolom ? 2 Sam, 18.15. 
as 
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as if God were to manage the governs 
ment of the world with a patticular re- 
gard to our liking, and were like the An. 
gels at Sodom, Gen. 19. 23. to do nothing 
mill we had got into Zoar, hadall our de- 
mands ſecured to us. 

7, IT would indeed aftoniſh a confi- 
dering man to fee, that altho the con- 
cerns of men are all diſpoſed by an unerr- 
ing Wiſdom, and acknowledged by themes 
ſelves to be ſo, yet that ſcarce any man 
is pleaſed, The truth is, we have gene« 
rally in us the worſer part of the Lovelers 
principle, and tho we can very content= 
edly behold multitudes below us, yet are 
impatient to fee any above us; not only 
the foot ( to uſe the Apoſtles ſimile ) com- 
plams that it us not the hand, but the eare 
becauſe it is not the eie, 1 Cor. 12, 15. 16. 
Not only the lowermoſt, but the higher 
ranks of men are nneafy, 1f there be any 
one {tep above them. Nay ſo importu- 
nate 19 this aſpiring hamor, that we ſee 
men are forced to feed it tho but with 
aire and ſhadows, He that cannot make 
any real advance in his quality, will yet 
do it in effigie, in all httle gaieties and 

tries of it. Every degree in theſe 
ripects not only emulates, bur imitates = 
P yn 
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ſuperior, till at laſt by that impatience of 
their proper diſtance they make it greater, 
and ſink.even below their firſt tate by their 
ridiculous. profuſion, Indeed the world 
ſcems to be ſo over-run with this vanity, 
that there is little viſible diftinCtion of de- 
grees, and one had need go to the Heralds 
office to know mens qualities, for neither 
their habit nor equipage do now adaies 
inform us with any certainty. 
1. BuT by all theſe it appears that 
men look on themſelves only as fingle per. 
ſons, without reference to the commus- 
nity whereof they are members. For did 
they conſider that, they would endevor 
rather to become the places wherein they 
were ſet, by doing the duties belonging 
to them, then be perpetually projecting 
for a change. A tree that is every year 
tranſplanted will never bear fruit, and a 
mind that. is alwaies hurried from its pro- 
per ſtation, will ſcarce ever do good in a- 
ny. This is excellently expreſt ro us by 
Solomon, As a bird that wandereth from 
hu neſt, ſo 1s a man that wandereth from 
his place. Pro. 27.8. Tis eaſy to divine 
the fate of thoſe young ones from whom 
the damn wanders, -_ tis as ealy to gueſs 
how the duties of that place will be per. 
forme 
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formed, whoſe owner is alwaies upon the 
wing and making towards another. I wiſh 
we'had not too coſtly experiments both 
in Church and State of the truth of this 
obſervation. Alas we forget 'that we are 
all ſervants to the ſame Maſter, and that 
he is to appoint in what office we ſhall 
ferve him. How ſhould we like it in any 
of our own families, to have an interior 
officer leave his work undon, becauſe he 


. has more mind to be Major-Domo? Yet 


this inſolence we every day __ towards 
God, ſullenly diſpute his orders, and un 
leſs we may chuſe our own imploiments, 
will do nothing. 

9. T1s evident this perverſe temper 
of mankind breeds a great deal of mil. 
chief and diſturbance in the world, but 
would breed arrant confufion and ſubver- 
fion, if it were ſuffered to have its full 
range. If God permit but one: ambitious 
ſpirit to break looſe in an age as the in- 

rament of his wrath, whar deftraction 
do's it often times make? How do's it 
cauſe the wholeearth to tremble, and Shake 
Kingdoms as is ſaid of Nebuchadnezzar, 
Ia. 14. 16. and may be ſaid of many o» 


thers of thoſe whole-ſale robbers who have 


dignified the trade? Bur if every aſpit» 
ing 
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ing humor ſhould be as proſperous, where 
-_ary; it find fuel to maintain the flame? 
No doubt every age produces men of as 
unbounded debres as Alexander or Ceſar, 
but God gives them not the ſame opportu. 
| Nities to trouble the world, And according- 
ly in the more petty ambitions of private 
men he often orders 1t ſo, that thoſe ſoar- 
1ng minds can find no benign pale to help 
. their mounting. He that ſets bounds to 
the ſea, ſaying, hitherto shalt thou come 
| and no farther, and tho the waves thereof 
toſs themſetues yet can they not prevatle, thu 
they roar. yet can they not paſs aver, Jer. 5, 
22. do's alſo depreſs the ſwelling pride of 
men, hangs clogs and weights upon them 
that they cannot riſe to their affected 
height. For tho we are all willing to for- 
getit, yet God remembers that he is the 
Recor of the Univerſe, and will aſſert his 
Dominion. The ſubtileſt contrivance cat» 
not circumvent him, the moſt dareing 
tender cannot wreft any thing out of 

is hand, the Lord will till be King , be 
the people never ſo impatient , Pla. 99. 1 
Twill therefore ſure be as well our pru- 
dence as our duty to be fill and know that 
be ts God, Pal. 46. 10. with an humble 
dereliction of qur own wills eoquipſen in 
154 
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his , and not by incftective ftruglings 
voke, whom we are ſuce never ST 
We may like namanaged horſes tome 
and fret , bur ſtill God has the bridle in 
our jawes, and we cannot. advance at 
farther then he permits us. Why tho 
we then create torment to our ſelves by 
our repinings, which only ſets ns farther 
from our aims. Tis Gods declared me- 
thod toexalt the lowly , and tis obſerva- 
ble in the firſt two Kings of Ifracl who 
were of Gods immediate ele&tion, that 
he ſurprized them with that dignity when 
were about mean and humble im- 
ploiments, the one ſearching his fathers 
Aſſes , the other keeping his Puhers ſheep: 
and would men honeftly and diligenely 
exerciſe themſelves in the buſineſs of their 
proper calling, they might perhaps find 
it a more dire road ro advancement, 
then all the ſiniſter arts by which ambi- 
tious men endeavog to climb. Solomon ſets 
it down as an Aphoriſn, ſeeſt thou 4 man 
diligent in his buſineſs he shall fland before 
Kings , he shall not ftand before mean men 
Pro. 22.29. But whether it happen to havo 
that effe&t or no, it will have a better, 
for it will ſweeten his preſent condition, 
divert his mind from mutinous reflegions 
On 
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on other mens height , and his own low. 
neſs, for tis commonly men who mind 
'not their work "that are at ſo much: lei. 
ſure to gaze, He that carefully plies his 
own buſineſs. will have his thoughts more 
concentred : and doubtleſs tis no ſmall 
happineſs to have them ſo}, for tis their 
gadding too much abroad, looking on 
other mens conditions that ſends them 
back (like D:anah deflowred ) ro put 
all in uproar at home, The fon of Sy. 
rach ſpeaks with tranſportation of the 
ſtate even of him that labors and is con- 
tent, and calls i#.a ſweet life, Ecclus. 40.18, 
Andcertainly tis infinitly more ſo then 
that of the greateſt Prince whoſe mind 
ſwels _ his territories. & 9 

10. Uron all theſe conſiderations it 
cannot but appear very reaſonable that we 
ſhould leave God to govern the world, 
not be puring in like the ſons of Zebeder 
for the higheſt ſeats ; hut contenredly reſt 
our ſelves where he has placed us, till his 
providence ( not our own deſigns) ad. 
vance us. We can no where be ſo obſcure 
as to be hid from his cies, who as he va 
Ined the widows mite above the great 
oblations of the rich ; ſo he will no lefs 
graciouſly accept the humble endevors 


of 
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of the mean, then the more eminenr ter- 
vices of the mighty ; himſelt having de- 
clared , that he accepts according to what 
a man hath , and not according to what he 
hath not, 2 Cor. 8. 12. ſo that in what 
rank ſoever o non is ſet, he has = the 
opportunity of approving himſelt to God, 
hs hy the a of : world he be a 
veſſel of diſhonor, yet 1n the day when 
God comes to make up his Jewels Mal. 
3. 17. there will be another eſtimate made 
of hum who regularly moves in his own 
ſphere. And ſure he that fits down in this 
acquie{cence is a happier man, then he that 
enjoies the greateſt worldly ſplendor : but 
infinitly more ſo then he who impatien& 
ly covets but cannot attain them, for 
fach a man puts himſelf upon a perpe- 
tual rack, keeps his appetites up at the 
utmoſt ſtretch, and yet has nothing 
wherewith -to ſatisfy them. Let there- 
fore our eaſe if not our duty promt us ro 
acquieſcence, and a ready ſubmiſſion ro 
Gods diſpoſals, to which we have: yet a 
farther inducement from that diſtinCt care 
he hath over every mans peculiar,by which 
he proportions to him , what is really beſt 
for um ' of which we are farther to con- 
ſider in the next SeQtion, 
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Secr. VII, 


Of Gods particular Providence. 


1. T is the imperfeC@ion of our finite 

nature that we cannot at OnCe at- 
tend to divers things, but the more ve- 
hement our intention is- upon one, the 
greater is our negle&t of the reſt. But 
Gods infinity cannot be ſo bounded ; his 
eics at once ſee, and his providence at 
once orders all the moſt diſtant and dif- 
parate things in the world. He is not 
ſuch an Epicurean Deity , as to ſequeſter 
himſelf wholy to the enjoiment of his own 


felicity , and to deſpiſe the concerns of | 


_ mortals ; bur tho he have his qwel- 
mg fo high , yet he humbleth himſelf to be- 
hotd the things in heaven and earth, Pal. 
I13. 5. Nor do's his providence confine 
it ſelf to the more ſplendid and greater 
parts of. managery , the conduct of En- 

Ires and ftates, bur it deſcends ro the 
owelt parts of his creation , to the foules 


of the air, to the hes of the 'ficld, and 
then 


LI 
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then ſure our Saviors inference as to man- 
kind is irrefragable , are ye not much better 


'then they? Mar. 6, 26. If a ſparrow ( as 


he elſewhere tells his diſciples ) cannor 
fall to the ground without Gods particu- 
lar notice, ſurely no human creature is 
leſs conſiderable ro him; nay if our very 
haires are numbred , we cannot think the 
excreſcence is of more value then the 
ſtock , but muſt conclude that God with 
a particular advertence watches over the 
concerns of every man. 

. 2, Now God being infinitly good, 
cannot thus attend us upon any 1nſidi- 
ous deſign of doing us miſchief, he wat- 
ches over us as a guardian not as a ſpy 
and direQs his obſervation to the more 
ſeaſonable adapting his benefits: and as 
he is thus gracious in deſigning our ad- 


8 vantage, fois heno leſs wile in contri- 


ving it, All things ſaies the wifeman are 
not profitable for all men Ecclus. 37. 28. 
Indeed nothing *is abſolutly good bur 
God, all created things are good or ill 
in reference to that to which they are ap- 
plied. Meat is good, but to a fſurfeired 
ſtomach tis not only nauſeous but dange- 
rous. Fire is good, but if put in our bo- 
loms , not only burns our cloths but ow. 
| An 
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And as humane wiſdom direGts the right 
application of theſe and the like , fo the 
ſupreme and divine orders events aCCor. 
ding to the diſpoſition of the perſon con. 
cern'd; he knows our frame Plal. 103. 14, 
and diſcerns what operation ſuch or ſuch 
things will haveupon us, while we who 
know neither our ſelves nor them can make 
but random gueſles , and worſe choices, 
And ſure he that do's bur thus 1n the gene. 
ral acknowledge Gods providence , good: 
neſs;and wiſdom (which he is, no Chriſtian 
who do's not ) has a ſufficient amulet & 
gainſt all his ſolicitudes, much more hi 
repinings. He cannot think he ſuffer 
unawares to him who ſees all things, He 
cannot think his ſufferings are Sefignt 
for ill to him becauſe they are diſpos( 
by him who intends and proje&ts his good 
Nor can he fear thoſe intentions can mif- 
Carry , which are guided by an infinit and 
unerring wiſdom , and backt by an ut 
controlable power. And ſure this is s 
the Apoſtle ſpeaks Heb. 6. 18. ſtrong com 

ſolation if we would bur duely apply it. 
3. Yer becauſe general notions do of 
ten make but light impreſſions on us 
it may not be amiſs to make a little 
more inſpeCtion, and to obſerve how ap 
plic; 
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plicable they are to the ſeveral kinds of 
our diſcontents. Now thoſe may be re:u- 
ced to two, for either we are troubled 
at the want of ſomrhing we deſire, or at 
the ſuffering of ſomthing we would avert; 
ſo that the two notions of privative and 
politive, divide between them all our 
aſliction, 

4. Tae firſt of cheſe is uſually the moſt 
comprehenſive, for there are few who have 
not more torment from the apprehenſi- 
onof ſomwhat they want, then from the 
ſmart of any thing they feel. And in- 
deed whilft our defires are ſo vagrant and 
exorbitant, they will be ſure ro furniſh 
matter enough tor our diſcontents. But 
certainly there is not in the world ſuch 
a charm for them, as the conſideration 
that God 1s more wiſe to diſcern, and 
more Careful to provide what is really 
good for us then we our ſelves, We poor 
purblind creatures look only on the fſur- 
face of things, and if we ſee a beautiful 
appearance, ſomwhat that invites our ſen- 
ſes, we court it with the utmoſt earneſt- 
neſs; but God penetrates deeper, he fees ro 
the bottom bath of us and rhoſe things we 
deſire, and finds often that rho they may 
pleaſe our appetite, they will hurt our 

| Q 2 health : 
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health : and will no more give them to us, 
then a careful tather wili to his child 
thoſe gilded poiſons he cries for. Per- 
haps this man is taken with the enchanting 
mulic of fame , likes not his own obſcure 
ſtation , but would fain preſent himſelf 
upon a more public Theater , 'come into 
the eie and Ccroud of the world ; but how 
little do's he know how he ſhall a& his 
part there: whither he ſhall come oft with 
a plaudire or a hiſs? he may render him- 
ſelf but the more public ſpectacle of ſcorn; 
or it he do not that , he may by a better 
ſaccefs feed up his vaine glory to ſuch a 
bulk as may render himetoo great a weight 
for that tottering pinacle whereon he 
ſtands: and fo after he has made a row- 
ring circle, he may fall back with more 
i2nominy to his firſt point. Another it 
may be no lefs eagerly deſires wealth, 
thinks ( as once Creſws did ) that he that 
abounds in treſare cannor be emty of fe- 
licity ; but alas how knows he how he ſhall 
imploy it £ There are two contrary temta- 
tions that attend riches ; 'riots, and C0. 
vetotiſneſs: and he is ſure a little too con» 
fident, that dares promiſe himſelf that 
when there is ſuc odds againſt him, he 


thall certainly chnfe the one juſt _— 
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and if he do not, he do's only inflame his 
account at the great Audit : Befides che 
more wealth he has, the fairer boory he 
isto the avarice of others; and it has bin 
often ſeen, that many a man had not dis. 
ed ſo poor, it he had lived leſs rich. Ano- 
ther perhaps-thinks not himſelf ſo much 
to want wealth as children to heir it, 
and complains with Abraham, Lord what 
wilt thougive me ſeeing I go childleſs ? Gen. 
IF. 2. yet how knows he whether that 
child he fo much deſires shall be a wiſe man 
ora foot, Eccle, 2. 19. a comfort or a ve- 
xation to himſelf if he live toſee his proof? 
and if he do not, he do's but project for 
an acceſs to his dying cares in what hands 
to leave him. Rachel ſollicited this ſatis- 
faction with the greareſt impatience , give 
me children or I die, Gen. 30. 1. and tis ob- 
ſervable that the granr of her wiſh proved 
the lofs of her life. 

5. Thvs in theſe and innumerable 
other inſtances we drive on blindfold, and 
very often impetnouſly parſue that which 
would rain us : and were God as ſhort- 
ſighted as we, into what precipices ſhould 
we minately hurry our ſelves? or were 
he fo unkind as to confider our impor- 


tunjty more then our intereſt, we ſhould 
qQuiCk- 
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quickly fink under the weight of our own 
wiſhes; and as Zuvenal in his tenth Satyr 
excellently obſerves, periſh by the ſuceſs 
and grant of our Praiers. I ſuppole there 
is No man that ſoberly recollects the e. 
vents of his life, but can — 


ſay, he has ſomtimes deſired things which: 


would have bin to his miſchief it he had 
had rhem, and that himſelf has after lookt 
on the denial as a mercy : as on the 0. 
ther ſide when he has proſper'd in his aims, 
and had what his ſoul luſted after, it has 
bin but like the quailes to the Iſraelites, 
a Conviction and puniſhment, rather then 
a ſatisfaction. And now ſurely God may 
complaine of us as he did of 1/rael, How 
loug will it be ere you believe me ? Num, 
14.11. After all the atteſtations he has 
given of his care and Providence over us, 
after all the experiments we have had of 
the folly of our own eleftions, we Cats 
not yet be brought either to diftruſt our 
ſelves, or rely upon him. We will ſtil 
b2 chufing and look on him as no farther 
concern'd, then as the executioner of our 
deſigns. 

6, Tas iscertainly a ſtrange perverſe- 
neſs, and ſuch as no ſenfible man would 
be guilty of inany other inſtance, In all 

our 
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our ſecular affaires we truſt thoſe whom 
we have Cauſe to think underſtand them 
better then our ſelves, and rely upon men 
in their own faculty, We put our eſtates 
in the Lawiers hand, our bodies into the 
Phyſicians, and ſubmit to their advice tho 
it be againſt our humor, merely becauſe 
we account them more competent judges, 
Yet this deference we cannot be perſwad- 
ed to pay to God, but will ſtill be pre. 
{cribing to him, and are very angry if 
his diſpenſations do not exactly antwer 
our fancies. And can we offer him a great- 
er affront rhen thus to diſtruſt him ? What 
is it but interpretatively to deny either 
his wiſdom, or his goodneſs, or both ? 
and fo derogate from him in two of his 
eſſential attributes. For there can be no 
rational account given by any who be- 
lieve thoſe, why they ſhould not remit 
their whole concerns to ' him. So that 
the ſhort account is, that in our diſtruſts 
we either deny him to be God, or our 
ſelves to be nien, by reſiſting the moſt 
evident dictates of that reaſon which di- 
ſtinguiſhes us from brutes, For certainly 
there is not in human diſcourſe a more 
irrefragable Maxim, then that we ought 
for our own fakes, ' to: reſign our ſelves 

T6 
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to hiin, who we ate infallibly ſure, can, 
and will, chuſe better for us, then we for 
our ſelves. | 

7. TH1s was ſo apparent by mere na- 
tural light, that Socrates adviled men to 
pray only for bleſſings in general , and 
leave the particular kinds of them to Gods 
election, who beſt knows what is good 
forus. And ſure this is ſuch a piece of 
divinity, asextremely reproches us Chri- 
ſtians, who cannot match a Hearhen in 
his implicit faith in God. Nay indeed 
tis the vileſt defamation upon God hun 
ſelf, rhat we who pretend to know him 
more, ſhould truſt him leſs. So that we 
ſee our repinings do not terminate in their 
own proper guilt, but doin their conle- 
quences {well higher, and our diſcontent 
propagate themſclyes iaro Blaſphemy. Far 
while we impatiently complain of our 
wants, we do tacitly tax God to want 
either that wiſdom, power, or love, where. 
by he ſhould ſupply us. And ſure he muſt 
be very Atheiſtical ro whom this will not 
give a competent prejudice againſt this 
itn. 

8. AND this very conſideration will 
equally prejudge the other branchof our 


diicontents, ,I mean thoſe which repine 
at 
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2t the ills we ſuffer. And nor only our 
privative, but our poſitive afflictions may 
by it have their bitrerneſs taken off: for 
the ſame goodneſs and wiſdom which des 
nies thoſe things we like , becauſe they 
are hurtful for us, do's upon the very ſame 
reaſon give us thoſe diſtaſtful things 
which he ſees profitable. A wiſe Phy. 
fician do's not only diet, but it occaſion 
be purge his patient alſo, And ſurely 
there is not ſuch a purifier; ſuch a cleanſer 
of the ſoul as are afflictions, if we do not 
(like diſorderly patients ) fruſtrate their 
eficacy by the irregular managery of our 
ſelves under them. 
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SB ct YIITL 
Of the Advantage of Afictions, 


1, | T were the work of a volume to give 

an exact and minute account ot the 
benefit of afflitions. I ſhall only point 
at, ſome of the more gencral and obvious, 
And firſt it is one ot the moſt awakening 


Calls to repentance, and to this end ity 


that God moſt uſually defigns ir. We ee 
the whole ſcene of it,Hoſ.5.15.1-willgo and 
return to my place, till they acknowleag then 
offence, and ſeek my face: in their afflifti- 
on they will ſeek me early: andin the very 
next verſe we find this voice of God e- 
choed forth by a penitential note , Come 
and let us return untothe Lord, for he hat 
torn, aud he will heal ns, he hath ſmitten, 
and he will bind 15 up. Thus we find the 
Brethren of Joſeph, rho there had a long 
interval paſſed berwixt their barbarous us 
ſageof him, and his teigned rigor to theny 
yet when they ſaw themſelves diftreſt by 
the one, then they begin to recollect the 

other, 


py — uk Hai. De | — A__—<«s ak a—_— —_ —— Cl i 


SECT. VILL. Advantage of Affliftions. 131 


other, ſaying, He are verily guilty concern- 
ing our brother, Gen. 42.21. Proſperity 
is an intoxicating thing , and there are 
few brains ſtrong enough to bear it.z it 
laies us a fleep, -and amaſes us.with plear 
fant dreams, whil'ſt in the mean time day 
tan rifles our treſutes, and ſpoiles us, by 
the deceitful charms of fin, of our inno- 
cency and real happineſs. And can there 
be a more friendly office don tor a man 
in this condition, then to rouze himy and 
_ him to */hend the deſigns that 
are laid againſt him? And; this 1s the er+ 

rand on which aflictions are ſent : ſo that 
we have reaſon to look: on them as our 
friends and confederates that intend our 
teſcue,, and to, take the alarm they give 
ns, and diligently ſeek out thoſe inteſtine 
enemies of which they warn us. ; And he 
that inſtead of this, quarrels at their ins 
terpoling, thinks them his enemies becauſe 
they tell him the truth, Gal. 4.16. do's 
miſerably pervert the counſel of God againit 
brmfelf, Luk. 7. 30. and may at laſt ve. 
rity his own jealoufics z and by ſo provok» 
ing an ingratitude, convert thoſe into 
the wonnds of an enemy, which were 0. 
riginally meant as the corrections of a 


* 
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z. AND as afflictions do thus in gene. 
ral admoniſh us of fins, 1qt pleaſes God 
molt frequently ſo ro model and frame 
them, that they bear the very image and 
impreſs of thoſe particular , guilts they are 
to chaſtiſe, and are the dark ſhadows that 
attend our gay delights, or flagrant in. 
ſolencies. The wile man -obſerves that 
the rtarning the Egyptian waters into 
blood, was a manifeit reproof of that cru- 
el commandment for the murdering of 
the Hebrew infants, Wiſd, 12. 5. And 
furely we might in moſt ifnotall ourſuf. 
ferings, ſee ſome-ſach correſponding cir- 
cumſtancessas may*'leadus to the imme- 
diate provoking -Ccauſe of it. God who 
do's all things 1n number, weight, and 
meſure, do's in puniſhments alſo obſerve 
a ſymmetry and proportion, and adapts 
them not only to the heinouſneſs , but 
even the very ſpecific kind of our crimes. 
The only fixt immutable rule he has given 
for his Vice-gerents on earth to puniſh by, 
is that in the caſe of murder, which is 
we ſee grounded on this rule of propor. 
tion , He that sheddeth mans bload, by man 
Shall his blood be Shed, Gen. 9.6. And 
tho he have now reſcinded the inferior 
retaliations of the eze for the ete, the tooth 

for 
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for the tooth, Exod, 21. 24. ( probably 
for the hardneſs of our hearts, becaute he 
faw our revengeful natures would be roo 
much pleaſed with it) yet he has not pre- 
cluded himſelf from ating by thoſe me 
ſares, but we ſee it do's very often fignally 
make men feel the ſmart of thoſe violen- 
cies or injuſtices they have uſed to others. 
Of this the Sacred ſtory affords ſeveral ex- 
amples (as Adonibezek, Jud. 1. 6. aud 4- 
hab, 1 King. 21. 19.) and profane 'many 
more, and daily experience and obſerva- 
tion moſt of all. And tho this method 
of retaliation is not alwaies ſo evident and 
apparent to the world, becauſe mens ſins 
are not alwaies ſo, yet I believe it men 
would duly recollect, [it would be for 
the moſt' part* diſcernable' to rheir -own 
conſciences, and they would apparently 
ſee, that their calamities did bur trace the 

footſteps of their fins. © | 
3. Now if we rightly weigh this, we 
cannot but think ira very aa 
circumſtance.We are naturally blind when 
we look inward , and if we have not ſome 
adventitious li ght to clear the object, wilt 
be very apt to overlook it. Therefore 
fince the end of all our affictions is our 
repentance, it 15 a wiſe and gracious dif- 
poſal 
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poſal, that they-da thus point tous: thoſe 

articular fins of which we are to repent, 

he body of fin will not be deitroied in 
the whole entire bulk , but mult be dif. 
membred, pult'd to. pieces limb by limb. 
He that attaques it otherwiſe; will be like 
Sertorius's ſoldier, who incffectively tugg'd 
at the horſes-rail to get it off at once, 
when he that pull'd it hair by hair, quickly 
did it. Thereforejasit is a great part of our 
ſpiritual Wiſdom:to know in what: eſpes 
cial parts the Sampſon-like ſtrength of our 
torruptions lie, ſo.is it a great inſtance of 
Gods care of us, thus by his corrections 
to diſcipline and'inftruct us in it, 

4. In all our aflictions therefore it is 
our concern, nicely and critically to ob- 
ſerve them. IT mean not to enhance our 
murmurs and complaints ; but. to learn 7 
them what is Gods. peculiar controverly 
againſt us. This is indeed: #0-hear the rog, 
- and who hath appainted it , Mic.6.9. Let 
him therefore thar ſuffers in any of his 
concerns, examin whether he have not 
ſome correſponding guilt which anſwers 
toit, as face anſwers face , Prov. 27,19. 
He that is impoveriſhed in his eſtate, ler 
him conſider firſt how he acquired it, 
whether there were not ſomthing of fraud 

or 


_ a a» £©d ©» am At os ob Sem. wh an > an Haz .£zci.c cram. .cqc 


Sect. VIIl. Advantage of Aflittions. 1 35 


or injuſtice, which like a cancrous hu- 
mor, mixt in its very elements and con» 
ſtitution , and eat our its bowels : or whe» 
ther ſome facrilegious prize, ſome coal 
from the altar have not fixed his neſt; Or 
if nothing can be charged upon the ac. 
queſt, ler him conſider how he has uſed 
it ; whether he have not made it the fuel 
of his luſts, in riot and exceſles, or the 
m_ of his adoration in an inordinate 
value of it, In like manner he who is 
aflited in his body, groans under the 
torment of ſome grievous diſcaſe, may very 
ſeaſonably interrogate himſelf, whether 
it have not bin contracted by his vice,whe- 
ther his boxes be not ( in a more literal ſenſe 
then Job meant it ) full of ono ww of hus 
youth, Job. 20. 11. and his furteting and 
drunkenneſs be not the cauſe, that hu 
ſouh, as the Plalmiſt ſpeaks, abhors all man- 
ner of meat, and us even hard at deaths door, 
Pal. 107.18. or at leaſt whether the not 
imploying his health and ſtrength to thoſe 
purpoſes tor which twas given, is not the 
reafon of its being withdrawn. He alſo 
that is invaded in his reputation , that lies 
under ſome great infamy , is to conſider 
whether it be not deſerved ; whether ſome 
part if not the whole guilt of which he 

is 
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is accuſed, ſtick not to him : or if he be 
clear in that particular inſtance, whether 
ſome conceled fin of his would net if it 
were known , incur as great ſcandal : for 
in that caſe he has in right forfeited 
his reputation, and God may make the 
ſeizure as well by an unjuſt, asa juſt ac- 
cuſation. Or if his heart accuſe him not 
here, yet let him farther refle&t, whether 
his yain-glorious purſuirs of praiſe and 
high conceits of himſelf, have not made 
this an apt and neceſſary humiliation for 
him. Or laſtly let him recollect how 
he has behaved himſelf towards others in 
this kind: whether he have had a juſt ten- 
derneſs of his neighbors fame, or have 
not rather expoſed and proſtituted it, In 
theſe and many other inſtances ſuch a 
particular ſcrutiny , would( in all proba- 


bility ) diſcover the affinity and cogna-. 


tion between our guilts and our puniſh. 
ments, and by marking out the ſpring 
and fountain head, direct us how to ſtop 
or divert the current. And he that 
would diligently imploy himſelf in this 
inquifition , would find little leiſure and 
leſs canſe to condole his affliftions , but 
would divert all his complaints upon him- 


lelt, accept of the punishment of his iniqui- 
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#3.y' and thankthe Lord for thus giving him 
Warnmsy » Pſal. 16. 8. 

: 5; A ſecond benefit which God de. 
figns us in our affliftions is the weaning 
us from the world , to diſentangle ns from 
its fetters and Charms, and draw us to him. 
ſelf, We read in the ſtory of the Deluge, 
that ſo long as the earth was -covered 
with waters, the very Raven was Ccon- 
tented to take ſhelter in the Ark, bur 
when all was fair and dry, even the Dove 
finally torſook it, Gen. 8. 12. And tis 
mach ſo with us, the worſt of men will 
commonly in diſtreſſes have recourſe to 
God ( the very heathen mariners in a 
ſtorm could rebuke Jonah for not calling 
upon his God, Jon. 1,6, ) when yet the 
very beſt of us, are apt to forget him a- 
midft the blandiſhments and infinuartions 
of proſperity: 'The kind aſpetts of the 
world are very enchanting, apt to in- 
veigle and befot us, and therefore it is / 
Gods care over us, tolet us ſomtimes ſee | 
her. more averting countenance in her 
frowns and ſtorms; that, as * children 
frighted by ſome ugly appearance, we 
may run into the arms of our father, A- 
las were all things exactly fitted to our 
humors here, when ſhould we think of a 

S remoye ? 
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remove? and had not death ſome. har 
bingers to prepare us or him , what a 
ſurpriſing gueſt would he be to ns 2. Tis 
ſtoried of Antigonus , that ſeing a ſoldier 
in his camp ot ſo darejng a courage that 
he alwaies courted the moſt hazardous at- 
temts, and obſerving him alſo of a very 
infirm ſickly habit, he took a +particulx 
Care of him, and by medicines and good 
attendance recovered him; which no 
ſooner he had don, but the man grey 
more Cautious, and would no longerex 
poſe himſelf as formerly; and gave thi 
reaſon for it, that now he was healthy hs 
life was of ſome value to him, and ng 
to be hazarded at the ſame rate, as wha 
it was only a burden; and ſhould: Ga 
cure all our complaints , render us 

fely ateaſe, I fear too many of us woull 
be of the foldiers mind, think our lives toe 
good to refign to him , much more to hy 
zard for him, as our Chriſtianity in man 
caſes obliges us. The ſon of Syrach ob 
ſerves how dreadful death u toa man thath 
at reſt it his poſſeſſrons, that hath abundant 
of all things, and hath nothing to vex him, 
nay he deſcends much lower; and puts i 
him who #« yet able to receive meat , Ecclus 


I4. 1. The truth is we do ſo paſtionate 
- il 
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ly:dote upon the world, that like beſotted 
lovers, we Can bear a great deal of ill uſage, 
before we quit our purſuit, Any little 
ſlight favor atones us after multiplied af. 
fronts, and we muſt be diſciplined by re-.. 
red diſappointments, ere we can with- 
yo our confidence. Bur how fatally 
ſecure ſhould we be, if God ſhould per. 
mit this Siren alwaies to -Eentertain us 
with her muſic, .and ſhould got by ſome 
diſcordant grating notes, interrapt onr 
raptares , and recal us to ſober thoughrs? 
*6, INDEED tis one of the higheſt in- 
farices of Gods love, andof hisclemen- 
alſo, thus to projet our reducement.” 
e were all in our Bapciſin' anced: to! 
him , with a particular abreriunciation of 
the world, ſo that we cannot without the* 
greateſt diſlojalty caſt our ſelves 'into its- 
embracesz and yet when we have thus 
broken the covenant of our God,' Prov. 2. 17. 
he do's not purſue ns with a jealous rage, 
with the ſeverity which an abafed rivald 
kindneſs would ſuggeſt , doth not give us 
4 bill of divorce w. diſclame-his relation; 
but conrrives how he may reclame and 
bring us back to himſelf. The tranſcen. 
dency of this lenity God excellently de- 
ſcribes by the prophet in the caſe of Iſrac! 
| S 2 They 
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They ſay if a man put away his wife , and 
she become another mans . Shall he return 
unto her again ? but thou haſt plaied the 
harlot with many lovers , yet return unto me 


' faith the Lord, Jer. 3. 1, And this tho 


a great height of indulgence, is no more 
then he.daily repetes to us. After , we 
have baſely. adulterated with the world, 
converted our affetions from God to it; 
he do's not give us over, abandon ys to 
our leud courſe, and conſequent ruin; 
bur till invites our return, and leſt that 
may. not ſerye, he do's with a great deal 
of holy artifice eſſay to break that accur- 
ed League into which we are enter'd, 
pulls off the diſguiſe in which the world 
courted us, and makes us ſee it as it is init 
ſelf, a ſcene of vanity and vexation of ſpirit, 

Eccles, .1, 14. 
6. AND as he do's this in general, {6 
alſo with a particular application to thoſe 
temporal ſatisfaftions Sick we were 
molt tranſported; the things to which we 
are more indifferent do ngt ſo much. en» 
danger us,, tis thoſe upgn-which we have 
more vehemently ſet oug hearts which be- 
come our ſnares, and awake his jealouſy; 
and accordingly we frequently ſee. that 
tis in thoſe he chuſes'to;-croſs us, HoP 
O . 
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often do's it happen that thoſe which 
are enamoured of themſelves, dote upon 
their own features, do meet with ſome 
diſeaſe or accident which blaſts their beau. 
Os withers that faire flower, and makes 

eir winter overtake thejr ſpring? So 
in our friends and relations tis uſually 
ſeen, we ſooneſt looſe thoſe tor whom 
we have the greateſt, the moſt immode- 
rate paſhon. If there be one fondling a- 
mong our children, tis odds bur thar is 
taken away, or made as much the object 
of our grief and ſorrow, as ever it was of 
our joy and love. When God ſees our 
hearts ſo exceſſively cleave to any tran- 
fcory thing, he knows tis neceſlary to 
ſever them, for whilſt we have ſuch clogs 
upon us, our ſouls will cleave to the duſt. 
Pſa. 119. 1. will not be able to ſoare up 
to the higher region for which they are 


deſign'd 


. - 7, In. a word God fo loves us, that he 


removes what ever he ſees will obſtruct 
that intimate union which he deſires with 
us, and fare this is ſo obliging, that tho 
he ſhould bid us to our loſs, tho he could 
not recompence us for what he takes from 
us, yet we muſt be very ill natur'dif we 
can be angry at ſo much kindneſs, Bug 


. when 
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when tothis is added that all this is prin. 
Cipally , nay ſolely defign'd for our ad. 
vantage, that God takes from us all theſe 
emty deluſory contentments merely rhat 
he may initate us in fold and durable 
joies; we betray as much ignorance of 
our intereſt, as inſenfibleneſs of our obs 
ligation, if we repine that God makes us fo. 
much his care. Tistrue indeed, the things 
to which we have fo inordinatly adhered, 
do ftick fo clofe,that they cannot be pulPd 
away without ſome pain : yet for our Cor- 
poral ſecurity we can endure the ſundring 
of parts that do not only cleave, but grow 
to us. Hethar has a gangrend member 
ſuffers it to be cut off to ſave his whole 
body, and do's not revile, but thank and 
reward the Chirargion. Yet where our 
fouls are concern'd, and where the things 
have no native union with us, but are only 
cemented by our paſſions, we are impa- 


- tient of the method, and think God deals 


very hardly with us, not to let us periſh 
with what we love. The ſum of all is 
this, God tho he be abundantly conde. 
{cending, yet he will never ſtoop fo low as 
to ſhare his intereſt in us with rhe world: 
if we will devote our ſelves to it, tis not 
all our emty forms of ſervice will m_ 
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himy if he cannot divorce our hearts from 
it, he will divorce himſelf eternally from 
us. And the caſe being thus, we are ſure 
very 11k adviſed if we do not contentedly 
refign our ſelves to his methods, and cheer. 
fully endure them how ſharp ſoever. | The 
only expedient we have for our own eaſe, 
is to ſhorten the cure by giving our aſi}. 
ſtance, and not by ftruglings to render 
it more ditficult and painful, ler us en. 
tirely ſurrender our wills to him, and when 
we have don that, we may without much 
pain let him take any thing elſe. But 
the more difticult we find ic ro be diſen- 
tangled from the world, the m— ſhould 
our caution be againit all future engage- 
ments to it. It our eſcape hath bin as ' 
the Apoſtle faies, ſo as by fire, Jud. 23. 
with much ſmart and hazard, ler us at leaſt 
have ſo much wit, as the common pro« 
verb allows children, and not again ex. 
poſe our ſelves: let us never glue our hearts 
to any external thing, but ler all the con- 
cerns of the world hang looſe about us: 
by that means we ſhall be able to put them 
off inſenſibly when ever God calls for 
them, or perhaps we ſhall prevent his call- 
ing for them art all, it being for the moſt 
part, our too cloſe adhefton ro them which 
promts him to it, 8. A 
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8. A third advantage of afflictions is, 
that it is a mark and {ignature of our ad. 
option, a witneſs of our legitimation, 

at ſon 1s he ({aith the Apoſtle ) whom 
the Father chaſtiſeth not ? but if ye be with« 
out chaitiſement whereof all are partakers, 
then are ye baitards and not ſons, Heb, 12, 
7.8. FJacob clad his dearling Foſeph in a 
party-coloured Coat, and Gods favorites 
do here wear a Livery inter-woven with 
a mixture of dark and gloomy colours ; 
their /ong white robes are laid up for them 
\againtft they come to the marriage of the 
Lamb, Rev. 197. Indeed we much mi- 
ſtake the defign of Chriſtianity, if we think 
it calls us to a condition of eaſe and fe. 
Curity, It might ſuit well enough with 
the voraries of the Golden Calt, to ſi 
down to eat and drink and riſe up to play, 
Exod, 32. 6. but the diſciples of the cru. 
Cified Savior are trained to another dil. 
_ ne, our profeſſion enters us into a ſtate 
ot warfare, and accordingly our very Bap- 
tiſmal engagement runs all in military 
terms, and we are not only ſervants of 
Chriſts family, but ſoldiers of his camp, 
Now we know in a war men mutt not ex- 

& to paſs their time in eaſe and ſoft. 
neſs, but beſides all the dangers and "I 
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ficulties of the combat, have many other 
hardſhips to endure ; hunger and thirſt, 
heat and cold, hard lodgings and weary 
marches : and he that is too nice for thoſe, 
will not long ſtick to his colors, And 
itis the ſame ia our ſpiritual warfare, ma- 
ny preſſures and ſufferings are annexed to 
it, and our paſlive valor is no leſs tried 
then our ative. In reſpect of this it is 
that our Savior admoniſhes his Proſelyres 
to compute firlt the dithiculties incident 
to their protefſion, and that he may nor 
enſnare us by propoſing too ealy terms , 
he bids us reckon upon the worſt, and 
tells us, that he 7þ.3t forſakes not all that 
he hath, shall not be 11s diſciple, Luk. 14.26. 
and that we muſt thro much tribulation enter 
into the kingdom of God, Act. 14. 22. In- 
deed rwere very abſird for us to expect 
ealicr conditions, when thele are the ſame 
to which our Ecader has ſubmitted, the 
Captain of our Salvation was perfetied by 
ſufferings. Heb. 2.10. and if it behooved 
Chrift to ſuffer before he enter'd into his glory, 
Luk 24. 46. it were infolent madnels for 
us to look to be carried thither upon our 
beds of Ivory, or from the noiſe of our 
harps and viols, be immmediatly rapt intg. 
the Choure of Angels. 
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8. TH1s has bin ſo much conliderd 
by pious men, that they have lookt upon 
their ſecular proſperities with fearand jea- 
louſy, and many have ſolemnly petirion'd 
for croſſes, as thinking them the neceſſary 


atteſ{tation of their ſon-ſhip, and means of 


aſſimulation to their elder brother. Wh 

then ſhould that which was ſo deſirable 
to them, appear ſo formidable to us ? or 
why ſhould we ſo vehemently deprecate, 
what they ſo earneſtly invited ? It we 
indecd think it a privilege to bethe ſons 
of God and fellow-heirs with Chriſt, why 
do we grudg at the condition ? The Ro- 
man Captain tells St. Paul that he ob- 
rained the immunities of a Roman with 
a great ſim, AG. 22, 28. and ſhall we 
expect ſo much a nobler and more advan. 
tageous adoption perfectly gratss ? look 
that God ſhould change his whole Oeco. 
nomy for our eaſe, give us an eternal in. 
herirance diſcharged of thoſe temporal in- 
cumbrances himſelf has annexcd to it This 
were ſure as nnjuſt a hope as it would be 
a vain one. When David had that en- 
ſnaring propoſal made him of being the 
Kings ſon in law, 1 Sam. 18, 21, he ſe 
ſach a value upon the dignity, that he de- 
ſpied the difficulty of the condition : and 
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ſare we muſt have very low abject 1ouls, 
if when ſo infinitly a higher advancement 
is my offer'd us, we can ſuffer any 
apprehenſion of hardſhip to diverr us. In a 
word let us remember that of the Apoltle, 
if we ſuffer, we Shall alſo reign with him, 
2 Tim. 2.12. And tho our afflictions be 
in themſelves not joious but pom—_ yet 
when they are conſider'd as the earneſt of 
our future inheritance, they put on an- 
other face, and may rather enamour then 
fright us, EE, 
9. A fourth advantage of atflictions is, 
that they excite our compaſlions towards 
others : there is nothing qualifies us ſo 
rightly to eſtimate the ſuffering of others, 
as the having our ſelves felt them : with- 
out this our apprehenſions of them are as 
dull and confuſed, as a blind mans of co- 
lors, or a deaf man of ſounds. They that 
ftretch themſebuves upon their couches, that 
eat the lambs out of the flock, and the catves 
out of t he midſt of the ftall:that chaunt to the 
ſound of the viol, drink wine in bowls, and 
anoint themſelves with the chief ointments, 
will not much be grieved with the afjiiftions 
of Joſeph. Am. 6.4. Nay fo neceſſary is 
our experience towards our Commilerati. 
on, that we ſee twas xl a requiſite 
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accompliſhment of our high Prieſt (thax 
higheſt example of anboundnded com- 
pailion) and therefore ſaith the Apoftle, 
It behooved him in all things to be made 
like his brethren, that he might be a merciful 
and faithful high prieſt in things pertain- 
ing to God, to make reconciliation for the 
fins of the people, for in that he himſelf hath 
ſuffer 'd being temted, he 1s able alſo to ſuc. 
cour them that are temted, Heb. 2, 17, 18, 
But if hz whoſe mere ſenſe of our milſe- 
ries brought him down to ns, choſe this 
expedient to advance his pity, how ne- 
ceſſary 1s it to our petrified bowels? And 
ſince God has aſlign'd our mercies to our 
brethren , as the ſtandard by which he 
will proportion his to us, tis more ours 
then their advantage to have them 1nlargs 
ed: ſo that when by making us taſt of their 
cup, acquainting us with the bitter res 
liſh of their ſufferings, he prepares us to 
a Chriſtian ſymparhy with them, ris but 
a remoter way of obliging and qualify- 
ing us for a more m=_ portion of his mer- 
cy. Nay befides the profit: there is ho. 
nor accrues to us by it ; compaſſion is. one 
of the beſt properties of our nature, and 
we unman our ſelves when we pur it off; 
nay more tis an attribute of the Divi- 

nity, 
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rity, and the 'more we advance in it, the 
cloſer approches we make to him. And 
therefore we have all reaſon to bleſs him 
for that diſcipline by which he promotes 
usin ſo excellent, to neceſſary a grace. 

10. A fifth benefir of affli tions is that 
it is an improvement of devotion, ſets 


us with more heartineſs to our praiers, 


Whilſt proſperity flows in upon us we bath 
our ſelves in its ſtreams, but are very apt 
to forget its ſource; ſo that God is fain 
to ſtop the current, leave us dry and 
parched that our needs may make us do 
what our gratitude would not, trace our 
bleſſings up to the original ſpring, and 
both acknowledg and invoke him as the 
Author of all our good. This efte& of 
afflictions is oblſerv'd by. the propher , 
Lord in trouble have they viſited thee , they 
poured out a praier when thy chaſtning was 
pon them , Ila. 26. 16. And I believe 1 
may appeal to every mans experience whe- 
ther his praiers be not more frequent 
and more hearty roo , when he is under 
ſome diſtreſs. Then how importunare are 
we in our petitions? how profuſe in onr 
vowes and promiſes? ſaying with Iſrael 
deliver us only we pray thee thus day: and they 
put away the ſtrange Gods from amone my 
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and ſerved the Lord. Jad. 10. 15. Icons 
feſs tis no good indication of our temper 
that we need thus to be put in the preſs 
ere we will yield any thing ? yet fince we 
are ſo diſingenuous, tis a mercy in God to 
adapt his methods to us; to extort when 
we will not give, andif he can have no 
free will offerings, yet ar leaft to exact his 
tribute, Nor Jo's he deſign the effeRt of 
this ſhould ceaſe with the calamity that 
rais'd it, but expects our compeL'd ad- 
dreſſes ſhould bring us into the way of 
voluntary ones, and happily enſnare us in. 
to-picty. And indeed herein are we worſe 
then brutiſh if it do not. We think ita 
barbarous rudeneſs to engage a man in 
our affaires, and as ſoon as we have ſerved 
our own turns, never take farther notice 
of him, Nay indeed the very beaſts may 
leureus 1n this piece of Morality , mas 
ny of them paying a o_— gratitude 
where they have received benefits, and 
ſhall we not come up at leaſt to their pitch? 
ſhall nor the endearment of our delive- 
rance bring our deliverer into ſome repute 
and conſideration with us, and make us 
defire to keep up an acquaintance and 
entercourſe with him? Yet if ingenuity 
work not with us let intereſt at leaſt = 
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yail, and the remembrance how ſoon 
we may need him again, admoniſh us not 
to make our ſelyes itrangers to him. God 
complains of Iſrael wherefore ſay my peg- 
plewe are Lords? we will comeno more at 
thee, Jer. 2. 31. A very inſolent folly to re. 
nounce that dependance by which alone 
they ſubſifted, and no leſs will it be in 
any of us if we ſtop our recourſe to him 
becauſe we have had advantage by it. We 


- have no aſlurance that the ſame occaſion 


ſhall not recur , but with what face 
can we then reſume that entercourſe 
which in the interval we deſpiſed ? So that 
if we have but any ordinary providence 
we ſhall ftill ſo celebrate pat reſcues 
as to Cotinue 1n a Capacity of begging 
more, and then we cannot but alſo con- 
fels the benefit of thoſe firſt calamities 
which inſpirited our devotion, and _— 
us to pray in earneſt, and will be aſha- 
med that our thanks ſhould be utter'd in a 
fainter accent then our petitions ; or our 
daily ſpiritual concerns ſhould be more 
coldly ſollicired then our temporal acci- 
dental ones, 

11. Nor is it only our devotion that is 
thus improved by our diſtreſles, but many 
other Graces; our faith, our hope, our pati- 
ence, 


y 
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ence, our Chriſtian ſufferance.& tortitude, 
It is no triumph of faith to truſt God for 
thoſe good things which he gives us in 
hand, this is rather to walk by ſenſe they 
faith, but to rely on him in the greateſt de. 
ſtirution , and againſt hope to believe in hope, 
this is the faith of a true child of Abrahan, 
and will be zmputed to us ( as it was to him) 
for righteouſneſs Rom. 4.23. So allo our pe 
tience owes all its opporruaitics of exet- 
Cile ro our afflitions, and conſequently 
owes alſo a great part of its being to theuy 
for we know deſuerude will looſe habits, 
Whar imaginable ule is there of patiency, 
where there is nothing to ſuffer 2 In our 
proſperous ſtate, we may indeed imploy 
our temperance, our humility , our Cay. 
tion ; but patience ſeems then a ulelek 
vertue: nay indeed for ought we knoy 
may be counterfeit, till adverſity bring it 
to the teſt. And yet this is the moſt glo- 
rious accompliſhment of a Chriſtian , rhat 
which moit eminently conforms him to 
the Image of his Savior, whoſe whole life 
was a perpetual exerciſe of this grace; and 
theretore we love our caſe too well if we 
are unwilling to buy this pearl at any 
PLCC, 
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I22 LASTLY our thankfulneſs is 
(at leaſt ought to be) increa'{t by our di- 
ſtreſſes. Tis very natural for us to refle& 
with value and eſteem upon thoſe bleſ- 
fings we have loſt, and we too often do 
it to aggravate our diſcontent: but ſarc 
the more rational uſe of it is to raiſe our 
thankfulneſs for the time wherein we en. 
joied them. Nay not only our former en- 
Joiments, but even our preſent depriya« 
tions deſerves our gratitude, if we con- 
fider the happy advantages we may reap 
from them. If we will perverſly caſt 
them away , that unworthy contemt paies 
no ſcores, for we ſtill ſtand anſwerable 
in Gods account for the good he defign'd 
and we might have had by it, and we be. 
come _ e » a new charge rap our in- 
gratitude in thus deſpiſing ihe chaſtiſement 
of the Lord , Heb. +4 Ig 4 
13. AND now if all theſe benefits of 
afflictions ( which are yet but _— 
recited ) may be thought worth confi. 
dering, it cannot but reconcile us'to 
the ſharpeſt of Gods methods ; unleſs we 
will own our ſelves ſuch mere animals, 
as to have no other apprehenſions then 
what our bodily ſenſes convey to us ; for | 
ſure he that has reaſon enough to under-" 
U ſtand 
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ſtand that he has an immortal ſoul, can 
not bur aſſent that its intereſts ſhould be 
ſerved, rho with the diſplacency of his 
fleſh. Yet even in regard of that, out 
murmurings are oft very unjuſt , for we 
dv many times ignorantly prejudg Gods 
deſigns towards us even in temporals, 
who frequently makes a little tranſient 
uneaſineſs the paſſage to ſecular felici. 
ties. Moſes when he fled out of- Egypt, 
probably little thought that he ſhould re. 
turn thither a God unto Pharoah, Exod, 
4+ 16. and as little did Joſeph when he 
was brought hither a ſlave , that he was th 
be a ruler there: yet as diſtant asthoſe ſtats 
were, the divine providence had ſo cow 
need them, that the one depends upon 
the other. And certainly we may often 
oblerve the like over-ruling hand in our 
own diſtreſſes, that thoſe events which 
we have entertained with the greateſt re- 
gret , havein the conſequences bin vety 
neficial to us, : | 
14. To conclude, we have certainly 
both from ſpeculation & experience abun- 
dant matter to- clam all-our diſquiets, to 
ſatisfy our diſtruſts, and to fix in us an en- 
tire reſignation to Gods diſpoſals, who has 
defigns which we cannot penetrate , but 
| | none 
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none which we need fear, unleſs we our 
ſelves pervert them. We have our Sa- 
viors word for it, that he will not give us 
« ſtone when we ask bread , nor a ſcorpion 
when we ask a fish , Mat. 7. 9. Nay his 
love ſecures us yet farther from the errors 
ofour own wild choice, and do's not give 
ns' thoſe ſtones and ſcorpions. which we 
importune for, Let us then leave our 
concerns to him who beſt knows them , 
and make jt our ſole care to entertain his 
diſpenfations with as much ſubmiſſion and 
duty , as he diſpences them with love and 
wiidom, And if we can but do fo, we 


may dare all the power of earth and hell 


too, to make us miſerable : for be our af- 
flictions v*hat they-can, we are ſure they 


 arebut what we in ſome reſpect or other 


need; 5e they privative or poſitive, the 
want of what we wiſh , or the ſuffering of 
what we wiſh n8t, they are the diſpoſals 
of him who cannot err, and weſhall fi- 
nally have cauſe to ſay with the Pfalmiſt, 
It is good for me that 1 have bin afflicted , 
Pfal, 119. 71. 
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Of our Misfortunes compared wit 
other mens, | 


1, \ \ TE come now to impreſs an equally 


juſt and uſeful confideration, the 
comparing our misfortunes with thoſe of 6- 
ther mens:& he that do's that, will certainly 
ſee ſo little cauſe to think himſelf fingular, 
that he will not find himſelf ſaperlative in 
calamity; for there is no man living that 
can with reaſon affirm himſelf ro be the ve- 
ry unhappieſt man, there being innume- 
rable diſtrefſes of others which he knows 
not of, and conſequently cannot bring 
them in balance with his own. A mul; 
titude of men there are whoſe perſons he 
knows not, and even of thofethe do's 
he may be-much a ſtranger to their diſtref- 
ſes; many ſorrows may lie at the heart 
of him who carries a ſmiling face, and 
many a man has bin an object of envy 
to thoſe who look but on the ſurface of 
his ſtate, who yer to thoſe who know his 
private griefs appears more worthy of com- 
paſhon, And ſure this confuſed uncer- 
cain 
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rain eſtimate of other mens afflictions, 
may divert us from all loud out-cries of 
our own. Joon ſeeing a friend much op- 
preſt with grief, Carried him up to a town 
that over-lookrt the City of £,Athens, and 
ſhewing him all the buildings, ſaid to him, 
conſider how many ſorrows have, do, and 
ſhall in fature ages inhabit under all thoſe 
roots, and doe not vex thy ſelf with thoſe 
inconveniencies which are common to 
mortality, as if they were only yours. And 
fure twas*good advice : for tuffering is al- 
moſt as inſeparable an adjunct of our na- 
ture, as dying is: yet wg do not fee men 
very apt*rto imbitter their whole lives by 
the tore-ſfight that they muſt die, but ſee- 
ing it a thing as univerſal as inevitable, 
they are more forward to take up the E- 
picures refolution , Let ws eat and drink, 
for to morrow we die, 1 Cor. 15. 32. And 
why ſhould we not look upon afflitions 
allo as the common lot,of humanity, aad 
as we take the advantages, ſo be content 
to bear the incumbrances of that ſtate? 

2. Bur beſides that implicite allow- 
ance thar is thus to be made for the un- 
known calamities of others, if we ſurvey 
but thoſe that lie open and viſible to us, 
the moſt of us ſhall find enough to dif- 
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countenance our Complaints... Who #8 
there that when he has moſt ftudiouſly re- 
colleRted his miſeries, may not find ſome 
or other that apparently equals, if not ex- 
ceeds him? He that ftomacs his qwn be. 
ing contemn'd and lighted, may ſee ans 
other perſecuted and oppreſt. He that 
groans under ſome ſharp pain, may ſee 
another afflicted with ſharper: and even 
he that has the moſt acute torments in his 


—— 


body, may ſee another more ſadly CruCis 


ated by the agonies of his mind. * So that 
if we would but look about ns, we ſhould 
ſee ſo many forrgign occaſions of our pi- 
ty, that we ſhould be aſham'd ts confine 
it wholly to our ſelves. | 
3. IT will perhaps be ſaid that this can- 
not be univerſally true, for that there muſt, 
in comparative degrees be ſome loweſt 
ſtate of miſery: I grant it, but ſtill that 
ſtate conſiſts not in ſuch an indiviſible 
point, that-any oye perſon can have the 

incloſure; or if it do, twill be ſo hard 
any to diſcern who that one perſon is; that 
I need deſire no fairer a compoſition, then 
to have every man ſuſpend his repinings, 
till he Can evince his title. But alas there 
are but few that can make any approches 
to ſuch a pretenec : for tho if we advert to 
mens 
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menFcomplaints, we ſhould think all de. 
grees of compariſon were confounded, 
and every man were equally the greateſt 
ſufferer ; yet certainly in the truth of 
things tis nothing ſo : for (not to repere 
what was before mention'd, that proba. 
bly no man is miſerable in any propor. 
tion to the utmoſt degree of poſhbility) 
the remarkably unhappy are very far the 
lefſe .number. And how paſſionatly ſo. 


ever men exaggerate their calamities, yet 


rhaps in their ſober mood, they will 
carce change ftates with thoſe whom they 
profeſs to think more happy shen them- 
ſelves. It was the ſaying of Socrates, that 
if there were a common bank made of all 
mens troubles, moſt men would rather 
chuſe tor take thoſe they brought, then 
to venter npon a hew dividend. ' And 
indeed he had reaſon for his ſuppoſitiong 
for confidering how great a part of many 
mens afflictions are of their own making, 
fiftitious andimaginary , they may juſtly 
fear leaſt they ſhould exchange feathers 
for lead, their own emty ſhadows tor the 
real and preſſing calamities of others, and 
cannot bur think 1t beſt to fit down with 
their own, which ſerves their declamations 
as well, and their,caſe much better, 'We 

un? 


oft 
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oft ſee men ata lirtle mis-ſhaping of a 
garment, a ſcarce diſcernable error in 
their cook, or their ſhorteſt interruption 
in their ſports, in ſuch tranſports of trou. 
ble, asif they were the moiſt unfortunate 
men in the world, yet for all that you 
ſhall hardly perſwade them to change with 
him whoſe courſe clothings ſuperledes all 
Care of the faſhion , whoſe apperite was ne- 
ver diſappointed for want of ſawce., and 
whoſe perpetual toil makes him inlenſi- 
ble whar the defeat: of ſport ſignifies. 

4. Nay even where the exchange leems 
more equgl, where the afictions -are on 
both fides ſolid and ſubſtantial, yet a 
prudent man would ſcarce venture upon 
the barter, Tis no ſmall advantage to 
know what we have to conteſt with , to 
haye experimented the worlt of its atta- 
ques, by which we become better able-to 
guard our ſelves : but a new evil comes 
with the force of a ſurpriſe, and finds us 
op2n and diſarmed, Jt .is indeed. almoſt a 
miraculous power that cuftom has in re- 
conciling us to things otherwiſe diſplea- 
ſing ; all our ſenſes arc taught to remit 
of their averſion by familiarity with un- 
grateful objects: that ugly form which 
at firit makes us ſtart, by uſe deveſts its 
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terror, 'and we reconcile our ſelves ro 
harſh-ſfounds & ill reliſhes. by long cuſtom, 
And ſure ithas the very ſame ctiect upon 
our minds; the moſt fierce calamities do 
by acquaintance grow more tractable; fo 
that he that exchanges an old one for a 
new , do's bur bring a wild Lion 1nto his 
houſe inſtead ot a tame: ir may for ought 
he knows immediatly tear him 1n pieces , 
bar atleaſt mult colt him a great deal of 
pains to render it gentie and familiar, 
and certainly no wile man would wiſh to 
make ſuch a bargain. 

5. By allthisic appears that how extra- 
m_— ſoever we aggravate our own 
calamrties and extenuare other mens , we 
dare not upon recolleftion ftand ro our 
own eſtimate, and what can be ſaid more 
in prejadice of our diſcontents?Tis a grant- 
ed maxim that every. man mult have affli- 
Qions, wan that is born of a woman, ſaics 
Job, 15 of few years , and full of trouble Job. 
14. 4. and we matt reverſe Gods fanda. 
mental law , before we can hope for a tos 
tal exemtion. All that any man can aſpire 
to , is to have. but an equal ſhare with o« 
thers, and the generality of men have 
fo, arleaſt none can prove he has not ſoz 
and rill he can, his murmars will ſure be 
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very unjuſtifiable, eſpecially when they 
have this convincing circumſtance a- 
gainſt them, that he dares not upon ſober 
thoughts change his afflictions with moſt 
of his neighbors. He1s an ill member of 
a community , who in public afſeſments 
would ſhuffle off all paiments : and he is 
ne better who in this common tax God 
has laid upon our nature , 1s. not content 

to bear his ſhare. | 
6. AND truly would we but conſider 
that in all our ſufferings nothing befals us 
bur what is common to our kind, nay 
which is extremely exceeded by many 
within the verge oo our own obſervation, 
we mult be ſenſeleffily partial tobe impa- 
tient, The Apoſtle thought it a compe. 
tent conſolation for the firſt Chriſtians 
that. there had no temtation befallen- them 
but what was common to men; 1 Cor. .10. 
13.and we betray very extravagant opi- 
nions of our ſelves if it be not fo. to us, 
Indeed twas ſcarce paſiible for us to be 
ſo. unſatisfied , as the greateſt part of us 
are, did we in the comparing our ſelves 
with others, proceed with any tolerable 
ingenuity. 
:: 7. Bur alas weare very fallacious and 
deceitful in the point ,j we do-not com- 
| pare 
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pare the. good of others with our good, 
nor their evil with ourevil ; but with an 
envious Curioſity we amaſs together all 
the defireable circumſtances of our neigh» 
bors condition, and with as prying dif- 
content we ranſack all our grievances y 
and confront to them. This is ſo infin- 
cere a way of proceeding , as the moſt or- 
dinary underſtanding can dete&t. If I 
ſhould wager that my arm were longer 
then another mans, and for tryall meſure 
my arm with his finger, he mult be ſtu« 
pidly filly, that ſhould award tor me; 
and yet this were not a groſler cheat, then 
that which we put upon our ſelves, in our 
compariſons with others. And tis a little 
ſtrange to obſerve unto what various pur. 
poſes we can apply this one thin piece of 
Sophiſtry, for when we compare our 
neighbors and our ſelves in \point of mo» 
rality , we do bur reverle the tallacy , and 
preſently make his vices as much exceed 
ours, as our Calamities did his in the 0- 
therinſtance. They are indeed both great 
violences to reaſon and juſtice, yet the la- 
ter 15 ſure the pleaſanter kind of deceit. 
A man has ſome joy in —— himfelt 
leſs wicked then his neighbor, but what 
imaginable comfort can he take in think- 
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ing himſelf more miſerable ? certainly he 
that would ſubmit to a coulſenage, had 
much better ſhift the ſcene, and think 
his ſufterings leſs then they are, rather 
then more z tor fince opinion is the thing 
that ufually f-rs an edg upon our Cala» 
mities, it might be a profitable deceit 
that could ſteal that from us. 

8. BuT we nced not blindfold our 
ſelves if we would but uſe our eies aright, 
and ſee things 1n their true S$hapesz andif 
wedid thus, what a ſtrange turn would 
there be in the common eftimates of the 
world ? How many of the gilded troubles 
of greatneſs, which men at a diſtance 


look on with ſo much admiration and de- 


fire, would then be as much contemned 
as now they are courted? A. competency 
would then get the better of abundance, 
and the now envied pomp of. princes, 
when balanced with the Cares and hazards 
ann :xt, would be ſo far trom a bait, that 
men like dau! 1 Sam 10. 22. would hide 
themſelves trom the preterment; and he 
that underſtood the verght, would rather 
chooſe to weild a Flayle then a Scepter : 
' yet fo childishly are we befotred with the 
glittering appearance of things, that we 
conclude telicity muſt needs dwell where 

there 
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there is a magn+ficent- Portico, and being 
poſleſt with this fancy we over-look her 
in our own humbler _— where she 
would more conſtantly reſide, if she could 
but find us at home : but we are commonly 


' engag'din arambling purſuit of her where 


She is ſeldomeſt to be found, and in the 
interim miſle of her at our own doors. 

9. INDEED there is ſcarce a greater 
folly or unhappineſs incident to mans na- 
ture, then this fond admiration of other 
mens enjoiments,and Contemt of our own. 
And whilft we have that humour, it will 
ſupplant not only our prefent, but all poſ- 
hbilities of our future content: for tho 
we could draw to our ſelves all thoſe 
things for which we envy others, we ſhould 
have-no ſooner made them our own, then 
they will grow deſpicable and naufeous 
to us, This is a ſpeculation which has 
bin atteſted-by innumerable experiments, 
there being nothing more frequent, then 
to ſee men with impatient eagerneſs, nay 
often with extreme hazards purſue thole 
acqueſts, which when they have them, 
they are immediatly ſick of, There is 
ſcarce any man that may not give himſelf 
inftances of this in his own particular : and 
yet 1o fatally ſtupid are we, that m—_ 
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feats will diſcipline us, or take us-off from 
theſe falſe eſtimates of other mens hap. 
pineſſes. And truly while we ſtate our 
compariſons ſo unequally, they are as mif- 
chievous as the common proverb ſpeaks 
them odious: but if we would begin at 
the right end , and look with as much 
compaſſion on the adverſities of our bre. 
thren, as we do with envy on their proſpe- 
rities, every man would find cauſe to fit 
dawn contentedly with his own burden, 
and confeſs that he bears but the propor- 
tionable ſhare of his common nature, un- 
leſs perhaps it be where ſome extraordi- 
nary demerits of his own have added to 
the weighty and in that caſe he has more 
reaſon to admire his afflitions are ſo tew, 
then ſo many. And certainly every man 
knows ſo many more ills by himſelf, then 
it is poſſible for him to do by another, that 
he that really ſees himſelf exceed others 
in his ſufferings, will find cauſe enough to 
think he do's in fins alſo. 

10. Bur if we ſtretch the compariſon 
beyond our contemporaries, and look back 
to the generations of old, we ſhall have 
yet farther cauſe to acknowledge Gods 
| = indulgence tous. Abraham tho the 

riend of God was not exemted from ſe- 
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vere trials ; he was firſt made to wander 
from his Country , and betake himſelf 
ro a kind of vyagrant lite, was a long time 
ſuſpended from the bleſſing of his defired 
off-ſpring , and when at laſt his beloved 
Haac was obtained, it cauſed a domeſtic 
jarre, which he was fain to compoſe by 
the expulſion of Ishmael tho his ſon alſo. 
Bat whar a conteſt may we think there 
was in his own bowels when that rigorous 
task was impoſed on him of ſacrificing his 
Iſaac? and tho his faith gloriouſly triumphe 
over it, yet ſure there conld not be a great- 
er preſſure upon human nature. ' David 
the man after Gods own hearr is no leſs 
fignal for his afliftions then for his piety, 
he was for a great while an exile from his 
Countrey , and (which he moſt bewailed) 
from the SanQtuary by the perſecations 
of Saul: and after he was ſetled in that 
throne to which Gods immediate affigna- 
tion had intitled him, 'what a ſucceſhon 
of calamities had he in his own family ? 
the inceſtuous rape of his Daughter, the 
retaljarion of that by the as unnatural mur- 
derof Ammon, and that ſeconded by an- 
other no'leſs barbarons conſpiracy of Ab. 
ſolom againſt himſelf, his expulſion from 
Feruſalem , the baſe revilings of _ 
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and finally the loſſeof rhat dearling ſon 
in.the a&t of his fin. + A-cluſter of affli. 
tions in cqugnicn whereof the moſt 
of ours are: but like the g/canmes (as the 
Prophet ſpeaks ) after ihe vintage u don. 
It were, indeed endleſs -to initance. in 
all the {everal Fore-fathers of our Faith 
before Chrifts incarnation , the Apoſtle 
gives us. a' brief, but yery comprehenfive 
compendium of theip lufterings, They had 
trial of truel mockings and ſcourgings ; -vta 
moreover, of bonds and,impriſonments : they 
wene tloned; were ſawn aſunder, were temt- 
eds were ſlain with the ſword : they wan» 
dred about -1n Sheep-Skins , \and \goat«Skins, 
being deſtitute , affittied , termented : they 
wandred tn deſerts, and 1m mountains, and 
in. dens, and caves of the earth , Heb. 11. 
36. 37.38. ; And it we look onthe Pris 
mitive Chriſtians, we shall ſee them per- 
tetly. che counrerpart to them, their pri- 
yileges conſiſted not in; any immunities 
from calamities; for their whole lives-were 
ſcenes of ſufferings. St; Paw gives us an 
account of his own, #n labors more abun- 
danty in ſtripes above tmeſure, m priſons more 
frequent, in aeaths oft : of the Jews ftve 
times received 1 fourty ſtripes ſave one. 
T hbrice was 1 beaten with rods, — Fi 

ons 


Mm © my 


= = % CT AX 2 2 29 EE... LL. She Ra 


_—— 


THC ©7171 0 


2 & B 


Wn 


[ 


Secr. IX. Misfortunes compar'd. 169 


ſtoned, thrice T ſuffer d Shiprwrack, a night 
and a day have I vin in the deep, in journy- 
ing often, &C. 2 Cor. 11. 23. and it hisfin- 
gle hardships role thus high , what may 
we think the whole ſum of all his fellow. 
laborers amounted to together , with that 
noble Army of martyrs who ſealed their 
faith witch their blood; of whole ſuffer- 
ings Ecclefraſtic hiſtory gives us ſuch a- 
ſtoniſhing relations ? 

11. Ag Þ now being compaſſed about 
with ſogreat a cloud of witneſſes , the Apo- 
{tles interence is very irrefragable , er us 
run with patience the race which 15 ſet be- 
fore us, Heb. 12. 1, 2. Burt yet it is more 
ſo, if we proceed on to that conſideration 
he adjoins, Looking unto Feſns the Author 
and finisher of our faith, who for the jey 
that was ſet before him , endur'd the croſs, 
deſpiſing the shame , verle 3. Indeed if we 
contemplate him in the whole courſe of 
his life, we ſhall find him rightly ſhiled 
by the Prophet a man of ſorrows , Tai. 51. 
And as if he had charged himſelf with 
all our griefs as well as our fins, there is 
ſcarce any human calamity which we may 
not find exemplified in him. Do's any 
complain of the lowneſs and poverty of 
his conditions Alas his whole lite was a 
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ſtate of indigence : he was forc'd to be an 
inmate with the beats ,. be laid in a ſtable 
at his birth, and after himſelf profeſles 
that he had not where to lay hu head, Luk, 
9. 58. Is any oppreit with 1nfamy and re. 
proch ? he may ſee his Savior accus'd as 
a glutton and a wine-bibber , Luke 7. 34, 
a Blaſphemer , Joh. 10. 33. a ſorcerer , Mar: 
12. 24. 4 perverter of the nation , Luk. 23, 
2.yeato ſuch a ſordid lowneſs had they 
ſunk his repute , that a ſeditious thief and 
murderer was thought the more eligible 
perſon , not this man but Barabbas , Joh, 
18.40. And finally allthis ſcene of indignt. 
ties clof'd with the ſpighttul pageantry 
of mockery acted by the toldiers , Mat. 27, 
28, and the yet more barbarous inſulr- 
ingsof Prieſts and Scribes, verſe 441. Is any 
man deſpifed or deſerted by his friends? he 
was Ccontemned by his country-men, 
thought frantic by his triends, betraied by 
one of his diſciples, abandon'd by all, un- 
leſs that one who followed him longeſt, 
ro renounce him the moſt ſhametully by 
a threetold abjuration. Nay what is in- 
finitly-more then all this, he ſeed deſert- 
ed by God alſo, as is witneſſed by that 
dolefal exclamation, My God, my God, why 
ha#ft thou forſaken me? Mar, 27, 64. Is a- 
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ny diſſatisfied with the hard-ſhips or la- 
bortouſneſs of his life ? let him remember 
his Saviors was not a life of delicacy or 
eaſe, he was never enter'd in thoſe Aca. 
demies of luxury , where men are gorgeouſly 
apparePd and live delicately, Luk.. 7. 25. 
but he was brought under the mean roof 
of a Carpenter, and conſequently ſubje- 
&ed to all the lowneſs of ſuch an educa- 
tion. His initiation to his Prophetic of. 
fice was with the miraculous Coming of 
a 40. daies faſt, and in his. diſcharge of 
1. | it, we find himin perpetual labors, go. 
1- | #ng about doing good, Act. 10. 38. and thar 
y | Rot in triumph (like a prince beſtowing 
7, | his largeſſes) but in weary peregrinations, 
r- | neverriding but once, and that only u 

y | on a borrow'd beaſt, and 70 fulfil a pro- 
ie | phecy, Mat. 24. Do's any man groan 
|, | under ſharpand acute pains? let him con- 
y | fider what his redeemer endur'd, how in 
a- | his infancy at his circumcihon he offer'd 
t, | the firſt fruits, as an earneſt of that bloody 
y | vintage when he trod the wine-preſs alone 
n. 8 Ifai. 63. 3. Ler him attend him through 
t- | all the ſtages of his diretul paſſion, and 
at | behold his arms pinion'd with rough cords, 
by Y tis head fmote with a reed, and torn with 
a= | his crown ef thorns, his back ploughed 
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with thole long furrows ( Plal. 120. 3. ) 
the ſcourges had made, his macerated 
teeble body oppreſt with the weight of 
his croſs, and at laſt rackt and extended. 
onit; his hands and feet, thole nervous 
and conſequently moſt ſenſible parts rrans- 
fixt with nailes, his whole body faſtned to 
that accurſed tree , and expoſed naked to 
the air in a cold ſeaſon; his throat par- 
ched with thirſt and yet more afflicted 
with that vinegar and gall wherewith 
they pretended to relieve him z and final. 
ly his life expiring amidf the full ſenſe 
of theſe accurate torments, Laſtly do's 
any man labor under the bittereſt of all 
ſorrows, importunate temtations to, or 
a wounded ſpirit for fin? even here alſo he 
may find that he has an high Prieſt who 
hath bin touched with the ſenſe of bis infir. 
mities, Heb. 4. 15. He was violently af. 
faulted with a ſucceſlion of temtations, 
Mat. 4. and we cannot doubt but Satan 
would on him imploy the utmoſt of his 
skill. Nor was he leſs oppreſt with the bur. 
den of {in, Cours I mean tho not his own. ) 
What may we think were his apprehen- 
ſkons in the Garden, when he ſo earneſtly 
deprecated that which was his whole er» 
fand into the world? What a dreadful 


prel- 


* _—_ i r«_l ic. ia oo Mp ec cc frac VQ @Xcau m- a aAxw oc .cs th... a 


ao an. .a> ans 4 an Os an a> oo. i a = 


We | dtd Soma. 


ans > CD &3 © Gum 5 ww ai ME 9» 


Sect. IX. Misfortunes compard. 173 


preſſure was that which wrung from him 
that bloody ſweat 2 and cat him into that 
inexplicable agony , the horror whereof 
was beyond the comprehenſions of any , 
bur his who felr it? and finally how a- 
mazing was the ſenſe of divine wrath , 
which extorted rhat ſtupendions come 
plaint , thar/frong cry on the crols, Heb. 5. 
7. the ſharp accent whereof, if it do a- 
right ws in our hearts, muſt certainly 
quite overwhelm our loudeſt groans? And 
now Certainly I may fay with Pilate, Zcce 
homo behold the man, or rather with a 
more divine Author, Behold if ever there 
were ſorrows like unto his ſorrows, Lam. 1.12. 
12. And ſure it were but a reaſonable 
inference, that which we find made by 
Chriſt himſelf, if theſe things be don in a 
green tree, what Shall be don in the dry ? Luk. 
23.31, If animputative guilt could nu- 
riſh ſo ſcorching a flame , pull down fo 
ſevere a wrath, what can we expect who 
are merely made up of combuſtible mat- 
ter z whoſe proper perſonal fins ny for 
vengeance? Sure were we to judg by 
human meſures, we ſhould reckon to have 
more then a double portion of our Saviors 
ſufferings entail'd upon'us : yer fuch is the 
ethcacy of his, that they have m—_—__ 
or 
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for ours, and have left us only ſuch a ſhare, 
. as may evidence our relation to our Crus 
Cified Lord: ſuch as may ſerve only for 
badges and cognizances to whom we re- 
tain, For alas, let the moſt afflicted of us 
weigh our ſorrows with his, how abſurdly 
unequal will the compariſon appear? And 
theretore as the beſt expedient to baffle 
our mutinies, to shame us out of our re- 
pinings, let us often draw this uneven pa- 
rallel, confront our petty uncaſineſles with 
his unſpeakable torments; and ſure tis im- 
poſſible but our admiration and gratitude 
mult ſupplant our impatiencies. 

13. THis is indeed the method to 
which the Apoſtle dire&ts us, Conſider him 
that endured ſuch contradittion of ſinners 
againſt himſelf , leſt ye be weary and faint m 
your minds: ye have not yet reſiſted unto blood, 
Heb. 12. 34. Was he contradicted, and 
ſha?l we expe& to be humor'd and complr'd 
with? Did he reſiſt to blood, and ſhall 
we think thoſe preſſures intolerable, which 
force only a few tears from us? This is ſuch 
an unmanly niceneſs, as utterly makes us 
unfit to follow the Captain of our Salva» 
tion, What a ſoldier is he like to make, 
that will take no ſhareof the hazards and 
hardships of His General? Honeſt Uriah 
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would not take the lawful folaces of his 
own houſe upon the conſideration thar 
his Lord Zoab (tho bur hg fellow ſubje ) 
lay incamped in the open gelds, 2 Sam. 11. 
11. yea tho he was ſent by him from the 
Camp. ' And $hall we batcly forſake ours 
in purſuit of our eaſe? He 15 of a dege- 
nerous ſpirit, whom the example of his 
{aperior will not animate. Plutarch tells us 
that Cato marching thro the defarts, was 
ſo dittreſt for water, that a ſmall quantity 
was brought to him in a helmet asa great 
prize, which he refuſing becauſe he could 
not help his ſoldiers to the like , they were 
ſo tranſported with rhat generoſity, that 
it extinguisht the ſenſe of their thirſt, and 
they were ashamed to complain of whar 
their Leader voluntarily endured for their 
fakes. And ſurely we extremely diſcre- 
dir our inſtitution , if we cannot equal 
their 1ngennity, and follow ours with as 
great alacrity thro all the difficulties he has 
traced before us, and for us. 

14. Nok ler us think to excuſe our 
ſelves upon the impotency of our flesh, 
which wants the afliftance which his di- 
vinity gave him : for that plca is ſuper. 
ſeded by the fore-mention'd examples of 
the Saints, men of like paſſions with =, 

who 
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who not only patiently, but joifully en. 
dur'd all tribulations, by which it appears 
it is not impoſſiyle ro our nature, with 
thoſe aids of grage which are common to 
us with them: for certainly the difference 
between them and us, is not ſo much in 
the degrees of the aids, as in the diligence 
of imploying them. Let us therefore, as 
the Apoſtle adviſes, /ift up the hands which 
hang down,and the feeble knees, Heb, 12.12, 
and with anoble emulation follow thoſe 
heroic patterns they have ſet us: and ſince 
we ſee that even thoſe Favorites of hea- 
ven, have {marred ſo ſeverely , let us never 
dream of an immunity , but whenever we 
find our ſelves inclining to any ſuch flat. 
tering hope , let every one of us upbraid 
our ſelves in thoſe terms the Jews did our 
Savior, Art thougreater then Abraham, and 
the Prophets,whom makeſt thou thy ſelf? Joh. 
8, 52. Nay we may deſcend lower and 
take in not only all the inferior Saints of 
' former times, bur all choſe our contem- 
poraries in ſufterings, which are moſt 
within our view, and may ask« the Apoſtles 
g_y , what then are we better then they? 
om. 3. 9. It we think we are, tis certain 
we are ſo much worſe by that infolence ; - 
and if we confeſs we are not , upon what 
icorc 
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ſcore can we pretend ro be better treated? 
To conclude, let us not pore only upon 
our peculiar evils, but attentively look 
about us, and conſider what others endure: 
and ſince in frolics we can ſport our ſelves 
with many uneaſineſſes for company ſake, 
let us not be more pufillanimous in our 
ſoberer moods, but every man cheerfully 
take his turn in bearing the common bur.. 
den of mortality, till we pur off both it and 
its appendages together, when this mortal 
Shall put on immortality, 1 Cor, 15. 54. 
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Of particular Aids for the gaining 
of Contentment, 


I, vw E have now paſt thro all thoſe 

conſiderations we at firſt pro. 
poſed, and may truſt rhe conſidering Reas 
der to make his own colleCions : yer be. 
cauſe imparience is the vice that has bin 
all rhis while arraign'd, I am to fore-ſee 
it poſſible, that thoſe who have the greateſt 
degree of that, may be the leaſt willing 
to attend the whole proceſs, and there. 
fore I think it may not be amils, for their 
eaſe to ſuit and reduce all into ſome $hort 
direCtions and rules for the acquiring con- 
tentmenr. 

2. THe firſt and moſt fundamental is, 
the mortifying our pride , which as it is 
the ſeminary of molt fins, fo eſpecially 
this of repining. Men that are highly 0. 
pinion'd of themſelves are commonly un- 
fatisfiable: tor how well ſoever they are 
treated, they ftill think jr shorr of their 
merits, Princes have often experimented 

this 
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this in thoſe who have don them ſignal 
ſervices; but God finds it in thoſe who 
have don him none, and we expe& he 
$hall diſpence to us according to thoſe 
falle eſtimates we put upon our ſelves. 
Therefore he thar aſpires to Content,muſt 
firſt take truer meſures of himſelf, and con- 
ſider that 9s he was nothing till God gave 
him a beirfg, ſo all that he can produce 
from that being, is Gods by original right, 
and therefore can prerend to nothing of 
reward; ſo that whatever he receives, is ft1ll 
upon the account of new bounty and to 
complain that he has no more, is like the 
murnzrs of an unthankful debtor , who 
would (till increaſe thoſe ſcores which he 
knows he can never Pay- 
3. In the ſecond place, let every man 
confider how many bleſſings ( notwith- 
ſtanding hisno clame to any ) he daily in- 
Joies : and whether thote he {o impatiently 
raves aftec be not much inferior to them, 
Nay let him ask his own heart, whether 
he would quit all thoſe he has, for them 
he wants, and if he would not (as I ſup- 
ſe no man in his wits would, thoſe wits 
cing part of the barter) let him then judg 
how unreaſonable his repinings are, when 
himſelf confeſſes he has the better part of 
| 4 2 world- 
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worldly happineſs, and never any man 
living had all. 

4. In thethird place therefore ler him 
ſecure his duty of thanktulneſs for thoſe 
good things he hath, and that will inſen- 
fibly undermine his impatiencies for the 
reſt, it being impoſſible to be at once 
thankful and murmuring. To this pur- 
pole it were very well, if he would keep 
a ſolemn catalogue of all the bounries, 
proteCtions , and deliverances he has re. 
ceiv'd from Gods hand, and every night 
examin what acceſhions that day - 
brought to the ſum : and he that did this, 
would undoubtedly find ſo many incita- 
tions to gratitude, that all thoſe to dif- 
content would be ſtifled in the croud. 
And fince acknowledgment of Gods mer. 
Cies is all the tribute he exacts for them, 
we muſt certainly look on that as an in» 
diſpenſable duty : and therefore he thar 
finds that God ſhortens his hand , ſtops 
the efflux of his bounty towards him, 
ſhould refle& on himſelf, whether he be 
not behind in that homage by which he 
holds, and have not by his unthankful. 
nels rurn'd away good things from him, Eſa. 
59.8. And if he find it ſo (as who alas 
is there that may not) he cannot fare for 
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ſhame complain, but muſt*'in prudence 
reintorce his gratitude for whart is left , as 
_ beſt means to recover what he has 

{t. ; 

5. Bur his murmurs will yet be more 
amazingly filenc'd , if ia the tourth place 
he compares the good things he cnjoies 
with the jil he has don. Certainly this is a 
moſt infallible cure for our impatienc1es, 
the holieft man living being able to ac- 
cuſe himſelf of fuch fins, as would ac- 
cording to all human meſures of equity 
forfeit all bleflings,and pull down a greater 
weight of judgment then the mo!t miſe- 
rable groan under. Therefore as before 
I adviled to keep a cat21!ogue of benefits 
receiv'd, ſo here it would be of uſe to draw 
up one of fins committed. And doubtleſs 
he that confronts the one with the other 
cannot but b= aftoniſhed tro find them 
both ſo numerous, equally wondring at 
Gods mercy in continuing his bleſſings, 
in deſpight of all his provocations, and 
at his own baſeneſs in continuing his pro- 
vocations, in deſpight of all thoſe bleſ- 
fings. Indeed tis nothing but our affe- 
Red ignorance of our own demerits, that 
makes it poflible for us to repine under 
the ſevereſt of Gods diſpenſations. Would 
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we but ranſack our hearts, and ſee all the 
. abominations that lie there, nay would 
the moſt of us but recolle& thoſe bare- 
fac'd crimes which even the world can wit- 
neſs againſt us, we ſhould find more then 
enough to balance the heavieſt of our pref- 
fures. When therefore by our impatient 
ſtruglings we fret and gall our ſelves under 
our burdens, let us interrogate our ſouls 
in the words of the Prophet, Why doth 
a living man complain, a man for the pu- 
aishment of his ſin? Let us not fpend our 
breath in murmurs and out-cries , which 
will only ſerve to provoke more ſtripes : 
but /et us ſearch and try our waies, and 
turn again to the Lord, Lam. 3. 39. dili- 
gently ſeek out that accurſed thing which 
has cauſed our diſcomfeiture,Jos,6.18. and 
by the removal of that, prepare the way 
for the acceſs of mercy. But alas how 
prepoſterous a method xdo we take in our 
aflictions ? We accuſe every thing but 
what we ought, furiouſly fly at all the ſe- 
cond cauſes of our calamity , nay too of- 
ten at the firſt by impious diſputes of pro- 
vidence, and in the mean time, as Fob 
ſpeaks, the root of the matter is __ inus, 
Job. 19.28. We $helter and protect in 
our boſoms the real Author of our miſe- 
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ries. The true way then to allay the ſenſe 
of our ſufferings, is to sharpen that of our 
fins, The prodigal thought the meaneſt 
condition in his tathers tamily a prefer- 
ment, Make me one of thy hired ſervants, 
Luk. 15.19. Andif we have his penitence, 
we shall have his ſubmiſſion alſo, and calm- 
ly attend Gods diſpoſals of us. 

6, As every man in his affliction is 
to look 1nward on his own heart, ſo alſo up- 
ward, and conſider by whoſe providence 
all events are order'd. 1s there any evil 
5 e. of puniſhment ) in the city, and the 

ord hath not donit? Am. 3.6. and what 
are we worms that we ſhould diſpute with 
him? Shall a man contend with his Maker? 
Let the potsherd ſtrive with the potsherds 
of the earth, Iſa. 45. 9. And as his power is 
not to be controld, ſo neither is his ju- 
ſtice to be impeach'd. Shall not the judg of 
all the earth doright? Gen. 18. 25. And 
where we can neither reſiſt nor appeal, 
what have we to do but humbly ro ſub- 
mit? Nor are we only compelPd to it by 
neceſfity , but induced and invited by in- 
tereſt, fince his diſpenſations are directed 
not barely to aſſert his dominion, but ro 
evidence his paternal care over us. He 
diſcerns our needs, and accordingly ap- - 
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plies to ns; - The benigniry of his nature 
rmits him not to take delight in our di. 
{treſſts , he doth not affiiet willingly, nor 
grieve the children of men , Lam. 3.33. and 
therefore when ever he adminiſters to us 
a bitrer cup, we may be ſure rhe ingredi. 
ents are medicinal , and ſuch as our infir. 
mities require. He dares not truſt our in. 
temperate app2tites with unmixt proſpe- 
rities, the luſhiouſneſs whereof rho it 
may pleaſe our palats, yet like St. Johns 
book Rev. 10. 9. that hony in th? mouth 
may prove gall in the bowels , ingender the 
moſt fatal diſeaſes. Let us therefore in 
our calamities not conſult with flech and 
blood, Gal. 1. 16. ( which the more it 1s 
bemoan'd, the more it complains ) but 
look to the hand that ſtrikes ; and aſſure 
our ſelves, that the ſtripes are not more 
ſevere , then he'ſees neceſſary in order to 

our goo1: and ſince they are ſo, the 
ought in reaſon to be our choices Foc 
as his; and not only religion, bur ſelf love 
will promt us to lay , withold Ely , zt zs the 
Lord, let him do what ſeemeth him good, 
I Sam.3.11. But alas we do not underitand 
what is our intereft, becauſe we do not 
rightly underſtand what we are ourſelves. 
e conſider our ſelves merely in our ani- 
mal 
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mal being , our bodies and thoſe ſenſitive 
faculties veſted in them, and when we are 
invaded there, we think we are undon, 
tho that breach be made only , to relieve 
that diviner part within us, befieged and 
opprelt with the fleſh abour it ( tor 1o God 
knows it too often is; ) or if we do not con» 
ſider it in that notion of an enemy, yet 
at the utmoſt eſtimate , the body is to the 
foul but as the garment to the body, a 
decent caſe or cover : now what man (not 
ſtark frantic ) would nor rather have his 
clothes cut then his fleſh ? and then by the 
rate of proportion , we may well queſtion 
our own ſobriety , when we repine that 
our ſouls are ſecur'd at the coſt of our bo- 
dies, and that is certainly the worſt, the 
unkindeſt defign, thar God has upon us; 
and our impatient reſiſtances ſerve only ro 
fruſtrate the kind, the medicinal part of 
aflictions, bur will not ar all reicue us 
from the ſevere, Our murmurings may 
ruine our ſouls, but will never avert any 
of our outward calamities. 

7. A ſcventh help to contentment is to 
have a right eſtimate of the world, and che 
common ſtate of humanity: to conſider 
the world but as a ſtage and our ſelves but 
as ators, and to reſolve that it is very lit- 
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tle material what part we play ſo we do 
it well. A Comedian may get as much ap. 
plauſe by ating the ſlave as the conque- 
ror, and he that acts the one ro day,may to 
morroyw reverſe the part, and perlonate the 
other. So great are the viculfirades of the 
world, thar there is no building any firm 
hopes upon 1t. *#All the certainty we have 
of it, is, that in every condition it has its 
uneaſineſſes : ſo that when we court a 
change, we rather ſeek to vary then end 
our miſeries. And certainly he that has 
well impreſt upon his mind the vanity and 
vexation of the world, cannot be much 
{arpriſed at any thing that befalls him in 
it, We expect no more of any thing 
but to do its kind, and we may as well be 
angry that we cannot bring the lions to 
our Cribes, or fix the wind to a certain 
point , as that we cannot ſecure our ſelves 
trom dangers and diſappointments in this 
rough and mutable world. We are there- 
fore to lay it as an infallible maxim, that 
in this vale of tears every man muſt meet 
with ſorrows and diſaſters: and then ſure 
we may take our peculiar with evenneſs 
of temper, as being but the natural con- 
ſequent of our being men. And tho poſ- 
fibly we may every one think higalelt to 
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have a double portion, yet thatis uſually 
from the deceitful compariſons. we make 
of our ſelves with others. Wetake the 
magnifying glaſſes of diſcontent and envy 
when we view our own miſeries and others 
felicities, but look on our . enjoiments 
and their ſufferings thro the contracting 
optics of ingraritude and incompaſſion : 
and whilſt we do thus, tis impoſlible but 
we muſt foment our own diſlatisfactions, 
He that will compare to good purpoſe 
muſt do it honeſtly and fincerely, and 
view his neighbors calamities with the 
ſame attention he do's his own , and his 
own comforts with the ſame he do's his 
neighbors; and then many of the greac 
ſeeming inequalities would come pretty 
neer a level. 
-  $. Burt even where they do nor, itin 
the $th place deſerves however to be con- 
ſiderd how ill-narur'd a thing it is, for 
any man to think himſelf. more miſerable 
becauſe another is happy: and yet this is 
the very thing, by which alone many men 
have made themſelves wretched : for ma+. 
ny have created wants, merely from the 
envious contemplation of ather mens a- 
bundance. And indeed there is nothing 
more difingenuous, or (to go higher) more 
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Diabolical; :Zucifer was happy enough 
in his original ſtate , yet could not think. 
himſelt fo becauſe he was nor like the moſt 
high Ia. 14. 14. And when by that 1n(o. 
lent ambition he had forteited bliſs, it has 
ever fince bin an aggravation of his tor, 
ment, that mankind 1s aflumed to a Capar 
City of ity and accordingly he makes it 
the deſign of his envious induſtry to'des 
feat him. Now how pertectly are the two 
firſt parts of this copy rranicrib'd, by thole 
who firſt cannor' be ſatisfied with any 1n« || | 
ferior degree of proſperity, and then whet | 
their impatiencies with. ather mens enjoi- || | 
ments of what they cannot attain? And tis || | 
much to be doubted, that they who go thus 
tar may compleat the parallel, and endea- 
vor when they have opportunity to un- 
dermine that happineſs they envy. There- 
fore (ince Satan is fo apt to inipreſs his 
whole image , where the has: drawn any of 
his lineaments, it concerns us warily to 
guard ourſelves, and by a Chriftian (ym+ 
pathy with our brethren, rejpice with them 
that do rejoice, Rom. 12. 15. make the 
comforts of others, an allay not an im- | 


provement otour own miſeries, Chari» 
ry has a ſtrange magnetic power, and at- 
tracts the concerns of our brethren to us, 

and 
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and he that has that in his breaſt can never 
want refreſhment, whilſt any about him 
are happy , for by adopting their intereſt, 
he ſhares in their joies, Fethro tho ana» 
lien refozced for all the good God had don to 
Iſrael , Exod. 18. 9. and why ſhould not 
we ltave as ſenfible a concurrence with 
our fellow Chriſtians? And he that has ſo, 
will ſtill find ſomthing to balance his own 
{ufferings. 

9. Let him that aſpires to conrent- 
ment '{et bounds to his defire. 'Tis -our 
common fault in this affaire, we uſually 
begin at the wrong end, we enlarge our 
deſires as hell, and cannot be ſatisfied , Hab. 
2. 5. andrthen think Godnſes usill ,; it he - 
do not fill our inſatiable appetites: where. 
as if we would confine our expectations to 
thoſe things which we need, or he has pro- 
mis'd, there are few of us who would not 
find themabundantly anſwer'd. Alashow 
few things are there which onr nature (if 
not ſtimulated by fancy. and luxury) re- 
quires? And how rare 1s it to find them 
who want thoſe ? Nay who have noc ma- 
ny additionals fordelight and plefure? And 
yet Gods promiſe under the Goſpel extends 
only to thoſe neceſfaries , for where Chrift 
aſſures his diſciples that theſe things m_ 
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be added unto them Mar. 6. 33. the context 
apparently reftrains theſe thmgs to meat 
and drink and clothing, Therefore take 
no thought for the life what you shall eat, 
or what you Shall drink , nor yet for the body 
what you shall put on , verle 25. now what 
pretence have we to clame more then our 
Charter gives us? God never articled with 
the ambitious to give him honors, with 
the covetous to fill his bags , or with the 
voluptuous to feed his luxuries, Let us 
therefore, if we expect to be ſatisfied, 
modeſtly confine our defires within theli- 
mits he has ſet us: and rhen every acceſ- 
fion which he ſuperadds will appear ( what 
it is jalargeſs and bounty. Bur whilſt our 
—_ are boundleſs, and rather ſtretcht 

n filled with our acqueſt's, what poſſi. 
bility is there of their ſatisfa&tion? And 
when we importune God for it, we do 
bur affipn him ſuch a task the Poets made 
a repreſentation of their Hell, the filling 
a ſieve with water, or the rolling a ſtone 
up a preCipice. 

107; A great expedient for content- 
ment, is to confine our thoughts to the 


preſent, and not-to ler them looſe to fu. 


ture events. Would we bur do this, we 
might ſhake off a great part of Cy 
en: 
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den: for we often heap fantaſtic loads 
upon our ſelves by anxious preſages of 
things which perhaps will never happen, 


and yet fink more under them, then under 
the real weight that is actually upon us. 


And this is certainly one of the greateſt 


follies imaginable: tor either the evil will 
come or. it will nor, if 1t will, tis ſure no 
ſuch deſirable gueſt that we ſhould go out 
to meet-it, we ſhall feel it time enough 
when it falls on us, we need not projet 
to anticipate our ſenſe of it : but it it, will 
not, whatextreme madneſs is it for a man 
to torment himſelf with that which will 
never be, to create engines of tortures, 
and by ſuch aerial afiQtions, make him- 
ſelf as miſerable as the moſt real ones could 
do? And truly this is all that we uſually ger 
by our fore-ſights. Previſion is one of Gods 
attributes, and he mocks ar all our pre- 
tences to it, by a frequent defeating of 
all our fore-catts. He do's it often in our 
hopes: ſome little croſle circumſtance ma- 
ny times demoliſhes thoſe goodly machins 
we raiſe to our ſelves: and he do's it no 
leſs in our fears, thoſe ills we ſolemnly 
expected often baulk us, /and others from 
an unexpected coaſt ſuddenly invade us. 
And fince we are ſo blind, fo As 5 
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let us never take upon us tobe ſcoutsto— E 
diſcover danger at adiſtance (for tis mani- 
fold odds we ſhall only bring home falſe a- 
larms) but ler us reit our ſelves upon that 
moſt admirable Aphoriſm of our bleſſed 
Lord, Sufficient unto the day 15 the evil there. 
of, Mart. 6. 34. apply our ſelves with Chri- 
tian courage to bear the preſent , and 
leave God either to augment or diminiſh, 
as he ſees fit for the future. Or if we will 
needs be looking forward, let it bein 0+ 
bedience not contradiction to our duty: 
let us entertain our ſelves with thoſe tu- 
turities which we are ſure are not Chimes 
ra's, death and judgment, heavTn and hell, 
The nearer we draw theſe rhings ro our 
view, the more inſenfible will all inter- 
medial objects be ; they will deceive our 
ſenſe of preſent, and much more fore-ſtal 
the apprehenſion of future evils : for tis 
our neglect of thingserernal, that leaves us 
' thus at leiſure for the tranſitory 

11. In the laſt place let us in all our 
diſtreſſes ſuperſede our anxieties and ſol» 
licitudes by that moſt effetual remedy 
the Apoſtle preſcribes, [s any man afflitted 
let him pray, Jam. 5. 14. And this ſure 
is a moſt rational preſcription : for alas 
what elſe can we S towards the redreſs 
ot 
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of our griets. We who are ſo impotent, that - 
we have not power over the moſt deſpi- 
cable excreſcence of our own body, can. 
not make one hair white or black, Mat.5.36. 
what Can we do towards the new mould- 
ing our Condition , or modelling things 
without us? Our ſollicirudes ſerve only 
to bind our burdens faſter upon us, bur 
this expedient of Praier will certainly re- 
lieve us. Call upon me, ſaies God, in the 
time of trouble, and I will hear thee , and 
thou shalt praiſe me, Plal .50. 15. When- 
ever therefore we are ſinking in the 
floods of affliction, let us thus ſupport our 
ſelves by repreſenting our wants unto our / 
_—__ Lord, cry unto him as St. Peter 
id, Mat. 14. 30. and he will take ws by 
the hand, and be the winds never {o boiite. 
rous or contrary, preſerve from linking : the 
waves or billows of this troubleſom world, 
will ſerve but to toſs us cloſer into his 
arms, who can with a word appeaſe the 
rougheſt tempeſt, or reſcue from it. O 
let us not then be ſo unkind to our ſelves, 
as to negle& this infallible means of our 
deliverance ! but with the Pſalmiſt take 
our refuge under the shadow of the divine 
wings till the calamity be over-paſt Pſa. 
57. 1, Andas this oo _ expedient in 
all 
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all our real important aflictions, ſo is it 
a good telt by which to try what are fo; 
We are ofien peeviſh and diſquieted at 
trifles, nay we take up the quarrels of our 
laſts and vices, and are diſcontented when 
they want their wiſht ſupplies. Now in 
either of theſe caſes, no man that at all 
conſiders who he praies to, will dare to 
inſert theſe in his praiers, it being a con- 
temt of God to invoke him in things fo 
{light as the one, or imp1ous as the other, 
It will therefore be good for every man 
when he goes to addreſs for relief, to con- 
ſider what of his preſſures they are, that 
are worthy of that ſolemn deprecation : 
and when he has ſingled thoſe out, let 
him refle&, and he will find he has in 
that prejudg'd all his other diſcontents 
as frivolous or wicked. And then ſure 
he cannot think fit to harbour them, 
but muſt for ſhame diſmiſs them, fince 
they are ſuch, as he dares not avow to 
him, from whom alone he can expect 
relief. God alwaies pities our real mi- 
ſeries, but our imaginary ones dare 
not demand it. Let us not then create 
ſuch diſeaſes ro our ſelves, as we Can- 
not declare to our Phyſitian : and when 
thoſe are precluded, for all the reſt Sr. 
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Pauls recipe is a Catholicon, Bz care- 
ful for nothing, but in every thing by prai- 
ers and ſupplications, with thankſervings 
let your requeſts be made known to God. 
Phil, 4. 6. 
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ST a ct. Ab, 
Of Reſronation. 


I. N D now amidſt ſuch variety of re- 

ceits, twill be hard to inſtance any 
one fort of calamity which can eſcape their 
efficacy, if they be but duly appli'd. But 
indeed we have generally a compendious 
way of fruſtrating all remedies by never 
making uſe of them : like fantaſtic pati- 
ents we are well enough content to have 
our diſeaſe diſcourſt, and medicines pre- 


ſcrib'd, but when the Phyſic comes, have . 


{till ſome pretence or other to protract 
the taking it. But I ſhall beſeech the 
Reader to conſider, that counſels are not 
charms, to work without any cooperation 
of the concern'd perſon : they mult be ad- 
verted to, they. muſt be have &-- and con- 
fiderd, and finally they muſt be practic'd, 
or elſe the utmoſt good they can do us, 
is to give us a few hours divertiſment in 
the reading : but they do us a miſchief 
that infinitly out-weighs it, for they im- 

prove 
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prove our guilts by the ineffective tender 
they make of reſcuing us from them, and 
teave us accountable not only for the 0+ 
riginal crimes, but tor our obſtinate adhe- 
hon to them in ſpight of admonition, 

2. I fay this becauſe it is a little too 
notorious, that many take up books only 
as they do cards or dice,. as an inſtrument 
of diverhon. Tis a good entertainment 
of their Curioſity to ſee what can be ſaid 
upon any ſubject, and be it well or ill 
handled, they can pleaſe themſelves e- 
qually with the ingenuity or ridiculouſ- 
neſs of the compoture, and when they 
have don this, they have don all they de- 
ſign'd. This indeed may be tolerable in 
Romances and Play-books, but ſure it ill 
befits Divinity. Andyerl fear ir oftneſt 
happens there : for in the former ſome do 
projed for ſome trivial improvements, as 
the embelliſhing of their ſtile, the inſpi- 
riting of their fancies; and ſome men 
would ſcarce be able to drive their pedling 
trade of wit, did they not thus ſweep the 
ſtage : bur alas how many books of piety 
are read, of which one cannot diſcern the 
leaſt tinture in mens converſations , 
which ſure do's in a great meſure proceed 


from the want of a determinate deſign in 
their 
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#their reading , mens practice being not 
apt to be lefs rovers then their ſpecula- 
tron. He that takes a practical ſubject 
1inhand, muſt doir with a —_ to con- 
form his practice to what he ſhall there 
be convinc'd to be his duty , and he that 
comes not with this probity of mind, 
is not hike to be mae by his 
reading. 

| 3. Bur one would think this ſhould 
be an unneceſſary caution at this time , 
for fince the intent of this tra, is only 
ro ſhew men the way to contentment , tis 
to be ſuppos'd the Readers will be as much 
in carne{t as the writer can be, it being 
every mans proper and moſt important 
intereſt, the inſtating him in the higheſt 
and moſt ſupreme felicity that this world 
Can admit: yet for all this fair probabili- 
ty, I doubt many will in this inſtance 
have the ſame indifference they have in 
their other ſpiritual concerns. 

4. T's true indeed that a querulous re- 
pining humor, is one of the moſt per- 
n:cious, the moſt ugly habits incident to 
mankind , but yer as deformed people are 
oft the moſt in love with themſelves, fo 
this crooked piece of our temper , isof all 
others the moſt indulgent toit ſelf, m_ 

an. 


4&4 4 O24 ANY. Ep era 


Se ————_ 


Secr. XI. Of Reſignatim. 199 


lancholy is the moſt ſtubborn and untra- 
able of all humors ; and diſcontent being 
the offspring of that , partakes of thar in- 
flexibility: and ccocalingly we ſee how 
impregnable it often is, againſt all aſſaults 
of reaſon and religion too. Fonah in a 
ſullen mood would juſtify his diſcontent 
even to God himſelt, and in ſpight of that 
calm reproof , doſt thou well to be angry ? 


Jon. 4. 9. aver he did well to be angry e- 


ven to the death. And do we not frequent- 
ly ſee men upon an impatience of ſome 
iſappointment , grow angry even at their 
comforts? Their friends, their children , 
their meat , their drink, every thing grows 
nauſeous to them, and in a frantic dilcon- 
tenr , they often fling away thoſe things 
which they moſt relun Heber this peeviſh 
impatience is of ſo aerial a diet, that tis 
ſcarce poſlible to ſtarve it. Twill nuriſh is 
ſelf wth Phanraſms and Chimeras, ſuborn 
a thouſand ſurmiſes & imaginary diſtreſles 
to aber its pretences: and tho every one of 
us Can remonſtrare to another , the unrea- 
ſonableneſs of this diſcontent ; yet ſcarce 
any of us will draw the argument home, or 
ſuffer our ſelves to be/ convinCc'd by what 
we urge as irrefragable to others. Nay 
facther this humor is1mpatient of any di. 
VEr. 
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verſion, loves to converſe only with it ſelf, 
In bodily pains , men that deſpair of cure 
are yetglad of allaies and mitigations , 
and ftrive by all arts, to divert and de- 
ccive the ſenſe of their anguiſh; bur in 
this diſeaſe of the mind , men cheriſh and 
improve their roxment , roll and chew the 
bitter pill 1n their mouths, that they may 
be ſare to have its utmoſt flavor and b 
devoting all their thoughts to the ſub) 

of their grief, keep up an uninterrupted 
ſenſe of it: asif they had the ſame Ty- 
raany for themſelves which Caligula had 
for others, and loved to feel themſelves 
» dic. Indeed there is not a more abſurd 

) contradiction in the world , then to hear 
men cry out of the weight , the 1ntolera- 
bleneſs of their burden , and yer graſp it 
as fait as if their life were bound up init; 
will not depoſiteit, no not for the ſmal. 
eft breathing time. A ſtrange faſcinati- 
on fare, and yet ſo frequent, that it 
ought to be the fundamental care of him 
that would cure men of their diſcontents, 
to bring them to a hearty willingneſs of 
being cured. 

5. IT may be this will look like pa- 
radox, and every man will be apr to ſay he 
wiſhes nothing more in earneſt , then to 

be 
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be cured of his preſent diſconteur, He that 
is poor would be cured by wealth, he thar 
is low and obſcure by honor and great- 
neſs: but ſo an Hydropic perſon may ſay 
he deſires to have his thirſt cur'd by a 
perpetual ſupply of drink : yet all ſober . 
people know , that that is the way only 

1acreaſe it : but let the whole habit 
of thb._ body be reC&tified, and then the 
thirſt will ceaſe of ir ſelf. And certainly 
tis the very ſame in the preſent caſe, no. 
outward acceſſions will ever ſatisfy our 
—_ our appetites muſt be ram'd 
and reduc'd, and then they will never be 
able to raiſe tumults, or put us into mu- 
tiny and diſcontent: and he ( and none 
bur he ) that ſubmits to this method, can 
truly be ſaid to defire a cure. , 

6. BuT he that thus atteſts the reali. 
ty of his deſires, and ſeeks contentment 
in its page ſphere, may ſurely arrive to 
ſome conliderable degrees of it. We find 
in all ages men, that only. by the dire- 
&ion of natural light have calmed their 
diſquiets, and reafon'd themſelves into 
contentment even under great and ſen» 
ſible preſſures; men who amidſt the acu- 
reit rorments , have till preſerv'd a ſe-« 
renity of mind, and have: fruftrated con- 
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remts and reproches by diſregarding them: 
and ſure we give a very ill account of our 
Chriſtianity, if we cannot do as much with 
it as they did withour it. 
' 7, I do nothere propoſe ſuch a Stoical 
inſenſibility as makes no diſtinction of ec. 
vents, which, tho it has bin vainly prerend- 
ed to by many , yet ſure was never attain'd 
by any upon the ſtrength of diſcourſe. 
Some natural dulneſſe or caſual ſtupefas« 
dion muſt concur to that, and perhaps 
by doing fo, has had the luck to be ca. 
noniz'd for vertue, I mean ouly ſuch a 
ſuperiority of mind as raifes us above our 
ſufferings , tho it exemt us not from the 
ſenſe of them. We cannot propole -to 
our ſelves a higher patern,in any vertue 
then our bleſſed Lord : yet we ſee he not 
only felt that load under which he lay , 
but had the moſt pangent and quick 
ſenſe of it, ſuch as promted thoſe earneſt 
deprecations, father if it be poſſible let 
this cup paſs: yet all thoſe diſplacencyes 
of his fleſh were ſurmounted by the re- 
frgnation of his ſpirit,nevertheleſs not what 
Twill, but what thou wilt , Luk. 22. And 
certainly he that in imiration of this pat- 
rern, do's in ſpight of all the reluQancies 
of his ſenſe , thus entirely ſubmit his wilh, 
; how- 
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however he may be ſad, yet he is not im. 
patient z nor is he like to be fad long , for 
to him thar is thus relign'd , /zght will 
ſpring up , Pal. 97. 11. fome good Angel 
will be ſent like that to our Savior to re- 
lieve his diſconfolation. God will ſend 
either ſome outward allaies , or give ſuch 
interior Comforts -and ſupports, as ſhall 
counterpoile thoſe afflictions he takes not 


8. INDEED thegrand deſign of God 
in correcting us is ( the ſame with that > 
of aprudeat parent towards his child ) to 
uae 299: wills. That ftubborn faculty will 
{icarce bend with ealy touches, and there- 
fore do's require ſome force : -and when 
by that rougher handling , he has brought 
it to apliantneſs, the work is don. Tis 
therefore our intereſt ro cooperate with 
this deſign, to afliit as much as we are able 
towards the ſubjugating this unruly part 
of our ſelves, This.is that Sheba 2Sam, 20, 
the ſaurrendring of whom is Gods expeCta- 
tion in- all the cloſe fieges he laies to us, 
Let us then be ſowile, as by an early re- 
ſigning it todivert his fatther hoſtilities, 
and buy our peace with him. 

9. AND truly this is the way not only 
| to gain peace with him, þut our ſelves 
Cc 2 too, 
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too : tis the uſurpation of our will over 
our realon which breeds all the confu- 
fion and tamults within our own breaſts, 
and there is no poſſibility of curbing its 
inſolence , but by putting*it into ſafe cu- 
ſtody committing it to hum who as our 
Church teaches us ) alone can order the 
unruly wills of ſinful men. Indeed no- 
thing but experience can fully inform us 
of the ſerenity and calm of that ſoul , who 
has refign'd his will to God. All care of 
chuſing tor himſelf is happily ſuperſed- 
ed, he 1s temted to no anxious |recaſts for 
future events, for he knows nothing can 
happen in contradiction of that ſupreme 
will, in which he hath ſanQuary : which 
will certainly chuſe for him with that 
tenderneſs and regard, that a faithful» 
Guardian would for his pupil, an indal. 
gent father for his child that caſts irs ſelf 
into his arms. Certainly there 15 not in 
the world ſuch a holy ſort of artifice, fo 
Divine a charm to tie our God to us, as this 
ot reſigning our ſelves to him, We find the 
Gibeonites by yielding themſelves vaſlals 
to the Iſraelites, had their whole army at 
their beck to reſcue them in their danger 
Joſ.10.6, and can we think God is leſs con- 
ſiderate of highomagers and AL mc” ? 
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No certainly, his honor as well.as his com- 
paſſion 1s concern'd in the relief of thoſe 
who have ſurrendred themſelves tohim. 
10. FARTuER yet, when by rchg- 
nation we have united our wills ro God, 
we have quite changed the icene, and 


we who when our wills ſtood fingle were 


liable to perpetual defeats, in this bleſſed 
combination can rfever 'be croſt, When 
our will is twiſted and 'mvolved with 
Gods, the ſame omnipotenee which backs 
his will, do's alſo attend ours, Gods will,we 
are ſure, admits of no controle , can never 
be reſiſted, and we have the ſame ſeCuri- 
ty forours, ſo long as it concurs withit. 
By this means all calamities are unſting'd, 
and even-thoſe things which are molt re- 
pugnant to our ſenſitive natures, are yet 


very agreable' to our ſpirits, when we 


conſider they are implicitly our own 
choice, fince they are certainly his , whom 


-we have departed toelect for us, Indeed 


there can be no face of adverſity ſo aver- 
ting and-formidable, which {ſet in this 


1ighr will not. look amiable: We ſee daily 


how many uneaſineſlefs and , prejudices 
men will contentedly tuffer in purſuit of 
their wills: and if we have really eſpou- 
ſed Gods, made his will ours, we _ 
wit 
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with as great ( nay far greater ) alacriry 
embrace its diſtributions, how uncaly 
ſoever to our ſenſe; our ſouls will more 
Acquieſce in the accompliſhment of the 
Divine will, then our fleſh can reluct to 
any {vere effects ot it. 

11, HERE then is that footing 
of ficm ground, on which whoſoever 
can ftand, may. indeed do that which 
Archimedes boaſted, move the whole 
world, He may as to himſelf ſubvert the 
whole courſe of fublunary things, un» 
venem all thoſe calamities which are to 
others the gall of Aſps; and ina farther 
ſenſe verify that Evangelical. prophecy, 
of beating ſwords Fong cory Shares, and 
ſpears into pruning books , Eſay. 2, 4.' the | 
moit hoſtile weapons, the moſt adverſe | 
events, ſhall be by. him converted into | 
inſtruments of fertility, ſhall only advance | « 
his ſpiritual growth. | | 

t2.'/ AND now who can Chuſe but con- | + 
feſs this a much more eligible ſtate, then | ' 
to be alwaies harraſſed with ſolicitudes | | 
and cares, perpetually either fearing fu» | « 
ture defeats, or bewailing the-paſt, And 
then, what can we call it leſs then mad- 
neſs or enchantment , for men'to. at ſo 


contrary to their own' dictates, o_ 
their 
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their very tenie and experience, too fee 
and acknowledge the inexplicable feliciry 
of a rehgned will,. and yer perverſely to 
hold our theirs, tho they can get nothing 
by it, bar the fullen pleafure of oppoſing 
God, and tormenting themſelves Let 
us therefore if not for our duty or eaſe, 
yer at leaſt for our reputation , rhe aſ- 
ſerting our felves men of ſobriety and 
common ſenſe, do that which upon alt 
thefe intereſts we are obliged ; ter us but 
giveupour wills, and with them we ſhall 
certainly diveft our ſelves of all our fruitleſs 
anxieties, and caſt our burdens upon him 
who invites us to do ſo. He who bears 
all our fins, will bear all our ſorrows, 
our pricls toO: if we will but be content 
to depolite them, he will relieve us from 
all thoſe oppreſling weights, which make 
our ſouls cleave to the duſt, Plal. 119, 25. 
and will in exchange give us only his /ght, 
his pleaſant burden , Mat. 11.33. In a 
word there will be no care lefr tor us, but 
that of keeping our ſelves in a capacity 
of his: let us but ſecure our love to him, 
and we are aſcertain'd that all things shall 

work together for our good, Rom. 8. 28. 
To conclude , ReGonation and Con- 
tentment are vertues not only of a near 
Cogna- 


_T 


208 The Art of: Contentment. 


cognation and reſemblance, but they are 
linked as the Cauſe and the Effet. Let 
us but make ſure of Reſignation, and 
Content will flow into us without our 
farther induſtry : as on the contrary whilſt 
our wills are at defiance with Gods, we 
ſhall alwaies find things at as great defi- 
ance with ours, All our ſubtiletes or in- 
duſtries will never mould them to our ſa- 
tisfactions, till we have moulded our ſelves 
into that pliant temper that we can cor. 
dially fay, 1t zs the Lord, let him do what 
feemeth him good. 1 Sam. 3. 1% 
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The Cloſe. 


r, HIS ſhort inſtitution of the Ar: 

of Contentment, cannot more na. 
turally, or more deſirably draw to a con- 
clufion, then in the reſort we have given 
it, in the bolome of divine Proviaence. 
The Roman conquerors as the la(t pitch 
of all rhcir triumphs, went to the Capi- 
tol, and laid their Garlands in the lap of 
Fapiter : but the Chriſtian has an eaſier 
way to Triumph, to put his crown of 
thornes (for that is the trophy of his vi- 
Qories) within the arms of his gracious 
God, there lodg his fears , his wants, 
his ſorrows, and himſelf too, as 1n the 
belt repofttory. 

2. THe Goſpel command of not ca- 
ring for the morrow, Mat. 6. 34, and being 
careful for nothing , Phil. 4. 6. nakedly 
propos'd, might ſeem the abandoning of 
us to all the calamities of life : but when 
we are directed to caft all our care upon 
a gracious and all-powertul Parent, and 
are aſſur'd chat he cares for us, 1 Pet. 5. 7. 
that th» a woman may forget her ſucking 
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of rhe ſon of her womb, yet will he not for- 
get his Children, Iſa. 49. 15. this will 
abundantly ſuperſede all' cavil and obje- 
Ction. Whilit worldly men truſt in an 
arm of fleſh, lay up rrefive on earth, a prey 
for ruſt and moth, Mat. 6.19. and a tor- 
ment to themſelves, Jam. 5. 3. the Chri- . 
ſtian has Omniportence for his ſupport, 
and a treſure in heaven, where no thief 
approches , nor moth corrupts, Mat. 6. 20. 
Whil{t bold inquirers call in queſtion 
Gods ſecret will, oblige him to their ſub 
or ſupralapfarian ſchemes, their abſolute 
or conditional decrees, their grace fore- 
ſeen or predetermin'd ; the pions man with 
aweful acquieſcence ſubmits to that which 
is reve!'d : reſolves for ever to obey, but 
never to diſpute ; as knowing that the 
belov'd Diſciple lean'd on his Maſters bo. 
ſome ; but tis the thiefs and traitors part 
co $0 about to rifle it. 

3. Tis ſurely a modeſt demand in the 
behalf of God Almighty, that we ſhould 
- allow him as much privilege in his World, 
as every Pelſant clames in his Cottage; to 
b Maſter there, and diſpoſe of his houſe- 
hold as he thinks beſt : to ſay to this man, 
Go, and he goeth: and to another , Come, 
and he cometh : and to hus ſervant, Do this, 

and 
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and he doth it, Mat. 8. 9. Andit we would 
afford him this liberty., chere would be 
an-immediate end put to -all clamor aud 
complaint. 

4- W s make it our daily praier that 
the will of God may. be:don. in earth as it 
i m heaven, with a ready, ſwift, and 
uninterrupted conſtancy. As tis Giant» 
like rebellion ro ſet up our will againſt 
his, Jo is it mad perverſenelſs to ſer it up 
again{t our own ; be diſpleas'd that. our 
requeſts are granted, and repine that his, 
and therewith our will is don. It were 
indeed not only good manners, but good 
policy, to obſerve the direftion of the 
Heathen, and follow God+ : not prejudg 
his determinations by ours ; but in a mo- 
deft ſuſpenſion of our thoughts, hearken 
what the Lord God will ſay concerning us, 
for hewill ſpeak peace unto his people, an1 
to his Saints that they turn not again, 
Pſa. $5.8. 

5. Or however upon ſurpriſe we may 
indulge to a paſlionare affection, and dote 
upon our illegitimate off-ſpring,our dearl. 
ing guilts or follies, as David did upon 
that Child, who was the price of Murder 
and adultery : yet when the brat is taken 
from us, when the Child is dead, it will 
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become us todo as he did ,. rife from our . 
ſullen poſtare on the earth, and worsbip 
mn. the houſe of the Lord, 2 Sam. 12. 20. 
It will behove us, as he faies in another 
place, to /ay owr band upon our mouth, be- 
cauſe it was . his. doing, Plal. 30. 10, and 
with holy 7ob Chap. 40. 4. when charg'd 
with his murmurings, Behold. 7 am we, 
what shall Tanſwer £ OQuce have 1 ſpoken, 
but I will not anſwer : yea twice , bat I will 
proceed no farther. FEI. 

6, Socrates rightly faid of Content= 
ment, oppoling it to the riches of tortune 
and opinion, that tis the wealth of nature; 
for it gives every thing that we have 
learnt to want, and really need :- but 

| Reſigration is the riches of Grace, be- 
{towing all things that a Chriſtian nor 
only needs, bur can deſire, even Almighty 
God himſelf. He indeed, as the Schole- 
men teach, is the objeive happineb of 
the Creature ; He who is the fountain of 
being, muſt be alfo of blefſedneſs : and 
tho this be only communicable to. us, | 
when we have put off that flesh which can« 
not enter into the kingdom of God, and laid 
alide that corruption which cannot ivherit 
ncorruption, 1 Cor, 15. yet even in this 
lite, we may make approches to that _ 
| e 
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led ſtate, by acts of Refignarion and de- 
niat-of our. ſelves. It was the generous 
ſaying of Socrates being about to'die un- 
to.his friend ; O Crits, ſince it is the will 
of God, ſo let it be : Anytrs and Malitns 
may kill me , bat cannot hurt me, Burt 
tuch a reſignation as tis infinitly a greater 
duty to a Chriſtian, ſo it is alſo a more 
firm ſecuriry. In that caſe tis not the 
Martyr, but eſs of Nazareth who'18' 
thus perſecnred, and he who arraques him 

will ind it hard to kick againſt the prieks, 
 Aﬀ'vs. 5; - > 

7. THERE could not be a greater 
inſtanceof rhe profligate ſenſuality of the 
Ifraehites, then that they murmured tor 
want of */eeky and onions, Num. 11. 5. 
when they ate Angels food ,. and had 
bread rain'd down from heaven. Tis im- 
poſſible for the ſoul that is ſenſible of 
God Almighties favor, to repine at any 
earthly prefſure. The Lord is my Shep- 
herd, ſaith David, therefore can 1 lack 
nothing, Pſa.23.1. And, thou has? put 
gladneſs into my heart, more then when their 
corn, and wine, aud oil encreaſed, Pla. 4.7. 
and in paſſionate rapture he cries out, 
Pla. 73. 25. Whom have I in heaven but 


thee : and there is none upon earth that I 
' dts 
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deſire in compariſon of thee * my flesh and 
my heart faileth : but God us the firength 
of my heart, and my portion for ever. And 
likewiſe Pial. 46.1. God ts our hope and 
Strength, a very preſent: help in trouble. 
T berefore will we not fear, tho the earth be 
moved: and tho the hills be carried mito the 
midſt of the fea. Tho the waters there- 
of rage zand fwell , and tho the mountains 
shake at the tempeſt of the ſame. It God be 
m the midf# of us, we shall not be removed, 
be will help us, and that right early..:, Let 
us therefore poſſeſs our ſelves of this ſup- 
port, and as the Propher adviſes Ifa.8. 12. 
neither fear, nor be afraid, -in any exigence 
how great ſoever ; but be ſtill and quiet, 
end janttify the Lord of hoſts himſelf, and 
let him be. our fear, and let him be our 
dread. | 
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